
To enjoy signature drinks and light fare in a bygone-era atmosphere, 
head to the Iberian Lounge. Here, you can hear live jazz on select weekend 
nights while you sip libations with names such as the Hemingway and the 
Traveler in an intimate setting accented by warm woods. 

R&R—HERSHEY STYLE
Need some more chocolate therapy? The Spa At The Hotel Hershey, 

known as The Chocolate Spa, has your chocolate RX in the form of such 
signature treatments as a Whipped Cocoa Bath, Chocolate Fondue Wrap 
and Cocoa Massage. The full-service spa also offers steam rooms, saunas, 
an inhalation room, a silent meditation room and a quiet room, as well 
as a nail and hair salon, a fitness center, an indoor pool and Jacuzzi, and a 
spa boutique. Lunch is available in The Oasis, a lounge and restaurant that 
overlooks the hotel’s formal gardens and is reserved for spa guests only. 

To further enjoy Hershey’s postcard-pretty gardens, take a stroll 
through Hershey Gardens (open seasonally), to which hotel guests receive 
complimentary access. The gardens date back to 1936 when Hershey 
instructed his gardeners to “create a nice garden of roses” on the hotel 
grounds. Today, that garden spreads across 23 acres and features an 
award-winning rose garden blooming with some 800 varieties of roses. 

SIMPLY SWEET FUN
Relaxing as The Hotel Hershey may be, the resort also takes its 

recreation seriously. Of course, that includes one-of-a-kind shopping 
at the hotel’s seven boutique stores; swimming in the multiple pools, 
including an outdoor infinity-edge adult pool and zero-entry family pool, 
as well as a year-round indoor pool; and working out in a new fitness 
center with a Mind & Body Studio and a sports complex complete with 
tennis, basketball, volleyball, shuffleboard and bocce courts. But it also 
includes practicing your short game on an 18-hole putting green (the 
Hershey Country Club also features two award-winning 18-hole private 
courses and a 9-hole public course), year-round outdoor ice skating, 
Segway tours and hiking trails through the surrounding woodlands. 

Getting outdoors with Hershey Outfitters means learning how to 
fly-fish, kayak, zip-line, play paintball or treasure-hunt via geocache. And 
for something extra special, check out the hotel’s Falconry Experience 
in which participants of all ages can watch free-flight and simulated 
hunt demonstrations with hawks, falcons and a Golden Eagle, including 
having these impressive birds land on your hand. 

Yes, The Hershey Hotel is sophisticated, but it’s far from stuffy or 
snobby. Kid-friendly recreation is complemented by a family-oriented 
vibe that permeates the hotel through such activities as breakfasts 
and lobby meet-and-greets with Hershey’s characters, s’mores roasts, 
poolside movies, scavenger hunts, a Kids’ Club at the Cocoa Clubhouse 
and a Kids’ Check-In. And, of course, just across the street is the 110-acre 
Hersheypark—featuring 70 rides and attractions—to which hotel guests 
receive free shuttle service, the best price on tickets, preferred pricing 
for in-park breakfasts with Hershey characters followed by early park 
admission, and more. 

It’s no wonder that in The Sweetest Place On Earth, The Hotel Hershey 
is considered the cherry on top.
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That Chocolate Built 

Milton S. Hershey’s dream of creating a world-class resort is alive  
and well at The Hotel Hershey.

THAT

By Stacy Tillilie

Majestically poised atop the highest hill in Hershey, 
Pennsylvania, as if standing sentry over The Sweetest Place On 
Earth, is a retreat so sweet that world traveler Lowell Thomas 
once described it as a “palace that outpalaces the palaces of 
the Maharajahs of India.” 

Indeed, when the successful candy maker and self-
described “simple farmer” Milton S. Hershey set out to build 
The Hotel Hershey in the throes of the Great Depression in 
1930, many viewed the project as excessive. It’s even said 
that his mother called the idea “hopelessly extravagant.” 
Nevertheless, it was an ambition that Hershey shared with 
his late wife, Catherine. So $2 million and three years later, 
on May 26, 1933, Hershey unveiled his dream hotel with a 
celebration for 400 fortunate guests.

Today, the stately elegance of the hotel’s early days still 
resonates through halls adorned with historical photos and 
antique furnishings. Mediterranean influences—from intricate 
tilework to colorful ceiling murals—punctuate the inviting 
public spaces of this historic American landmark, providing a 
timeless luxury that has helped it earn the coveted AAA Four 
Diamond Award for the past 35 years.      

While The Hotel Hershey threads fine appointments 
throughout its 276 guest rooms and suites, it’s more than 
just a posh place to rest your weary head after a day of riding 

rollercoasters at neighboring Hersheypark or touring the many 
area museums. In fact, The Hotel Hershey is a year-round resort 
in its own right, replete with all the A-list amenities that make 
time spent at the hotel time very well spent.

EAT, DRINK AND INDULGE
When it comes to fine dining, your table awaits at The 

Circular, which has earned the prestigious AAA Four Diamond 
Award every year since 1988. The hotel’s flagship restaurant, 
built in 1933 and redesigned in 2013, is not only famous 
for its delectable dishes—think everything from Cocoa Nib 
& Hazelnut Crusted Scallops and Duo of Lamb to Caramel 
Macchiato Soufflé and chocolate martinis—but for its 
remarkable circular setting. Here, every table enjoys views 
of the formal gardens through expansive windows trimmed 
in stained glass, as do those seated at the circular bar in the 
center of the room. Why circular? “In some places, if you don’t 
tip well, they put you in a corner. I don’t want any corners,” 
Hershey said.

For more casual dining, Trevi 5 dishes up authentic Italian 
cuisine with outdoor dining available on an open-air terrace, 
and Harvest features American fare with a focus on fresh 
seasonal ingredients, including local micro-brews and an 
American wine list.  

AAA members save XXX[tk from Debby Calvert] on tickets to Hersheypark.  
Visit AAA.com/Tickets or your local AAA Store to purchase before you go.

AAA Travel • 866.222.1357 AAA Traveler • May/June 2015  1615  AAA Traveler • May/June 2015 AAA.com/Traveler


