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1. Create a checklist separating the ‘must have’ features from the 
‘nice to have’ features of your new home. 

Prioritizing is essential no matter what you’re trying to accomplish. Finding your new 
home is no exception. Before your house hunt officially begins, take the time to create 
a checklist of the features your new home absolutely must have in order for everyone in 
the family to live comfortably. 

A checklist separating the ‘must have’ features and ‘nice to have’ features of your new 
home will help you avoid distractions and shop around more efficiently. Without a 
checklist, many first time homebuyers make the mistake of misinterpreting a want as a 
need, causing them to dismiss the homes that fit their needs and become distracted 
by homes that fulfill their wants.  



Let’s say you want a pool, but you need at least two full bathrooms. Unless you don’t 
mind brushing your teeth in the kitchen sink and washing your hair in the pool to avoid 
being late for work, that second bathroom needs to take precedent over the pool. If a 
home doesn’t check the boxes on your list of must haves, that’s your cue to move on 
and refocus your attention on homes that meet your family’s basic needs. 

2. Think resale value 

When thinking about resale value, location is the place to start. Even if you’re a career-
minded couple who doesn’t plan on having kids, the school district your home is located in 
is still an important consideration when it comes to resale value. Other location 
considerations include proximity to healthcare facilities and local amenities (all considered a 
plus) as well as proximity to busy highways (considered a real negative).   

Another concern when it comes to location affecting resale value is neighborhood crime 
rate. Sites like areavibes.com and spotcrime.com make it easy to research neighborhood 
crime rates. Just enter a home address or zip code for completely free, up-to-date 
information on criminal activity in any given neighborhood.  

Next, consider the age of the home. Historic homes and new homes have higher resale 
value than homes in the middle. For example, a home built in 1920 will typically have a 
higher resale value than a home built in 1980.  

Other small considerations that can impact resale value may seem trivial, but are actually 
worth mentioning. Take room size for example. Believe it or not, in terms of resale value, 
room size will almost always trump the number of rooms in a home. 

3. Calculate true cost rather than closing cost 

http://areavibes.com
http://spotcrime.com


I hate to break it to you, but the true cost of owning a home goes far beyond the 
mortgage payment. Be sure to consider (better yet, calculate) each added cost of living in 
your new home. Start by factoring in your average utility bill, gas bill and even your internet 
and cable costs from providers in the area.  

Next, calculate the cost of regular home maintenance. Repairs and upkeep that were your 
landlord’s responsibility as a renter are now all on you as a homeowner. Refinishing the 
deck on a yearly basis, routine fireplace inspections, repainting and plumbing repairs 
should all be factored into your budget.  

Finally, add in the cost of any renovations you plan on making; even renovations as small 
as adding a new backsplash in the kitchen, replacing the downstairs carpet with Pergo, or 
replacing the kitchen sink. Before you can calculate the cost of renovations, you’ll need to 
know what you can do yourself and what will require a professional. Reason being, 
materials are cheap, contractors are not.  

4. At at the open house, focus on big picture features  

When viewing a home, try not to let little details like paint color, window coverings, flooring, 
appliances, cabinets or landscaping distract from big picture features of the home. These 
little details are generally easy to change, especially for the do-it-yourselfer. Of course, 
keep in mind that even small DIY home improvements should be factored into your 
assessment of true cost of living vs. closing cost.   

So focus less on the small details, and more on the features of the home that can’t easily 
be changed. These are features such as room size, number of bathrooms, overall layout of 
the home and the size of the backyard.  

5. Before the open house, do a little spying on Google Earth 



Instead of waiting to see each home in person, narrow down your options by checking out 
each prospective home on Google Earth. A bird’s eye view of the neighborhood using the 
Google Earth satellite can clue you into how close each home is to schools, parks, 
shopping centers and other amenities. Satellite view can also give you an idea of how 
close each home is to one another in the neighborhood (in other words, how much privacy 
you’ll have from the neighbors).  

Zoom in on each property to check out details such as how big the yard is and how much 
parking space is available in the driveway. Switch to street view to navigate the 
neighborhood using your mouse. It’s just like taking a stroll down the block, without 
actually having to leave the couch.  
 

Bonus tip: My Maps is web-based tool from Google that can be used to keep your online 
house hunting efforts organized all in one place. My Maps allows you to create  a custom 
map of your favorite listings and add your other half as an editor. Each map editor can pin 
the locations of their favorite listings, add notes about each home and attach driving 
directions and the real estate agent’s contact info. Another great feature of My Maps allows 
you to organize each pined location using custom categories you create yourself such as 
listing price, driving distance to work, or square footage. My Maps is an ingenious way to 
turn your house hunt into a team effort, allowing you to collaborate, organize and share 
notes all on a single platform.  

Looking for more advice to elevate your first time home buying experience? Have any 
advice of your own to share? Leave a comment below to start the conversation.  

Happy Hunting from househappy.com 

https://www.google.com/earth/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/



