
ith the provocative failed launch 
of a ballistic missile from North 
Korea in April 2012, the U.S. 
military presence in the Asia 

Paci�c is of renewed importance to security in the 
region. This defensive posture in the Paci�c rests 
on the capability to defend U.S. and allied facilities 
from air-breathing and ballistic missile threats. This 
capability relies on excellent coordination among 
service components and allies, �elded defensive 
systems and new systems becoming available. This 
foundation, combined with mutual support across 
all the available defense forces in this theater, 
provides a shield of protection readily available to 
maintain the safety of U.S. and allied personnel.

Cooperation on air and missile defense in the 
Paci�c has achieved many milestones in recent 
years. The recently executed command post 
exercise Keen Edge stands as a leading example. 
Completed at the end of January 2012, Keen Edge 
was mainly focused on the overall interoperability 
of U.S. military forces and the Japan Self Defense 
Force. However, much of the training centered on 
coordination of joint missile defense. This exercise 
gave forces from both nations the opportunity to 
address and overcome challenges that arise when 
operations are integrated between two nations. 
U.S. staff forces worked with various Japanese staff 
agencies such as the Japan Joint Staff, ground, air, 
maritime and intelligence of�ces.   

“The U.S.-Japan cooperation is not just a 
slogan or an image,” a Japan Self Defense Force 

member participating in the exercise told Stripes 
Kanto, a weekly newsletter, in February 2012. 
“Each participant understands the importance of 
the exercise. Although there are more challenges 
to overcome, as true tomodachi (friends), this type 
of exercise allows us to work on [the challenges] 
together with the U.S. military,” the Japanese 
Soldier told Stripes Kanto. This realistic training 
environment produced a better coordinated joint 
force able to synchronize command and control 
of the many air and missile defense forces in the 
Western Paci�c, participants said. 

Cooperation and integration between the U.S. 
and Republic of Korea (ROK) also advance air and 
missile defense in the region. The U.S. and the 
ROK militaries exercise regularly, from live-�re 
artillery exercises to large combined force readiness 
exercises such as Key Resolve, an annual joint 
and combined command post exercise, and Foal 
Eagle, a �eld exercise held in conjunction with Key 
Resolve. These exercises demonstrate commitment 
between the ROK and the U.S. to the security of 
the region and the resolve to enhance the readiness 
of both nations’ militaries. “The ROK-U.S. alliance 
is the strongest military alliance in the world, built 
on a foundation of more than 60 years of service 
and sacri�ce,” said Lt. Gen. John D. Johnson, 8th 
Army commanding general, in March 2011 at 
the end of Exercise Key Resolve in South Korea, 
according to the www.army.mil website. “And 
exercises like Key Resolve and Foal Eagle only 
make this alliance stronger.”   

Emerging technologies, coordination and mutual 
support in theater provide protection

A missile is launched toward a target on October 5, 2011, 
during a test of the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense 
system at the Pacific Missile Range Facility on Kauai, Hawaii.
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Demonstrated interoperability between forces at 
exercises such as these builds a stronger coordinated 
defensive posture, including the now re-emphasized 
air and missile defense on the Korean peninsula. The 
ROK is upgrading its organic air and missile defense 
capabilities with systems such as the newly announced 
cruise missile program. However,  through their 
alliance with the United States, they are just one 
component of a larger regional defense construct. 

A host of sensors, intercept aircraft and surface-
to-air missile systems such as the Patriot make up the 
integrated network of air and missile defense forces 
in the Paci�c. Though other ballistic missile intercept 
systems are available or becoming available, the 
Patriot units along with the U.S. Navy’s Aegis cruisers 
represent the face of today’s ballistic missile deterrent.

In December 2011, Maj. Gen. Jim Rogers, 
commander of the Aviation and Missile Command, 
traveled to the Paci�c to visit aviation and defense 
artillery units. In South Korea, his team spent time 
with members of the 8th Army, 19th Expeditionary 
Sustainment Command, 2nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade, 35th Air Defense Artillery Brigade and 
the 6-52 Air Defense Artillery Battalion, the www.
army.mil website reported in December 2011. After 
Korea, the team traveled to Okinawa, Japan, to meet 
with personnel from the 1-1 Air Defense Artillery. 

These visits highlight the desire of U.S. military 
leadership to keep a robust, mobile and current 
defensive posture.  

Keeping a current defensive posture also entails 
making new technology available to the forces in 
theater, and great strides in this area have been 
made. Consider the recent success with the Terminal 
High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) missile 

system. On October 5, 2011, from their deployed 
location in Hawaii, members of the 4th Air Defense 
Artillery Regiment successfully executed a THAAD 
test designated FTT12. With the successful 
intercept of a sea-launched ballistic missile, this 
test represents the ninth in a string of 100 percent 
successful intercepts since 2005. “It was, by far, 
THAAD’s most challenging �ight test to date and 
demonstrates the system’s advanced capabilities,” 
Tom McGrath, THAAD vice president and program 
manager at the prime system contractor Lockheed 
Martin, told The Huntsville Times newspaper in 
October 2011. According to Lockheed Martin, the 
Soldiers operating THAAD didn’t know the day or 
time of the test in advance. The crews were alerted 
to their posts and operated the weaponry in time to 
make a positive real-world intercept, according to 
The Huntsville Times’ account.

Using U.S. Air Force mobility aircraft, this highly 
mobile, incredibly accurate missile defense system can 
be quickly moved anywhere in the world as required, 
and  represents one of the newest arms of U.S. Paci�c 
Command’s air and missile defense structure. 

As the United States refocuses attention on 
the Asia Paci�c, the capability of the U.S. and its 
partners to protect allied facilities in the region from 
air-breathing and ballistic missile threats becomes 
paramount. The U.S. air and missile defense 
structure is already robust and well-positioned to 
achieve this mission with superior command and 
control coordination across a joint and multilateral 
domain. Increased resources devoted to U.S. Paci�c 
Command, as well as emerging technologies, 
will certainly prepare this region for any future 
adversarial force.  

Gen. Jung Seung-
Jo, chairman of the 
Republic of Korea 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
right, and Cmdr. 
Justin A. Kubu, 
commanding officer 
of the guided-missile 
destroyer USS 
Chafee, discuss 
exercise Foal Eagle 
2012 aboard Chafee.
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