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“Man is the result of a purposeless and natural process that did not 
have him in mind.” This declaration comes from the late Harvard 
scientist, George Gaylord Simpson, in his influential book, The 
Meaning of Evolution. 

Simpson’s claim still largely rules the thinking of the world’s great 
universities. This became painfully clear to me as I spoke in recent 
years at three of the Ivy League universities—Dartmouth, Yale, and my 
own alma mater, Princeton. 

Yes, huge cracks are appearing in this wall of Darwinian dogma, thanks 
in part to exciting finds in the fossil record and discoveries in DNA 
(see The Mysterious Epigenome: What Lies Beyond DNA). Yet, as soon 
as scientific cracks appear, they are busily papered over by hopeful 
rhetoric. The media and the scientific priesthood work together to 
insure that students today are still largely clueless of evidence hostile 
to Darwinism, whether in the U.S., Latin America, Europe or Asia. 

This is a key factor with which to reckon as we pursue ministry locally 
and globally. Public school teachers and college professors keep 
implanting Darwinist lenses in the eyes of rising students. Man (and 
all nature), as viewed through these Darwin-colored lenses, is nothing 
but the product of a blind, automatic, unintelligent process embedded 
in the fabric of the cosmos. “Purpose” is something we create for 
ourselves; it comes from no higher source.

In countering this naturalistic and even nihilistic doctrine, it has been 
my privilege to teach theology, apologetics, and the history of science 
at Trinity College of Florida since 1988. It has also been my joy to 
go venture into secular universities to share the many evidences for a 
designed cosmos—one that’s brilliantly crafted by the 
Triune God who made us for Himself. I’m very grateful 
for the support of Trinity which has housed and worked 
closely with our apologetics outreach, The C. S. Lewis 
Society. 

In the face of this daunting challenge, two recent frontier 
crossings offered wonderful hope in this task. These 
foreign trips underscored God’s awesome power, solid 
truth, and overflowing grace. One was a ministry tour 
in Cape Town, South Africa the other was a set of talks 
in Lima, Peru. Here are glimpses of what happened. 

“University shocker”  
in Lima, PerU 

During the summer of 2011, invitations 
kept falling into place for me to give talks 
on “Evidence for Intelligent Design” at five 
different universities in Lima, Peru. So the 
last week of August, I found myself being shuttled in a taxi from one 

university to another, along with a Christian 
TV station and a nationally televised seminar 
entitled, “Darwin or Design: Where Does the 
Evidence Point?” 

One dimension of this trip came as a shock. 
Several university talks were set up by a semi-

retired medical pioneer in Lima, a former president of Peru’s National 
Academy of Science. Amazingly, he is friendly and warm toward the 
theory of intelligent design. Besides being a leading intellectual pillar in 
that country, he is a personal friend of many leading scientists in Peru, 
including the current presidents of the National Academy of Medicine 
and the National Academy of Science. At one lecture, these two 
presidents were lined up to give a formal response to my presentation. 
I confess to feeling a bit jittery upon hearing of this! I sensed that 
these professors would be adamantly pro-Darwin, and assumed that 
I’d receive a very frosty reception—or worse. I felt like an American 
Daniel walking into a Peruvian lions’ den. 

What happened in this talk—and indeed each of the five talks—
was different from my expectations. Each time the audience listened 

attentively, and the responses 
(along with each question) 
were thoughtful, respectful, 
and brimming with curiosity 
and intelligence. Sometimes 
the questioner felt that he 
or she was offering a knock-
down refutation of some point 
of my talk, but that gave an 
opportunity for clarification--and 
further supporting evidence--to 
be shared. I survived the lions’ 

questions, and we were able to distribute nearly 
five hundred copies, in Spanish, of the brilliant 
documentary on intelligent design, Unlocking 
the Mystery of Life. 

FoUr Days in 
caPe town

Earlier in March of 
2011, I found myself 

in front of 140 faculty and students who came 
to a luncheon, titled “Evidence for Design: The 
Signature of Intelligence.” It was presented in 
a bowl-shaped auditorium in a central location 
of the most prestigious campus which was 
huddled at the foot of Table Mountain in Cape 
Town, South Africa. At this presentation, the 
first of four such talks on Design Evidences, 
it was clear during the Q&A session that the 
group was largely skeptical of my point of 
view. A science professor tried to rebut what 
I said by claiming that a renowned ID biologist 
whose research I quoted had been effectively 
“rubbished” by scientific colleagues. I replied 
by pointing out the many cogent responses 
of this scientist to his critics which are widely 
ignored. An agnostic student named Tom was 
ready at the first talk, and in subsequent talks, 
with a feisty objection to what I had just said.

To say that these four talks were exciting, yet also 
very challenging, would be an understatement. 
I asked the Lord for guidance, and sought to rely 
on Him, not my own resources and abilities. 

On day two and 
three, attendance 
remained strong, 
and I sensed a 
pivot in audience 
att i tude—from 
being strongly 
skeptical or even 
hostile to the 
idea of design, 

to being open and genuinely interactive to 
the material I shared. After each lecture, I was 
surrounded by a dozen or more students who 
pelted me with good, hard questions—just the 
kind I love.

On day four, I finished presenting some of 
the strongest evidence: discoveries of tiny 
complex molecular machines within our cells—
machines that seemed to have all the hallmarks 

of brilliant design. The first question, as usual, 
was from Tom, the skeptic. What he said was 
unexpected: “I think we should all be grateful 
for Dr. Woodward for coming from Florida to 
Cape Town to present several kinds of solid 
evidence which seems to me, show a fairly 
credible case for an intelligent designer. But 
my question is this: Could not that designer be 
itself a part of the cosmos, and not some being 
beyond the cosmos?”

Startled by this response, I thanked Tom 
for his kind remark, and turned to his good 
question. I pointed out that the evidence for 
a “designed universe”—which includes all the 
fine-tuned laws of nature such as gravity and 
electromagnestism—pointed to a Creator God 
who transcends the 
cosmos, found in 
Genesis 1:1, not to 
some mysterious 
being or “creative 
force” within the 
cosmos, which 
we hear about 
occasionally in the 
writings of scientists 
who are pantheists.

As usual, a vigorous small-group discussion 
followed my lecture, and Tom the “searching 
skeptic” joined the circle this time. In this group 
I shared relevant Scripture, along with my own 
testimony of coming to faith out of agnostic 
belief during college days. Most importantly, I 
sensed that day that God was opening doors 
for truth in the most unexpected of places—
even in the university that prides itself as the 
“Harvard” of Africa. 

the Bottom Line

While the “Simpson doctrine” is still dominant 
around the world, I’ve learned two important 
facts. This dogma is quite vulnerable when 
fairly critiqued with solid evidence and good 
reasoning. Second, I see an open door in these 
discussions to the idea that the Creator has 
decisively revealed Himself to mankind. We 
have a ready-made platform from which we 
can introduce university students to Christ, 
our Designer—the true Logos who crafted our 
tiniest threads of DNA, and the vastness and 
beauty of all creation!
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Florida. He is the Executive Director of the C.S. Lewis Society who 

has authored several books, including his latest with Dr. James Gills 
entitled: The Mysterious Epigenome: What Lies Beyond DNA. 

DNA’s Secret 
Partner: A Different 

Kind of Frontier

The Mysterious Epigenome: 
What Lies Beyond DNA 

is the latest work by  
Dr. Thomas E. Woodward 
(Trinity College of Florida) 

and Dr. James P Gills 
(renowned ophthalmologist 

and founder of St. Luke’s 
Cataract & Laser Institute). 
Their work explores human 
health and its connection 
with a mysterious code 

that has been found 
interwoven with our DNA. 
This second code known 

as the epigenome, sits atop 
DNA and carefully directs 
its activities, like a musical 

director conducting a 
performance. Amazingly this 
code can be reprogrammed 

by an individual’s health 
habits which include diet, the 

use of chemical pollutants 
(especially smoking) and 

stress management. Scientists 
were shocked to see these 
reprogramming changes 
passed on to the next 

generation. Drs. Woodward 
and Gills explore this exciting 

new area of biology that 
will give readers a better 
understanding of their 

genetic systems and a deeper 
appreciation for the Creator 
who put this all into place. 

For more information  
or to order a copy,  

visit apologetics.org.
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