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Executive Update
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The death of a parent is one of the most difficult things most of us will go through.  It is often a turning 
point, a jolting reality that drives a life change or redirection.  For some, it is a self-discovery process, while 
for others, we seek to reach or achieve a goal to make our parents proud.  Losing a parent as an adult is 
considered ‘ordinary,’ yet signifies a time of extraordinary change.  

Two years ago, my father died while he was a resident at Quiet Oaks.  It was then I became more than a staff 
member at Quiet Oaks — I became a family member.  Through this difficult loss, I found solace in knowing 
that I entered into a different family, the growing community who have also had loved ones pass at Quiet 
Oaks.  My father loved it here.  He was able to truly understand why my work at Quiet Oaks is driven by a 
mission and labor of love.  

As we enter into Spring, and the season of celebrating Mother’s and Father’s Day, be reminded, that your 
loved ones’ spirit and memories live on – both in your family and in ours.  It is because of ongoing support 
that we are able to provide dignity, compassion and peace to our residents.  This Spring, as we take a 
moment to observe Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, we invite you to make a gift in honor of your parent, 
to help Quiet Oaks ensure that other families in our community will be able to experience the same care, 
compassion and comfort.  Your gift will make a tremendous impact in the lives of our residents and their 
families, and continue the legacy of quality and accessible care in the Central Minnesota area.

In addition to your memorial gift, we invite you to be a part of our Butterfly Release on Aug. 29.  This 
community-wide event will be a beautiful way to honor your loved and remember the freedom they are 
now able to experience.

We appreciate your ongoing support and prayers. When you share your unique connection to Quiet Oaks 
with others, you help spread the Quiet Oaks story. Your family is always welcome at Quiet Oaks.  Please stop 
by anytime for a coffee, a hot meal or a smile.

“When someone you love becomes a memory, 
the memory becomes a treasure.”

volunteer
Volunteers are the heart and soul 
of Quiet Oaks.  Jan Jaskowiak is 
one of those exceptional volunteers 
who is integral to the work at 
Quiet Oaks.  Jan lends her time as 
a house volunteer and is helping 
with the 2012 Autumn Reflections 
event.  She started volunteering at 
Quiet Oaks after her father-in-law, 
Adam Jaskowiak, died at Quiet 
Oaks.  

Jan says that, “after experiencing 
the wonderful individualized care 
and homelike comforts provided 
to my family, I wanted to be a part 
of the group of volunteers that 
helped provide support and the 
caring atmosphere for residents 
and family members to have 
memorable times together at the 
end stages of life!”  Jan goes on 
to say that she truly feels that she 
receives far more by volunteering, 
and enjoys being a part of the 
Quiet Oaks family.  She appreciates 
being able to support families 
during this time.

Thank you, Jan, for all you do for 
families at Quiet Oaks.  

If you would like to become a 
part of the amazing group of 
volunteers, contact Quiet Oaks 
Volunteer Coordinator, at 
vcoord@quietoakshospicehouse.org.

Whether it has been 2 years, 2 months or 2 weeks since the loss of 
your loved one, we all need support from time to time and moments 
and opportunities to cherish family memories.  We invite you to come 
back to Quiet Oaks for coffee, cookies and casual conversations.  We 
encourage you to attend one or all events!

Our next Coffee Connection events are:
    ❙ Wednesday, April 25th - 9:30am to 11am
    ❙ Wednesday, May 23rd - 3pm to 4:30pm
    ❙ Wednesday, June 13th
        - Men’s Morning Joe (men only) - 9am to 10:30am
        - Ladies Afternoon Tea (ladies only) - 2pm to 3:30pm

All Coffee Connection events are held at Quiet Oaks Hospice House.  RSVPs 
are appreciated.  If you have questions or to RSVP, contact Amanda Larson at 
alarson@quietoakshospicehouse.org. 

❙ 2012 Golf Classic  ❙ Tuesdays with Morrie

❙ Memorial Butterfly Release ❙ Al Sis Story

❙ 2012 Autumn Reflections ❙ Coffee Connections

Contact Quiet Oaks Volunteer Coordinator, at vcoord@quietoakshospicehouse.org, to learn about volunteer opportunities.
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What ’s Inside

House Volunteers 
(2-4 hours shifts/month)

*weekend help is especially needed!
Cooking, cleaning, caring for residents 

and their families.  Professional skills also 
welcome – massage, hair, nails.

Administrative Help 
(10 hours/week)

Assist Joe and the management 
team with administrative 

tasks, data entry, etc.

Property/Facilities 
(15 hours/week)

Helping with janitorial duties 
and light indoor and 

outdoor maintenance work.

volunteer opportunities available

Coffee Connections



Left to right, Front row – Mary Kamel, Al Sis, Jean Biggins, Second row – Katie 
Besonen, Sue Brixius, Marge Goerg, Back row – Steve Sis, Tom Sis

“In this amazing place…”
“Our family has always enjoyed spending time together, but being able to spend 10 days together saying goodbye to 
our dad at Quiet Oaks was an amazing experience. From the moment we arrived until the moment we left – we were 
surrounded by kind, caring compassionate staff and volunteers. You helped us through a very challenging time and 
allowed us the gift of being with our dad, our father-in-law, and our grandpa.

We were given the chance to pray, sing and reminisce with dad. In this amazing place, we could sit or snuggle in bed with 
dad, or hold his hand and let him know that we were there with him.   

We are so thankful to have had time to say goodbye in such a comforting, family-focused, home-like environment. 
Whether we had a chance to meet you while we were there or not, we would like to thank each and every person involved 
with Quiet Oaks. It is obvious that you have a passion for what you do and a commitment to providing comforting care 
not only for the residents, but for their families as well.”

2012 

Autumn Reflections
Thursday, Sept. 20 at 5:30pm
Gorecki Conference Room,

College of St. Benedict

Sponsorship opportunities are available.
Contact Amanda at 

alarson@quietoakshospicehouse.org 
for more information.

tuesdays with   
         Morrie 
October 19-21, October 25-28 

& November 1-4, 2012

Join us at Pioneer Place, in St. Cloud, MN 
for this heartwarming story about love, acceptance,

heritage and accepting death as a part of life.

Tickets are available through Pioneer Place for
general admission and proceeds from ticket sales

will benefit Quiet Oaks Hospice House.

2nd Annual

Quiet Oaks 
Golf Classic

Monday, June 25, 2012
St. Cloud Country Club

11am Lunch and Registration
12:30pm Shotgun Start

Save the Date
Memorial 
  Butterfly Release

We invite all Quiet Oaks families, volunteers, board members and 
supporters to join us at the first Quiet Oaks Memorial Butterfly Release.  
This event will be a special tribute to honor the memory of a loved one.  

Wednesday, Aug. 29, 2012 at 6pm
Lake George Pavilion, St. Cloud

$20 donation per butterfly
If you would like to participate in this inaugural event, please enclose a 

$20 donation, noting ‘Butterfly Release’ and the name of the person 
on the enclosed envelope, no later than July 15. For questions contact 

Amanda Larson at alarson@quietoakshospicehouse.org


