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If you do 
just 1 thing 

this 
summer…

Get your hands on a 
copy of WILDSIDE 
magazine - on sale 

nationwide through 
CNA, SPAR and 

EXCLUSIVE BOOKS
from 12 December 2011

If you make 

just 1 New 
Year’s 

Resolution… 
Become a Wildside 

Warrior 
www.wildside.co.za

Above: Auction winners from the 
Skydive for Rhinos Fundraising 
Auction & Night at the Races, 
Kobus and Monica Kruger with 
their black & white rhino bronzes. 
The bronzes are limited editions 
made by Rolly & Grieg Stuart-Hill. 

The countdown has begun
In mid-November Kruger National Park Honorary Rangers told us that poachers had 
deliberately placed two severed rhino heads with their horns crudely hacked out on 
a road frequented by tourists.  It was a taunt: ‘You can’t catch us…’  

At the same time, the IUCN announced that the Western Black Rhino was officially extinct and 
that only a handful of the Javan rhino still survive in Indonesia.  South Africa’s White and Black 
Rhino populations are now the only two rhino species left that stand any fighting chance.  Yet, 
as the year draws to a close, rhino poaching seems to have become more frequent, more 
daring, more blood-thirsty and more blatant.   

At 13 December 2011, official statistics say that 435 rhino have been killed this year – just over 
a hundred more than 2010.  Unofficially, the figure is over 456.    If this carries on, we will lose 
our Black and White Rhinos in less than a lifetime.  The countdown has begun. 

What a horrific year 2011 has turned out to be for rhinos all over the world, especially for 
South Africa and all those who love its wild places, its Big 5 heritage and its proud history of 
rhino conservation.  In the face of a juggernaut of sophisticated criminal syndicates with 
millions to spend on killing rhinos, what can a few good men and women do?

A lot, it turns out.   We’re sending you this final Skydive for Rhinos 2011 newsletter with 
renewed purpose and take pleasure in telling you about what your support has already helped 
accomplish.  

What’s refreshed us is the realization that we are not alone.  Get your hands on a copy of 
Wildside magazine and read their excellent 12-page spread on SA’s rhinos as you relax on your 
well-deserved holiday.  Take a look at the thought-provoking adverts created by some of SA’s 
leading advertising agencies who have put their names behind the rhino crisis, have a quick 
look at our partners in Project Rhino KZN and see our Skydive for Rhinos 2012 public 
commitment.

Francois du Toit, ACT’s CEO, recently wrote a very poignant blog about the environmental 
crises that humanity faces, highlighting the fact that the rhino poaching issue is but the tip of 
the iceberg.   

Reflecting on the work of conservationists 50 years ago he said, “But history will tell us also of 
the incredible fortitude of humankind, of its ability to turn the tide when we collectively decide 
to do so. But this will require leadership, and 
courage, and action.” 

We hope that Skydive for Rhinos 2012 will do just 
that. 

Read Francois’ blog here:  Building on a Legacy 
of Action: Project Rhino

Blog response from Carla Geyser:  Hi 
Francois - Rhino poaching devastates me - I 
just don’t know how we are going to put an 
end to it! We are taking part in the Put foot 
rally (team pink panther) next year and one 
of the charities we are raising funds for is 
Project Rhino - we are going to do our 
BEST to raise as must money possible to 
save as many rhinos as we can! Keep up 
the BRILLIANT work!


