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Shanon Adams (Suchu Dance)- 
Shanon Adams is a dancer and 
performance artist, living in Hous-
ton, TX. She has worked with a wide 
variety of artists in many different 
disciplines, including Leslie Scates, 
Amy Ell, Daniel Adame, Ashley 
Horn, Rebekah Chapell, Stephen 
Koplowitz, Tino Sehgal, Tony Feher, 
Jim Nolan, Linda Post, and Sarah 
Draper. She has performed with 
Freneticore Dance Theater, The 
Catastrophic Theatre, The Ornery 
Theatre, Mildred’s Umbrella Theater 
Company, Recked Productions, 
Frame Dance Productions, and Su-
chu Dance. Shanon has shown her 
work at the Frenetic Fringe Festival, 
The Houston Artery, The Foundry, 
Venturing Out, DiverseWorks, and 
The Peace Festival. She was named 
one of the 2013 “100 Creatives” by 
The Houston Press and also serves 
on the Artist Board at DiverseWorks.

Jorge Casco (Fly Dance Company 
Executive Director)-  is a natural 
drummer since the age of 4, began 
his journey as a street dancer in the 
city of Houston. Winning under-
ground dance battles and making 
a name for himself in the under-
ground bboy circuit wasn’t enough. 
He saw Fly Dance Company perform 
at his school, and after a year as 
an understudy, Jorge became a 
principal dancer and toured with 
Fly Dance Company.  With FLY, Jorge 
performed in 110 school shows 
and 65 dance concerts, reaching 
over 30,000 kids in a single season. 
He also has performed in many 
prestigious theaters and festivals 
including The Kennedy Center, 
Lincoln Center, Vail International 
Dance Festival, Just for Laughs, and 
Jacob’s Pillow to name a few.  Jorge 
studied with Doug Elkins and 
participated in a joint workshop 
with Rennie Harris Pure Movement. 
During FLY’s hiatus he co-founded 
Soul Street Dance Company. In the 
future, he plans to see FLY grow into 
a nationally recognized company 
with several chapters across the 
country.

Adam Castaneda (Suchu Dance)-  

is a dancer, writer, and arts admin-
istrator. He is the Executive Director 
of FrenetiCore, and is excited to be 
performing with Suchu Dance. 

Dorianne Castillo (Suchu Dance)-  
is an alumnus from Escuela de 
Bellas Artes in Ponce, PR and An-
danza School of Dance in San Juan, 
PR where she received her dance 
training. She has had the opportu-
nity to dance around Houston with 
dance companies like Freneticore, 
Mnemosyne Dance Company, Rice 
Dance Theater and now Suchu. 
When she is not dancing, you can 
find her working in a chemistry 
research lab.

Chris Cortez (Fly Dance Company 
Director)-  is the product of one of 
the first in school hip-hop dance 
programs that took place at Spring 
Woods Middle School where he 
was guided by his instructor Kathy 
Wood. Through Fly Dance Compa-
ny, Chris educated over 100,000 
students about the positive impact 
of hip-hop on the youth. Chris is an 
internationally known B-Boy (Break 
Dancer). He has traveled worldwide 
since 1998, performing, compet-
ing, instructing, and educating the 
youth about the art of B-Boying & 
Hip-Hop and its positive impact. 
Chris has organized over a dozen 
dance events and competitions in 
Houston to support and bring a pos-
itive message to the community he 
grew up in. Chris is also a member 
of AmeriCorps & Neighborhood Cen-
ters through Youth Advocates and a 
part of the world famous Houston 
Rockets Launch Crew for almost a 
decade. As the founder of Healthy 
Hip-Hop and the current director of 
Fly Dance Company, he is pleased 
to announce the growth of his after 
school program “Healthy Hip-
Hop”,an expressional dance class 
that promotes healthy, mental, and 
physical lifestyles for the youth of 
today. 

Vipul Divecha (Suchu Dance 
Managing Director) – Growing up 
in Houston, Vipul was involved in 
Theater, Choir and Art during mid-
dle and high school. Vipul studied 
printmaking and graphic design 

from The University of Houston.   
Vipul has worked with Houston 
arts and nonprofit organizations 
since 2001 as a visual artist and art 
director. Vipul is the co-recipient of 
a 2014 Individual Artist Grant Award 
from The Houston Arts Alliance.  
More of Vipul’s short films, drawings 
and illustrations can be seen in his 
online portolio at vipdiv.com .

Erica Henderson (Suchu 
Dance)-   trained in contemporary 
jazz throughout high school and 
began her modern dance training in 
college. She received her Bachelor 
of Arts in Dance degree from UH in 
2013 and is now ANDance company 
director with Fort Bend Academy 
of Arts and Dance, a free-lance cho-
reographer in both modern and 
liturgical genres, and professional 
dancer in the Houston area. “Begin 
Wide” is her premiere concert with 
Suchu Dance.

Anastasiya Kopteva (Suchu 
Dance)-  is currently a dance minor 
and dancer in the University of 
Houston ensemble, Kopteva has 
performed at the Emerging 
Choreographers Showcase and 
at “UH Goes to the Barn!”.  An-
astasiya danced with the Bay 
Area Houston Ballet and Theatre 
company, annually attended dance 
intensives at Joffrey Ballet School 
in New York and has performed 
in their exhibition. Prior to high 
school, Kopteva was in drill team 
and became a black belt in Kuk Sool 
Won martial arts.

Don Lee (Fly Dance Company 
Principal Dancer)- is a native of 
Honolulu, Hawaii. Though he began 
his dance career in Houston, he 
spent some time back home while 
studying for school.  While there he 
launched Hawaii Healthy Hip-Hop 
in 2011, where he collaborated with 
Diverse Art Center.  His outreach 
through classes, workshops, and 
performances he reached out to 
a large number of the community 
all over the island. Don is also a 
part of Hawaii’s well known B-boy 
crew known as “Beat Rock Crew”. 
Established in 2001 they have 
been dominating competitions, 

most notably being 3-time World 
of Dance Hawaii Champions and 
also have performed for Hawaii’s 
NFL Pro-Bowl. Don has also started 
his own photography business, 
Misun Photography.  Now back in 
Houston, Don Lee is also part of the 
internationally known Fly Dance 
Company. Don’s ability to astonish 
audiences with his impressive b-boy 
tricks and comedic timing adds a 
fun, fresh vibe and energetic feeling 
to each FLY performance.

Tory Pierce (Suchu Dance)-  origi-
nally from The Woodlands studied 
dance at A.C.C. and the Univer-
sity of Houston. She has worked 
with many choreographers in the 
Houston area. After spending a 
year dancing in the mountains of 
Colorado she is now a member of 
Son Kiss’d Dance Theatre.

Adam Quiroz (Fly Dance Com-
pany Principal Dancer)- first got 
into dance, mostly being inspired 
by Hip-Hop and B-Boying.  Known 
for bringing creative new ideas 
to b-boying, it enabled him the 
privilege to attend events all over 
the USA, Mexico, Canada, France 
and Holland for competitions and 
judging. In 2005, Adam decided 
to branch out from San Antonio 
to Houston to be a part of Youth 
Advocates, working with at-risk 
youth. With Y.A. he was invited 
to perform for Americas Promise 
Alliance, which was founded by 
Gen. Colin Powell in Washington 
D.C. That was one of his first big 
performances. Shortly after that he 
joined the Houston Rockets Launch 
Crew, an NBA entertainment group 
and got the opportunity to perform 
at the NBA All Star Games from 
2010-2013. He also traveled with the 
Rockets to perform in China, Taiwan 
and the Philippines.  Adam has 
also worked and performed with 
various other dance groups most 
notably performing in Doha, Qatar 
for the Emir (known as the general/
prince).  Performing and teaching 
students about the positive aspects 
of “Hip-Hop” has been Adam’s main 
motive the last few years. Currently 
a member of FLY Dance Company 
he is most excited about building 

the new legacy of FLY for years to 
come.

Tina Shariffskul (Suchu Dance)- 
Tina Shariffskul has been perform-
ing professionally since 1993.  She’s 
most often seen with contemporary 
dance company, Suchu Dance / Jen-
nifer Wood.  She has also had the 
opportunity work with a number of 
other  artists including Zoe Scofield 
and Juniper Shuey of zoe | juniper, 
Stephan Koplowitz of TaskForce, 
Erin Reck of Recked Productions, 
Linda Post and Jim Nolan, Natasha 
Manley, Dana Wessale Crawford, 
Daniel Adame, Rebecca French and 
Robert Thoth of Freneticore, Toni 
Leago Valle of 6 Degrees, and most 
recently, Jacquelyne Jay Boe, Cori 
Miller, and Ashley Horn.  When not 
dancing, she loves to eat and travel.

Prudence Sun (Suchu Dance)-   
began her dance training at Mitsi 
Dancing School at the age of 6. She 
moved to Beijing, China when she 
was 12 and continued her dance 
education there, studying tradition-
al Chinese folk dance and ballet. 
In 2006, she returned to Houston 
to attend Rice University, where 
she performed with Rice Dance 
Theatre while earning her bachelors 
of science degree in biochemistry 
and cell biology. She spends her 
non-dancing hours as a surgical 
veterinary technician and lounging 
at home with her houseful of pets 
+ loving husband. Prudence joined 
Suchu Dance in 2009.

Jennifer  Wood (Suchu Dance 
Founder, Artistic Director, Cho-
reographer) - Like a lot of dance 
producers, Houston’s Jennifer 
Wood has had her hands in just 
about every aspect of her field. 
Wood’s immersion into choreogra-
phy began during an extended stay 
in Philadelphia, at the height of the 
“everything can be dance” vs “let’s 
get back to hard core technique” 
phenomenon. Shortly after return-
ing home to Houston, she got into 
producing her own work and the 
work of others in the grass roots 
“zine” mood of the ’90’s, and by 
1993 she started showing in venues 
around Houston, significantly the 

famed CSAW and other alternative 
locations and by 1994 started her 
own space in Montrose. Through-
out the remainder of the ‘90s, she 
hosted programs in her space and 
in various venues in the city. Her 
company, Suchu Dance, was found-
ed officially at the end of that era in 
1998 with a performance at TemplO 
and has continued to be a driving 
force of her creativity, inspiring the 
formation of an even larger space 
on the edge of Downtown Houston. 
Throughout the years, the look and 
feel of Jennifer’s productions took 
on subtle changes, ingested new 
inspirations, and gravitated toward 
full blown evening events while 
remaining pared down in their own 
way.

Kathy  Musick  Wood (Fly Dance 
Company Founder / Artistic 
Director)-has spent all of her 
professional life in the arts—first as 
a teacher in public schools then as 
a professional director/choreogra-
pher for her own dance companies. 
As a dance teacher, innovative mu-
sic selection, choreography, props, 
staging, and costuming brought 
her recognition as a leader in her 
field. She was a founding member 
and president of the Texas Dance 
Educators Association (TDEA). 
Retiring from this first career, she 
began her work with young street 
dancers, teaching, mentoring, and 
forming them into dance groups, 
one of which became the original 
FLY Dance Company. 

Eric Williams (Suchu Dance)- is a 
native Houstonian.  Eric attended 
HCC central for his first Modern and 
choreography dance, studied var-
ious techniques from (Ted Shawn, 
Paul Taylor, Martha Graham, Ruth 
St Denis etc) and trained as one of 
the first non-member with Pilobolus 
in their technical philosophy.. He 
taught and mentored Dancers 
With Soul, the Texas Tech Hip Hop 
Team.  Eric was awarded the 2014 
Best Performance by a Dancer from 
the Texas Tech Theatre and Dance 
Department. After Graduation, he 
guest taught and performed at the 
American College Dance Festival 
Association (ACDA)- South Central 

Region. He attributes all his ambi-
tions and accomplishment to his 
family but most of all his daughter 
Mariah Williams (7). 

Greg Starbird (Lighting Design-
er)- holds an MFA in theatre design 
from University of Houston (2014) 
where he lit Our Country’s Good, 
As You Like It, and The Cripple of 
Inishmann among others. He went 
to Trinity University for undergrad 
(doubling in Philosophy and Drama) 
and while there lit Red Light Winter 
at Proxy Theater Company and 
Slasher, Straight, and The Irish 
Curse for Attic Rep in San Antonio.  
Locally, he’s worked at Mildred’s 
Umbrella Theatre Company where 
his credits include Large Animal 
Games, Foxfinder, Rome, Polly-
wog, Red Death, Cloud Tectonics, 
and Drowning Girls as well as at 
Mainstreet Theatre, Episcopal High 
School, Westbury Christian School, 
HSPVA, and Stark Naked Theatre 
Company.  He has also worked in 
San Antonio for Classic Theatre 
of San Antonio and Ballet San 
Antonio.  Awards include Electronic 
Theater Control’s LDI Student Spon-
sorship (2012) and 100 Houston 
Creatives (Houston Press, 2014). 

Larin Pascal (Board Operator)- 
Larin Pascal earned a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts degree in Theatre from 
Texas State University where she 
studied acting, directing, design 
and many other facets of theatre 
production. She has won awards for 
her acting, properties and make-up 
design. In Houston, some of Larin’s 
credits include Lighting Designer, 
Light and Sound Board Operator, 
Scenic Artist, Electrics & Running 
Crew. Larins has worked with many 
companies--Big Head Productions, 
Mildred’s Umbrella Theater, Cabal 
Productions, Watch My Groove, 
The Company Onstage, Houston 
Community College Stafford, Stages 
Repertory Theater, Black Lab, 
Driven Theater Company, Theatre 
Southwest. In Italy, Larin painted 
and built the sets for Don Giovanni, 
La Traviata and El Mundo Della 
Luna, operated the light board and 
participated in the running crew 
while working with the touring 
opera company La Musica Lirica. 

THE COMPANIES

Suchu Dance is an award-win-
ning dance ensemble creating 
and performing all original 
choreography. Ranging from 
8-12 members, Suchu Dance has 
drawn attention for its inven-
tiveness, variety and comedic 
innovation. On the concert stage, 
in site-specific works, and in the-
ater, a Suchu Dance performance 
makes fundamental links and 
mines the absurdity of human 
experience. From the smallest of 
actions to all-out blasts of move-
ment, Suchu Dance will surprise 
and astonish. Beyond Houston, 
Suchu Dance has appeared at 
the historic Jacob’s Pillow Dance 
Festival in Becket, Massachusetts, 
and in Austin, Atlanta, Las Vegas, 
San Diego. Suchu Dance’s 2015-16 
season included the premiere of 
begin wide, a new evening length 
work, and performances at Dis-
covery Green. Fall of 2016 marks 
the return of Shchelkunchik, our 
popular and hilarious decon-
structed Nutcracker. In spring 
of 2017, Suchu Dance premieres 
a new evening length work, 
Ocean. Suchu Dance is a 501(c)3 
Charitible, Tax-Exempt Nonprof-
it Organization and supported 
in part by the City of Houston 
through The Houston Arts Alli-
ance and SUPPORTERS LIKE YOU! 
To donate to Suchu Dance,
visit bit.ly/keephoustoninter-
esting.

COMEDY DANCE FESTIVAL 
October 7-8, 14-15, 21-22 2016

October 7-8 
Program Awesome
with performing artists...

Ashley Horn
Jhon Stronks,
Shanon Adams
Daniel Adame
Jorge Casco
Eric Williams
Fly Dance Company
Suchu Dance

October 14-15
Program Fantastic
with performing artists...

Jennifer Mabus
Alisa Mittin
Psophonia
Fly Dance Company
Suchu Dance

October 21-22
Program Fantastic
with performing artists...

 Jacquelyne Boe  & 
    Kendall Kramer 
    Jhon Stronks
    Moscow Circus Brigade
    Suchu Dance 

    Lighting Design: 
    Greg Starbird 

    Board Operator
    Larin Pascal

We fulfill our mission 
through our dance company, 
Suchu Dance, and it’s use of 
new spaces in presenting cross 
disciplinary, non-prosceni-
um, experiential, immersive 
performances/exhibitions that 
confound the conventions and   
expectations of performance., 
increasing the diversity of 
artistic possibilities in Houston, 
making Houston a far more 
exciting, artistic place to be.
We also fulfill our mission 
through our Movement 
Classes--providing healthy 
forms of movement. 

And finally we fulfill our mission 
through our Artist in Residence 
Incubator Initiative, which pro-
vides practical, hands-on, “real 
world” production      experi-
ence to emerging local artists 
and children.

We also fulfill our mission
through our Movement Class-
es--providing healthy forms of 
movement. And finally we fulfill 
our mission through our Artist 
in Residence Incubator Initia-
tive, which provides practical, 
hands-on, “real world” produc-
tion  experience to emerging 
local artists and children. INSERT 
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