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STUDENTS ARE COLLEGE READY, WORLD READY, FUTURE READY

Greetings from the 
Head of School
If you are reading this, you are considering the benefits 
of a private school education for your child(ren), and we 
welcome your interest in Fort Worth Country Day. We 
don’t know what the future will bring to these children, 
but I can tell you that with an FWCD education, they will 
be prepared. 

The quality and breadth of the FWCD curriculum 
ensures the development of the whole child. Challenging 
academics balanced with outstanding arts and 
competitive athletics programs combine to develop the 
full potential of each student. The passion for learning is 
ignited, lifelong relationships are kindled and students 
learn the skills and cultivate the heart to handle 
whatever comes their way in this rapidly changing world.

The faculty at FWCD nurtures the joy of learning. Your 
child will spend time in class, but he/she also will 
spend time exploring and experiencing life. The school’s 
core values (Integrity, Kindness, Respect, Courage, 
Responsibility and Scholarship) are woven into the fabric 
of daily life and provide significance and meaning to 
education.  

As you turn the pages, you will see how Fort Worth 
Country Day’s alumni, students and faculty are working 
to make a positive difference in the world. Cully 
Wiseman ’97 couldn’t have known in third grade that 
when he grew up he would establish a pediatric health 
project in Guatemala and work with HIV patients in 
South Africa. But the skills and values he learned at Fort 
Worth Country Day gave him the foundation he needed 
to do just that.

A Fort Worth Country Day education will prepare your 
child for success in college, but it does so much more. It 
will prepare him/her to take his/her place as a leader in 
our country and around the world. 

I hope to have the pleasure of meeting you soon. Come 
to one of our K-12 Admissions Coffees on Jan. 20 or 
Feb. 3. If your child will enter grades 5-12 next year, 
attend the 3 A’s Family Dinner and Open House on Feb. 
3. Make an appointment with our Admissions Office for a 
personal tour and find out for yourself what a Fort Worth 
Country Day education can mean to your child. You’ll be 
glad you did.

Evan D. Peterson
Head of School

Whether your child is in preschool and you’re looking for Kindergarten, or you just aren’t satisfied 
with his/her current school, finding the right fit for your child is a challenge that can be fraught 
with apprehension and uncertainty. We asked some of our new parents and one grandparent 
what helped them determine the best fit for their family.

Dr. Jan and Peter Lacina have twin 
daughters in Kindergarten. Last year they 
examined both private and public schools in 
the Dallas/Fort Worth area, seeking a school 
that would nurture their daughters’ social, 
emotional and cognitive development. Since 
one parent works in Dallas and the other in 
Fort Worth, they were open to a school in 
either city or in between. Jan said, “We want 
our daughters to have a strong academic 
background, but just as important to us was 
finding a school that nurtures the entire child. 
FWCD is that school since it emphasizes core 
values (Integrity, Kindness, Courage, Respect, 
Responsibility and Scholarship), which 
prepares our daughters for more than just 
academic success.” 

Barbara and Dr. David Klein moved to Fort 
Worth from Austin with their three children 
(eighth, seventh and third grade). David 
said, “We were looking for a school with a 
rigorous academic curriculum that would be 
challenging, but not focused solely on academics. 
We wanted a school that also would develop well-rounded students through an emphasis on core 
values, art and athletics.” 

Enrique and Isabel Rodriguez had begun to look in advance for the best high school for their 
son, who was in sixth grade at the time. The priest at their son’s school recommended Fort Worth 
Country Day, and suggested they not wait until he was ready to enter high school. “We will be 
forever grateful to Father Richard Flores for his recommendation. Our son could not be in a better 
school than Fort Worth Country Day.” 

Dr. Jésus Castro-Balbi and Dr. Gloria Lin, parents of a Kindergartener, said, “The most 
important factor for us in choosing FWCD was the quality and breadth of the curriculum, from the 
outstanding core academics to the art and language art components. As parents, we are most 
impressed with the way the faculty inspires the love of learning in our son.”

Cheri Jackson, mother of a second grader, echoes that sentiment. “My child is always eager to 
come to school. He feels that he is an integral part of the school. I chose FWCD because of the 
quality and quantity of the educational opportunities offered. The extra-curricular activities are 
outstanding, and allow for the development of the whole child.”

For the Rodriguez family, three factors 
influenced their decision. “The academic 
program and reputation of Fort Worth 
Country Day was most important.” A second 
factor was the help and support given to the 
family by the Admissions Office. “Everyone 
at the school was so courteous; they made 
us feel like we belonged. And finally, our 
son immediately wanted to attend FWCD 
after being on the campus for about 
10 minutes!” Rodriguez also wanted to 
express the family’s thanks for the Malone 
Scholars Program, as they would have 
been unable to send their son to FWCD 
without the organization’s financial support. 
He suggested inquiring about available 
scholarships and financial aid rather than 
assuming a private school education is out 
of your reach.
Kristin and Trey Carmichael expected 

Choosing the best school for your child

“We would advise 
prospective parents 
to look for a school 
where their child 

would enjoy being 
challenged and 

educated.” 

Dr. Jésus Castro-Balbi

to send their two children to public school, and selected their 
neighborhood in large part for the reputation and strength of 
the area’s elementary schools. Before their son was ready to 
enroll, they reconsidered their decision and began to investigate 
the private schools in the area. Kristin Carmichael said, “From 
the first visit we immediately felt the sense of family, and felt a 
part of the FWCD community – even without prior exposure to 
the school, its teachers and/or administrators.”

Daisy DuBose, grandmother of a second grader, said, 
“One of the greatest strengths of Fort Worth Country Day 
can be summed up by its knack of selecting teachers and 
administrators who are willing to reach out to students and 
parents, and to go the extra mile.” 

Jan Lacina said, “FWCD is an even better school than we 
envisioned. My daughters’ teachers know their academic 
strengths and areas they need to develop further. The 
teachers use strategies to help our daughters grow into more 
independent thinkers. They guide our daughters in a positive, 
nurturing way.” 
The Lacinas are pleased about the many opportunities to get 

involved in the school’s activities and programs. Jan said, 
“There are numerous activities for families to socialize, both 
formally and informally. Even as a working mother, I found ways 
to volunteer, which I found were good for me to get to know 
other parents.”

DuBose is involved with the school as a grandparent. “I have 
been able to volunteer in the dining pavilion helping the 
younger children during lunch time, and I have attended special 
programs and activities.” She thinks grandparents are special 
and needed in the learning process, and she is glad FWCD 
provides these opportunities.

David Klein said, “We have found our transition to FWCD to be 
extremely easy. As newcomers to Fort Worth and the school, 
we were contacted immediately by our ‘Falcon Friends’ to 
welcome us. FWCD makes it very easy to be involved, and does 
an excellent job of keeping us informed about all activities and 
programs.”
Carmichael agrees. “My husband and I have had a number of 

opportunities to be involved helping with kindergarten activities. 
We also attended several football games this fall – a great way 
for our family to be part of this special place!”

Kristin Carmichael advises 
parents to evaluate all 
their options. “Each school 
offers something that can 
be a good fit for your child, 
but we looked specifically 
for the school that was the 
best fit for our family. And 
we knew that FWCD was 
the right place for us!” 

For the Kleins, academic 
success was an important 
factor. “We carefully 
reviewed the students’ 
scores on national tests 
over the past several years, 
as well as the colleges 
to which seniors were 
accepted. It became clear 
to us that FWCD would offer 
our children the opportunity 
to obtain a great education, prepare them with the tools to 
be successful in college and life, and open the door for them 
to attend any of the many world class institutions of higher 
education upon which they set their sights.” 

Lacina said, “The best advice I can give parents is to select a 
school that nurtures the whole child. Many schools will boast 
about the number of their graduates who attend Ivy League 
universities, or primarily emphasize the academic achievement 
of their students. Fort Worth Country Day has all of that – and 
much more!”

Rodriguez said, “I would tell any parent to ‘Just do it.’ You will 
find nothing but help and great things at FWCD. Once you start 
the process, you will find people who are willing to go out of 
their way to help your child succeed. My wife and I truly believe 
that Fort Worth Country Day is in a class of its own!”

Peter, Caroline, Grace and Dr. Jan Lacina

Daisy DuBose with her grandson, Christopher Wilkins

Barbara, Jordan, Isaac, Nic and Dr. David KleinIsabel, Ricky and Enrique Rodriguez

Dr. Gloria Lin, Joaquin and Dr. Jésus Castro-Balbi



Laurent Brants ’05, a 
recent Harvard graduate, 
is spending this year 
in Cholula, Mexico, 
exploring the intersection 
between food and the 
customs surrounding 
death, mourning and 
remembrance.

Fort Worth Country Day students, alumni and faculty are touching 
lives all over the world, creating a global heart-warming. Whether 
studying abroad or working with an organization that impacts lives 
in other countries, FWCD graduates are college ready, world ready, 
future ready!

Jennifer Lawrence ’03 is teaching with 
WorldTeach in Costa Rica this year. She 
works with elementary school students in 
a rural area of Costa Rica. On her Web site 
she writes, “This opportunity reflects my 
lifelong goal of increasing the availability of 
quality education throughout the world. My 
journey into the joy of education began as 
I acquired a love of learning at Fort Worth 
Country Day.”

Flaminia Chapman ’99 and Carlo 
Papini ’86 work with their mother’s 
tour business in Rome, Italy. 
Flaminia is at the Colosseum with 
Samantha and Nikki Hubbard, 
current FWCD students.

Julie Acuff ’92 
participated in an 
archeological dig in the 
Mayan Ruins.

Kim Sotman ’07 is taking classes at the 
University of Paris in Paris, France. She 
participates in a consortium of schools called 
“EDUCO,” which includes Emory, Duke, Cornell 
and Tulane. She also writes for a blog: www.
francerevisited.com/extracurricular.  

MS faculty members Michael Parker 
and Chuck Maddux will escort 25 
students to China next summer for an 
educational and cultural tour.

Becca Garrett Finn ’99 taught 
in Shanghai, China, in 2008 
and has taught at the University of 
Rennes, France. 

Jason Harlow ’96 has devoted much of his life to researching 
infectious disease in underprivileged countries. He has studied HIV 
and the human immune system in Durban, South Africa. Jason 
currently works for the Harvard Initiative for Global Health, where he 
started a program to identify, recruit and develop the next generation 
of scientific leaders from resource-limited countries. 

Isabel Luengas ’08 
and Alex Rapp ’09 
are both attending the 
University of 
British Columbia, 
Vancouver, Canada.

Current third and fourth grade students in 
Emmanuelle Pelletier’s French classes are 
corresponding with students in Le Moule, a 
small city on the Island of Guadeloupe, a 
French territory in the Caribbean.

Ed Craver, lacrosse program 
director, will give a lacrosse 
clinic in England. While there 
he will play in a tournament.

Gayle Corkery, 
lower and middle 
school ballet 
teacher, spends 
every summer in 
Germany, studying 
the German 
language. 

Chris Peterson ’92 worked in Zambia, Africa, to build 
an orphanage home for HIV/AIDS double orphans (children 
with both parents who died from the disease) with the 
Christian-based missionary group Every Orphan’s Hope. He 
currently sponsors a young boy from Zambia by providing 
food, clothing, medical care and schooling.

Axton Reilly ’06 traveled to the far east, where he was 
moved by the severe poverty of Bangladesh and India. Reilly 
took short-term action by purchasing a big pot of cooked, hot 
food at a shrine in India and served 50 destitute children. 
After returning to college at Sewanee: The University of the 
South, he addressed long-term hunger needs by sponsoring 
one student to make the same journey  he had made and two 
students to intern with a microfinance organization serving the 
poor.

Baron Lobstein ’89 joined the U.S. Foreign 
Service (the diplomatic service) in 2002, and 
works for the U.S. Department of State. In 
the past seven years he has served at U.S. 
embassies in Trinidad and Tobago; in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan; and currently in Moscow as 
Environment and Health Officer. 

Cully Wiseman ’97 was awarded a Fogarty/Ellison 
Overseas Fellowship in Global Health, one of only 25 
nationally. He spent a year conducting research on 
infectious diseases at the Nelson Mandela School of 
Medicine, University of Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa.

Wade McMullen ’01 worked in Managua, 
Nicaragua, for a year where he helped run a 
public health program benefitting malnourished 
children and their families who lived in a trash 
dump. Wade also spent last summer working 
in Sierra Leone helping to investigate a dispute 
between the local community, government and 
a multinational gold mining company. Wade 
continues to have a global presence as a law 
student at NYU working on human rights abuse 
cases. 
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Global heart-warming

William Smith ’07 
(Cambridge, England)

Marlena Cravens ’08 
(University of Toronto, 
Toronto, Canada)

Eli Garrett ’01 will begin 
work on her MBA at Haute 
Etudes Comercial Paris, 
France.

First Grade is Saving the Rainforest!
First Grade supports the Children’s Eternal 
Rainforest in Monteverde, Costa Rica.
Students are asked to complete an 
environmentally-friendly chore at home 
to earn $1 from their parents. This is a 
culminating activity after their Rainforest and 
Earth Day units. Students have preserved 
several acres each year for about 15 years. 

FWCD students and faculty on Miyajima Island 
during their People-to-People tour to Japan.

Carrie Cheng, MS/US ballet teacher, has taught and choreographed 
in Macau, China, before, and will teach in China again in 2010.

Emma and Margaret 
Lattimore and Natalie and 
Regan Rosenthal are 
headed to France for an 
educational and cultural tour 
over spring break.



Let me count the reasons:
– Beautiful, park-like campus
– Students who are bright and 

eager to learn
– Parents who support both 

the students and the faculty
– A variety of enrichment 
 activities and clubs 
– An incredible fine arts program
– An outstanding college counseling office
– A knowledgeable and dedicated faculty and staff
– Its commitment to community service

Fort Worth Country Day is not only where I teach, 
it is where I chose to send my child to school. She 
graduated two years ago, and is now a Presidential 
Honors Scholar at New York University. Thank you, 
FWCD, for the opportunity to work at an outstanding 
institution of higher learning, and for providing my 
child with the skills to be successful in all of her 
endeavors.

Darlene Ignagni, 
Fourth Grade Teacher

As a student at Fort Worth 
Country Day, I first began to 
realize the importance of 
education and the learning 
process. Every situation in 
life is a learning experience 
or an opportunity to make a 
decision. My teachers and 
coaches at FWCD always 
stressed this concept. I realized the impact 
a teacher or coach could have on a student. 
Now that I serve as a coach and the Director of 
Breakthrough (a program that helps undeserved 
students reach their dreams), FWCD provides me 
with the opportunity to give back to the school 
that has given me so much. Seeing a student 
accomplish a goal that he never thought possible 
is what makes my job at FWCD such a rewarding 
experience.

Joe Breedlove ’78, 
Director of Breakthrough Fort Worth/

Boys Basketball Program Director
Fort Worth Country Day has been a special part 

of my family for more 
than three years now, and 
what a wonderful time it 
has been. When my wife 
and I made the decision 
to leave a school we had 
been a part of for nearly 
years 10 years, we weren’t 
sure what to expect here 
at FWCD. Now we know – an extended family. The 
kids I have taught in second grade are terrific and 
always want to know about my own family and 
share delightful stories about theirs. My former 
students always say hello and act as if I was still 
their teacher. The parents are very supportive and 
make it easy for me to be a teacher, a parent of 
a second grader and kindergartner, and a friend. 
I do not come to work every day – I arrive at my 
second home.

Jeff Rozanski, 
Second Grade Teacher

At FWCD, we define sustainability as “the 
wise use and management of limited 
resources.” Often, that extends beyond 
natural assets and includes money, time 
and attention. This year, the School is 
pulling together internal and external 
resources to define new sustainable 
standards and practical targets for 
capital projects, facility improvements 
and ongoing maintenance. Fortunately, 
our students are leaders in “being 
green” so they are heavily involved 
in implementing ongoing sustainable 
targets.

Our new and remodeled buildings 
are designed to conserve energy and 
reduce consumption. The Jill and 
Charles Fischer Dining Pavilion and the 
Sid W. Richardson Visual Arts Center 
are oriented to capture natural light 
and avoid the harsh southern sun. 
The facilities utilize new energy-saving 
technologies in the heating/cooling 
systems, automated lighting system, 
appliances and restroom fixtures.

Plans for the Louella and Nicholas 
Martin Campus Center, which is under 
construction now, also include energy 
efficient and environmentally-friendly 
technologies and fixtures.
 
FWCD has an elaborate campus 
drainage system that runs from the 
ropes course hill down to the pond. You 
see a pretty pond as you enter campus; 
we see a water management system. 
That water irrigates athletic fields and 
lawns. Avoiding expensive city water, 
virtually the entire campus is irrigated 

by the pond that is fed by rain run-off, 
along with a school well. Our irrigation 
system gathers climate information and 
shuts down if it is raining. The School’s 
smart operating system minimizes 
waste. 

We are identifying areas of campus for 
xeriscape gardening using native plants 
with minimal irrigation as well as areas 
to replicate like the Bluebonnet Hill and 
our nationally-recognized Lower School 
Habitat Garden.

We have expanded our recycling efforts 
beyond paper to include plastic and 
aluminum. As a school, we are looking 
for areas where sustainability intersects 
with good education and smart business.

The rotating tray return station in the 
Betsy and Steve Palko Dining Room is 
the most visible sign of the School’s 
move away from disposable plates, 
flatware and cups. Centralizing dining 
services in one location has reduced 
trash and campus maintenance. This fall, 
hundreds of students said “no, thank 
you” to paper and styrofoam cups when 
they purchased FWCD Goes Green water 
bottles.  

The students and faculty in the science 
department are taking the lead in using 
the natural resources of the campus 
to enhance our classrooms. The new 
dock on the pond will become a biology 
research station for middle school 
classes. The upper school environmental 
science class is restoring a section of 
the hill by removing invasive species 

and planting native grasses. They were 
awarded a $15,000 Healthy Habitat 
grant from the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department for their service-learning 
project.

The redesigned Web site is an important 
sustainability tool. Electronic reference 
sites, homework assignments, progress 
reports and report cards are more than 
just fast and convenient; they save 
paper, printing and postage.  

Beyond targeted maintenance, 
our academic divisions are rising to the 
challenge, employing tactics that cost 
little or nothing and integrating easy 
changes that will save power. Not using 
energy is the cheapest way to save 
energy.
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Ensuring sustainability

Reduce,
reuse, 
recycle 

is FWCD’s 
mantra.

Offering excellent academic preparation 
in a supportive environment, Fort Worth 
Country Day has been preparing its 
graduates for college success for more 
than 45 years. 

Because FWCD students are challenged 
to think critically and write analytically, 
they enter college confident in their skills, 
and are more prepared than many of 
their peers to take full advantage of the 
collegiate experience. 

The school’s rigorous college preparatory 
curriculum includes a wide selection 
of Honors and Advanced Placement 
courses. “It is common for our students 
to earn college credit or gain advanced 
standing through AP exam performance 
or by taking college placement exams,” 
says Kristin Vaughn, director of college 
counseling. 

Outside the classroom, FWCD students 
are encouraged to find their passion 
among the school’s broad athletic, visual 
and performing arts and community 
service opportunities. 

At FWCD, the College Counseling Office 
is dedicated to making the transition 
from high school to college a smooth and 
enjoyable experience. The primary goal 
of the office is to provide support for all 
students, helping each one find his or 
her appropriate match. “We expect our 
students to be knowledgeable and ready 

to navigate the college process no matter 
where they choose to apply,” Vaughn 
says.

At the beginning of her senior year, 
Alexandra Brown ’09 was a step 
ahead of her friends at other schools. 
“Working with the college counselors 
in weekly classes during my junior and 
senior years gave me a much-needed 
support system,” she says. “The time 
spent in college counseling class 
was helpful, and I learned important 
information that allowed me to lay 
the stepping stones to prepare for the 
college process. Going into my senior 
year, I knew what was required to apply 
and how important it was to meet 
deadlines.”

Traditionally, 100 percent of FWCD 
graduates attend four-year colleges and 
universities. NYU, Stanford, Penn and the 
University of Chicago are just a few of the 
schools where students were admitted 
this fall. Students who stay in Texas have 
acceptance rates exceeding the levels set 
by in-state institutions. 

From the Ivy League and Oberlin’s 
Conservatory of Music to top private 
liberal arts colleges around the 
country, FWCD students’ acceptances 
demonstrate an outstanding level of 
preparation, plus an ability to contribute 
positively to their campus and, ultimately, 
to their world. 

The road to college is an expressway…
and it runs through Fort Worth Country Day

More than 150 schools typically participate in College Day, from large 
public institutions to small liberal arts colleges, giving FWCD students 
a wide range of options to consider. 

Why do I teach at Fort Worth Country Day?



Call us at 817.302.3209 to arrange a personal tour.
*Please RSVP to Yolanda Espinoza at yespinoza@fwcds.org or 817.302.3209

4200 Country Day Lane, Fort Worth, TX 76109-4299

fwcd.org

Our students think so!

Can 
challenging 
be fun?

K-12 Prospective Parent Coffees and Tours: Jan. 20 and Feb. 3, 8:30-10 a.m.
3 A’s Prospective Family Dinner and Open House for Grades 5-12: Feb. 3, 6 p.m.*

Application Deadline Kindergarten Feb. 1; Application Deadline Grades 1-12: March 24

Integrating technology with learning
Technology is an integral part of everyday 
life for students and faculty at FWCD. With 
more than 600 computers on campus, 
students are able to integrate the latest 
technology skills into their studies. 

FWCD’s new iPhone application is 
available for free in the iTunes store 
and features athletics, events and 
directory information. Web-enabled 
content is also delivered to the 
Blackberry and other smart phones. 

FWCD maintains connections with 
alumni on its Facebook site and 
tweets on Twitter! Many faculty 
members are embracing social 
media in education by making use 
of great tools such as Edmodo 
and Wordpress. The Falcon 

Quill, FWCD’s award-winning student 
newspaper, is even available online!

Technology adds to the overall experience 
by promoting lifelong learning and 
supporting intellectual curiosity. FWCD 
strives to ensure that students are 
taught to use technology in ways that 
are consistent with its core values and 
philosophy.  

Technology has become a tool for 
the development of higher-order 
thinking skills. FWCD offers computer 
science courses in all divisions. Lower 

School students receive instruction 
in keyboarding, word processing and 
graphics. Technology in the Middle School 
is thoroughly integrated into academic 
classes. The Upper School has a 
traditional computer science department 
featuring both basic, honors and 
Advanced Placement coursework.

FWCD has both traditional computer 
labs and mobile laptop labs. Printers, 
scanners and presentation projectors are 
located in every division. Video boards in 
the Fischer Dining Pavilion, the Schwartz 
Administration Building and the Sid 
W. Richardson Visual Arts Center keep 
everyone up to date on campus activities 
and schedules.

FWCD has more than 30 interactive 
Promethean electronic whiteboards and 
Active Response Systems on campus. 
Students and teachers in every division 
have made tremendous use of this 
engaging technology to deliver content-
rich lessons that reach every student. 

FWCD’s high speed Internet network 
enables teachers to stream media into 
their classrooms, utilize an extensive 
online database collection and make 
connections with peers across town 
or across the world. The entire FWCD 
campus is also blanketed by a state-of-
the-art wireless network, which covers 

all academic, arts and athletic buildings 
and most of the surrounding grounds. 
Teachers and students can use their 
personal laptops and other portable 
devices to use technology wherever and 
whenever it suits their needs.

FWCD’s redesigned Web site 
(fwcd.org) serves as a viewbook for 
the world, enabling potential students 
and parents to learn about the school. 
Visitors can tour the campus through our 
interactive online map. Once logged in, 
parents, students, faculty and alumni 
can view academic pages, alumni pages, 
parent pages and athletics pages. 
The portals allow users to keep up 
with homework, grades and academic 
schedules as well as athletics scores, 
contest highlights and schedules.   

Fort Worth Country Day’s mission for 
technology is to promote the qualities of 
critical thinking, effective communication, 
collaboration and independent 
scholarship, and to facilitate the broad 
use of authentic educational technologies 
within the FWCD community. While 
technology is an integral component of 
the educational experience, we remember 
that it is only one part of the broader 
experience afforded to all FWCD students.


