
History speaks for itself: 
Natural gas costs less.
With abundant and increasing supply, the cost of
natural gas has been dropping. But electricity costs 
have	been	climbing.	For	an	equivalent	amount	of
energy, electricity costs on average three times more 
than the cost of  natural gas. 

Cost in $/Million Btu, 2010 to 2012*

2010 2011 2012

Natural gas $11.06 $10.70 $10.23

Electricity $33.82 $34.58 $34.70

Go high-efficiency to further reduce 
costs and emissions.
The	American	Council	for	an	Energy-Efficient	
Economy	distinguishes	natural	gas	furnaces	as	among	
the	most	energy-efficient	sources	of 	heating	available,	
with	condensing	furnaces	offering	efficiencies	as	high	
as	98	percent.	High-efficiency	natural	gas	water	heating	
systems	also	are	available.	Upgrading	to	high-efficiency	
natural gas appliances is the best way to shrink your 
carbon footprint and monthly energy costs.
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No matter the source, most energy starts with extraction, then processing 
and fi nally delivery of the fuel to the point of use at your home. Along the way 
there are losses. Electricity generation and delivery has substantial losses —
on average losing so much that only 32 percent of the energy used for power 
generation is delivered to your home. In contrast, 92 percent of natural gas 
produced at the wellhead is delivered to you as usable energy. 

Dollar for dollar, natural 
gas delivers more 
energy and heat to your 
home, with a much 
lower environmental 
impact, than electricity. 

Source: ESC - Residential Carbon Calculator

CO2 Emissions: 
Gas vs. Electric home

“Replacing my older 
natural gas furnace 
with a 96-percent 
efficient model cut 
my annual heating 
costs by 18 percent.”
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There are major effi ciency 
differences between the delivery 
of natural gas and electricity, from 
source of production to the ultimate 
location of use. This impacts the 
total air emissions attributable 
to the energy you use at home. 
Taking the losses above into 
account, a 2,000-sq.-ft. natural gas 
home reduces sulfur oxide (SOx) 
emissions by nearly 100 percent, 
nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions 
by 69 percent and CO2 emissions 
by 45 percent compared to a 
comparable all-electric home. 

NOx & SOx Emissions: 
Gas vs. Electric home

Total emissions attributable to an average 2,000-sq.-ft. natural 
gas versus electric home 

P
ou

nd
s 

pe
r 

Y
ea

r

P
ou

nd
s 

pe
r 

Y
ea

r

Natural Gas

Electric

History speaks for itself: 
Natural gas costs less.
With abundant and increasing supply, the cost of  
natural gas has been dropping. But electricity costs 
have	been	climbing.	For	an	equivalent	amount	of 	
energy, electricity costs on average three times more 
than the cost of  natural gas. 

Cost in $/Million Btu, 2010 to 2012*

2010 2011 2012

Natural gas $11.06 $10.70 $10.23

Electricity $33.82 $34.58 $34.70

Go high-effi ciency to further reduce 
costs and emissions.
The	American	Council	for	an	Energy-Effi	cient	
Economy	distinguishes	natural	gas	furnaces	as	among	
the	most	energy-effi	cient	sources	of 	heating	available,	
with	condensing	furnaces	offering	effi	ciencies	as	high	
as	98	percent.	High-effi	ciency	natural	gas	water	heating	
systems	also	are	available.	Upgrading	to	high-effi	ciency	
natural gas appliances is the best way to shrink your 
carbon footprint and monthly energy costs.
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No matter the source, most energy starts with extraction, then processing 
and finally delivery of the fuel to the point of use at your home. Along the way 
there are losses. Electricity generation and delivery has substantial losses —
on average losing so much that only 32 percent of the energy used for power 
generation is delivered to your home. In contrast, 92 percent of natural gas 
produced at the wellhead is delivered to you as usable energy. 

Dollar for dollar, natural 
gas delivers more 
energy and heat to your 
home, with a much 
lower environmental 
impact, than electricity. 

Source: ESC - Residential Carbon Calculator

CO2 Emissions: 
Gas vs. Electric home

“Replacing my older 
natural gas furnace 
with a 96-percent 
effi  cient model cut 
my annual heating 
costs by 18 percent.”
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There are major efficiency 
differences between the delivery 
of natural gas and electricity, from 
source of production to the ultimate 
location of use. This impacts the 
total air emissions attributable 
to the energy you use at home. 
Taking the losses above into 
account, a 2,000-sq.-ft. natural gas 
home reduces sulfur oxide (SOx) 
emissions by nearly 100 percent, 
nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions 
by 69 percent and CO2 emissions 
by 45 percent compared to a 
comparable all-electric home. 

NOx & SOx Emissions: 
Gas vs. Electric home

Total emissions attributable to an average 2,000-sq.-ft. natural 
gas versus electric home 
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Clean, comfortable natural gas: 

Better for the environment,

Better for your budget.

We’re here to help. 
Learn more about how natural gas heating, hot 
water and other appliances can save you money 
while reducing environmental impacts.

Contact us and discover why natural gas is the 
natural choice for you and the environment. 

Natural gas is the energy source of  choice for 
today’s homeowners. In the past 40 years, the 
number of  natural gas customers has increased 72 
percent. 

Why do homeowners value natural gas heat, hot 
water and other appliances? Because in addition 
to delivering exceptional comfort, it is the natural 
choice for those concerned about cost, the 
environment and the economy. 

•	 The cost per million British thermal units (Btu,
a standard unit of  energy) averages $34.70 for 
electricity, but only $10.23 for natural gas.*

•	 Compared to a similar all-electric home, a
2,000-sq.-ft. natural gas home can significantly
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.*

•	 99 percent of our natural gas is produced in
North America, with enough supply to last 
100+ years,** benefiting our economy and
national security.

Natural gas delivers comfort and 
economy, while trimming your carbon 

footprint up to 45 percent.
*U.S. Energy Information Administration.
** American Gas Association

Natural gas: Clean, Green, 
Affordable and Abundant.

Clean, comfortable natural gas: 

Better for the environment,

Better for your budget.

We’re here to help. 
Learn more about how natural gas heating, hot 
water and other appliances can save you money 
while reducing environmental impacts.

Contact us and discover why natural gas is the 
natural choice for you and the environment. 

Natural gas is the energy source of  choice for 
today’s homeowners. In the past 40 years, the 
number of  natural gas customers has increased 72 
percent. 

Why do homeowners value natural gas heat, hot 
water and other appliances? Because in addition 
to delivering exceptional comfort, it is the natural 
choice for those concerned about cost, the 
environment and the economy. 

•	 The	cost	per	million	British	thermal	units	(Btu,	
a standard unit of  energy) averages $34.70 for 
electricity, but only $10.23 for natural gas.*

•	 Compared	to	a	similar	all-electric	home,	a	
2,000-sq.-ft.	natural	gas	home	can	significantly	
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.*

•	 99	percent	of 	our	natural	gas	is	produced	in	
North America, with enough supply to last 
100+	years,**	benefiting	our	economy	and	
national security.

Natural gas delivers comfort and 
economy, while trimming your carbon 

footprint up to 45 percent.
*U.S. Energy Information Administration.
** American Gas Association

Natural gas: Clean, Green,  
Affordable and Abundant.


