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Professional Design Engineers 
MUST master CAD 

Here are some of the best industrial design 
software for 2025: 

• SolidWorks: Known for its extensive toolset and user-friendly interface, 

SolidWorks is a top choice for product design and mechanical 

engineering.  

• AutoCAD: A robust CAD software that supports 2D drafting and 3D 

modeling, making it ideal for architects, engineers, and construction 

professionals.  

• Rhinoceros 3D (Rhino): A powerful 3D modeling software that excels in 

complex product design and simulations.  

• Fusion 360: A versatile CAD software that integrates with various 

manufacturing systems and supports collaborative design processes.  

• Blender: An open-source 3D creation suite that offers comprehensive 

modeling, animation, and rendering capabilities.  

•  Creo: Known for its parametric and direct modeling capabilities suitable 

for complex product designs and simulations.  

These software options are expected to meet 
the evolving needs of designers and 
manufacturers in 2025, create detailed product 
designs, simulate their functionality, and 
streamline the design process. 
 

Here are some of the best software for mechanical 
engineers in 2025: 

• SolidWorks: Known for its 3D modeling and simulation capabilities, 
SolidWorks is ideal for complex assemblies and prototyping.  
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• CATIA: Dominates the aerospace and automotive industries, offering 
advanced surface modeling and large-scale project handling.  

• Siemens NX: Combines CAD, CAM, and CAE into a unified platform, 
favored for end-to-end product lifecycle management.  

• Autodesk Inventor: Features AI-driven automation for sheet metal 
design and drawing documentation, making it versatile for machinery 
and consumer products.  

• AutoCAD: Essential for 2D drafting and manufacturing drawings, widely 
used for creating blueprints and layout designs.  

• PTC Creo: Offers parametric and direct modeling capabilities that are 

suitable for various engineering applications.  

• Fusion 360: A cloud-based solution that integrates CAD, CAM, and CAE 

in a single platform.  
These tools are for mechanical engineering 
projects, providing intuitive interfaces and 
powerful design features essential for enhancing 
design skills, improving simulation capabilities, 
and boosting career prospects in 2025. 
 
 

What is CAD? – Everything you need to 

know about computer-aided design 
What is CAD? you might be wondering if you're considering a career in 

architecture, engineering or product design. Jobs in these areas often require 

skills in computer-aided design as a requisite, but what is CAD exactly, how does 

it work, and how do you learn it? 

Since we specialize in news and reviews on a wide range of creative sectors, we've 

reviewed a lot of CAD software over the years, and we've spoken to users who 

contribute features and tutorials to the site. In this guide, we'll provide a basic 

overview of everything you need to know about CAD to get started.  
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What is CAD? 

 
CAD stands for computer-aided design, although you may also hear the 

earlier term computer-aided drafting, or a combination: computer-aided 

design and drafting (CADD). These might sound like quite broad concepts, 

and they are. CAD can refer to any use of computers to help the design 

process, but there are two main types: 2D CAD and 3D CAD. 

CAD is used to create, modify, test, and analyze or optimize designs in a wide 

range of areas, from designing skyscrapers to tiny machine parts. 

In the past, designs were drafted by hand using a pencil on paper. CAD emerged 

in the 1960s and has shaped how designers work by replacing drawing boards, 

protractors, and T-squares with specialist computer programs. 

These programs allow users to efficiently create virtual replicas of physical 

artifacts to test and iterate on them and then produce electronic files for print, 

machining, or other forms of manufacturing. These can take the form of 2D 

blueprints or 3D models. 
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What is CAD used for? 

CAD is used in a wide range of industries, from architecture and product design 

to aerospace, automobile design, electrical engineering, and life sciences. As a 

result, people entering these areas will often be expected to have CAD skills. 

Within these fields, CAD tools are used for everything from concept development 

and creating mockups and visual prototypes to the detailed design of 

components, analysis and optimization, creating guidelines and instructions, 

rendering, and animation. 

How does CAD work? 
CAD programs allow designers to visualize designs, simulate performance to test 

them for stress, material strength, and then make adjustments and iterate. 

The processes and workflows used vary across different industries and depend on 

the type of CAD used. Architects use CAD to envision real-world buildings in a 

virtual environment, first through conceptual sketches to detailed blueprints. 
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By using CAD programs, architects can experiment with designs, layouts, and 

materials and check that their choices meet the desired aesthetics as well as 

practical needs for a given site. 

What are the benefits of CAD? 

 

CAD has a lot of benefits compared to hand-drawing. It allows virtual 

prototyping, the creation of complex geometry and assemblies, and precise 

virtual analysis of properties, tolerance, and kinematics. CAD programs can also 

be used to create photorealistic product renders. 

Since they allow users to simulate performance, CAD programs make it easier to 

test things and ensure components fit a project before going to production, 

improving efficiency and accuracy. Designs made using CAD software can also 

help protect products concepts by providing documentation for patent 

applications, and they can speed up time to market. 
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Using CAD software increases productivity, too, since programs are optimized to 

speed up workflows and automate repetitive tasks. Settings can be adjusted to 

different industry standards, and parts of drawings can be reused in others. CAD 

can also improve communication among team members and partners by 

producing neat drawings and clear documentation, and databases, and CAD data 

can be used to extract machine codes for computer-aided manufacturing (CAM). 

What are the different types of CAD? 

We have a dedicated guide to the types of CAD, but basically, there are two main 

types of CAD: 2D and 3D. 2D CAD models are flat technical drawings providing 

information such as structural details and dimensions. This can include floor plans 

for buildings and blueprints for the manufacture or reproduction of objects. 

3D CAD models provide virtual models of objects in all dimensions and can also 

show how they operate and fit together with other objects. These are used in 

mechanics, manufacturing, and car design, and more. 

What is the best way to learn CAD? 

If you're considering a career in a field where CAD is used, you may be wondering 

how long it takes to learn CAD and whether you can learn CAD on your own. 

Most people learn CAD through a combination of formal online or in-person 

courses, tutorials, and practical exercises. If you want to learn CAD on your own 

for free, there are lots of tutorials online. It will probably be best to start by 

choosing the software program that's most used in your industry and following 

online tutorials and practice projects and joining online communities dedicated 

to that specific program. Experts suggest that it's possible to learn the basics of 

CAD with about 20 hours of tuition, and up to around 100 hours of practice. If 

you don't already have drawing skills, you may want to start there and first 

master the basics of 2D drawing, and then 3D. You'll also need to be familiar with 

basic mathematical and geometrical concepts. 

 

 


