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Puducherry
A French-inspired 
aesthetic and its 
respect for the 

artisanal has made 
Auroville a hub 
for the best of 

furniture and décor

WOOD’N DESIGN
Frenchman Vincent 
Roy uses teak and 
Kalimardu wood 
sourced from old 

structures to create 
contemporary furniture 
based on Scandinavian 
and modern infl uences.

 
KENJI 

MATSUMOTO 
Auroville-based 

Matsumoto’s Japanese-
style furniture have 

signature designs that 
emphasise the cut and 
grain. He partners aged 

planks with a sturdy 
minimalistic base. 

WORKTREE 
Luk Gastmans uses 
responsibly-sourced 

wood to make 
beautifully-grained 

plates, chopsticks and 
rolling pins, 

AUROVILLE.COM 
From bath and body 
products to food and 
so much in between, 
here is where you will 
fi nd the curated best 

of everything that 
Aurovillians produce.

—MS Rajan

‘Wonderland’ bowl and 
‘Geek’ aluminium table 
lamp on Auroville.com

Conscious architects and discerning designers are making this tech-forward
city into the country’s leading design hub, fi nds MANJU SARA RAJAN

B E N G A L U R U

E D I T O R ’ S  C H O I C E
KHOSLA 
ASSOCIATES
Sandeep Khosla’s fi rm 
is probably Bengaluru’s 
most awarded. The 
architecture and design 
practice has taken on 
projects of all sizes and 
intentions—from an 
intimate pavilion-styled 
retreat that blends into 
Maharashtra’s Sahayadri 
mountains to the pop-
accented Park Hotel in 
Vishakhapatnam.  

MATHEW 
AND GHOSH 
ARCHITECTS
From the Central 
Jail Museum to the 
Cinnamon store, Nisha 
Mathew and Soumitro 
Ghosh’s award-winning 
design interventions 
have touched several 
projects. Common 
to all is a subtlety 
that emphasises the 
environment rather 
than design fl ourishes. 

Sandeep 
KhoslaThe M9 

workspace in 
Bengaluru

M9 DESIGN STUDIO
Led by Nischal Abhaykumar and Jesal Pathak, this 
design fi rm specialises in architecture, interiors and 
customised product development. The Courtyard in 
Bengaluru is the perfect example of the fi rm’s ethos, 
where a building with a polycarbonate sheet facade 
lives in the same compound as a heritage home.

S U S T A I N A B L E  C H I C

ANDAGERE ARCHITECTS
Architect Ajith Andagere’s most 
famous projects have been created in 
exceptional natural environments—be 
it the meandering contours of the 
Western Ghats or the tropical climes 
of the Andaman isles. In these visceral 
places, he’s updated traditional 
materials and design elements to suit 
contemporary living, in a style you 
could describe as rustic-elegance. >

KARUN KUMBERA 
ARCHITECTS
Kumbera’s design for 4/4 
Penthouse is unlike anything 
you’ll see. Made of everyday 
materials elevated by use 
and vision, the 3,100sqft fl at 
is reminiscent of the Eames 
House in LA. Kumbera is a 
radical, so it helps if you too 
count yourself a rebel!

MADE IN EARTH
Sustainable architecture 
designs are often guilty of 
being too rustic to satisfy 
contemporary sensibilities. 
Made In Earth’s projects don’t 
su� er the same problem. 
Their designs are on-trend 
and respectful of sustainable 
construction practices. 

Jalakara Villa Hotel 
by Ajith Andagere

COLLECTIVE 
PROJECT
The portfolio of 
founding partners 
Eliza Higgins 
and Cyrus Patell 
covers a spectrum 
of projects, from 
a playschool to 
residential projects. 
As with many small 
sized, large-thinking 
fi rms—they also 
devise product 
design solutions for 
their projects, 
especially lighting. 

HIDDEN GEM

Old Burma teak stool from the 
‘Explorations in Carving’ collection


