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example. She is 17 years old and I’m 57—that’s 
a 40-year age difference. I was at a conference in 
Los Angeles with her and on stage I did some 
kind of crown acting [the artist made the ani-
mated music video You Should See Me In A 
Crown with Eilish]. It was a big audience and a 
great experience. I guess I like keeping things 
new and fresh. That’s what works for me when 
collaborating with other artists.
  
RM: Describe your artistic process.
TM: Each piece has a different process.
To realise the fi rst Doraemon artwork was 
a very challenging job. There are works 
that can be completed in a relatively short 
time, but some of my paintings and sculp-
tures can take four to six years. It’s like a 
very slow chess game. I’ve found a lan-
guage of my own for the years—it takes 
time to think about the composition and 
colour. Sometimes, just honing an idea 
(the thinking and researching) takes 
years. Then I sketch it out, print it and 
put it on the wall. It takes time to concep-
tually and visually produce the actual 
painting.

RM: Apart from art, what else is on the agenda?
TM: One of my goals is to constantly create fi lms, animation 
or live action. I want to create for children, maybe a movie 
with a cute animation style. I’m still learning because I have 
no skills in that fi eld. ■

COVER STORY
St+art presents the Aravani 

Art Project in a special 
collaboration to create an 

original artwork for
Vogue’s Art Report

 
ABOUT THE ARTIST

Aravani Art Project is a trans-
people and allies art collective. 

It involves collaborative 
workshops and public art 
projects to raise voices, 

awareness and well-being, 
by and for the transgender 
community and its allies.

ARTIST STATEMENT
“Art for all might be a term 
we stress on now, but it has 
always existed. We need to 

spread it now more than ever. 
What we would also like to 

address through our process, 
and through this cover, is the 

beautiful bridge between 
art and activism. It is slowly 

building a very unique visual 
culture and language, and 
helping with the ambiguity 

between art and people who 
are not necessarily artists. We 

would like to add to it the 
vibrancy that we live around, 
celebrating local artists, folk 
artists, tribal artists, poets, 
writers, performers and art 
forms through this simple 

collage of everyday artists.”

(Top to bottom:)
A Blue Sky! Like 
We Could Go On 
Forever!; So Much 
Fun, Under the Blue 
Sky; Doraemon 
Sitting Up: 
“Yoo-hoo, Nobita!”; 
Doraemon: Time 
with Friends 
(all 2019)

“‘Super� at’ 
is about 

how social 
networking 

creates a 
� atness of 

information”
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