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Is there queer representation in the Indian art 
world? Are there safe spaces, inclusive agendas, 

and a real sense of community? Curator 
Shaunak Mahbubani attempts to find answers

V I E W P O I N T

For one evening in early September this year, the Goethe-Institut Max 
Mueller Bhavan in Delhi dropped its gender-segregated frisking system 
and changed its traditional girl/boy washrooms to include all genders. 
The space, a hotbed between the capital’s cultural ecosystem and queer 
movement, was transformed. Think UV lighting and electronic music 
alongside a non-binary makeup workshop, performances, poetry, drag 
kings, and gender non-conforming DJs disrupting the institution and de-

manding a safer space for 
everyone. We called it the 
Queer Futures Potluck 
Party, where we each 
brought a bit of our-
selves. “A party becomes 
an important site…as 
an informal gathering 
where we can explore 
community care while 
making it fun for every-
one, through acceptance 
and affirmative consent,” 
shares Vidisha-Fadescha, 
who co-curated the pro-
ject with me. This got me 
thinking: what are the 
other safe—and more in-
clusive—spaces within 
the Indian art world? 

BEYOND  
BINARIES
This need to create all-
inclusive spaces, with a 
strong sense of commu-
nity, is a shared goal of 
many new initiatives that 

have stopped waiting for institutional support. 
But we are aware of our shortcomings: the 
queer art scene, just like queer activism, has 
been primarily male-dominated. However, with 
increased awareness of intersectionality and 
pop culture representation, like the TV series 
Pose, fem and trans voices are slowly coming to 
the forefront. Closer home, the Aravani Art Pro-
ject is a collective of womxn, many of whom 
come from traditional Aravani communities in 
Karnataka. Painting murals as a statement to 
claim public space, the collective has worked on 
several walls across the country, and even one at 
Facebook’s headquarters in San Francisco. Art-
ist Shanthi Muniswamy says, “The project has 
given us a positive way to build bridges between 
the trans community and society at large.”

“Queerness has never been given space in in-
stitutions; it has never been considered impor-
tant,” says Suresh Jayaram, founder of 1Shan-
thiRoad in Bengaluru. The independently-run 
space has been a haven for queer artists in the 
country, whom it supports via exhibitions > 

Drag artist 
Zeesh celebrates 

queer identities 
through his 

performances


