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English pedigree, the Indian infl uence in the house is un-
mistakable. The room has a cushioned area, modelled after 
an Indian gadda, fl anked by a series of black-and-white co-
lonial-era illustrations of Indian architecture. 

 
FAMILY MATTERS
Perhaps that explains why this is also the room where the 
Lodha family spends most of its time when in London, 
lounging over games and conversations on its informal seat-
ing. “We developed the house in a way that made sure eve-
rybody would be comfortable,” says Abhishek, who stays 
here every month when visiting on work. Vinti, on the other 
hand, is often seen during school holidays with their chil-
dren, Ayraah, Aavir and Armaana (aged 11, six and two re-
spectively) as well as their extended family. “The children 
love it here because it’s so different from our Mumbai home, 
which is rather horizontal,” says Vinti. “They love going up 

and down the stairs.” As if on cue, the stairwell reverberates 
with voices while TV sounds drift out from a bedroom. 

Stairs are certainly a conspicuous feature of the Lodha 
home, which spans over nine fl oors, including three base-
ment levels and six bedrooms—big enough to accommodate 
the extended family. Rules surrounding the renovation of 
historic buildings in Britain meant very few changes could 
be made to the Grade II heritage structure, and features of 
the original townhouse, built in the 1850s,  have been re-
tained—especially on the ground fl oor. “The building need-
ed a complete gut job, but we had a lot of limitations in terms 
of what we could and couldn’t touch,” notes designer-archi-
tect Rajiv Saini. “But you’ve got to respect the history of the 
house, so it was a case of getting our designs signed off by the 
planning offi cers and listed building offi cers.” 

The vibe is more formal on the ground fl oor living room 
where a multi-faceted blue coffee table from Mayfair’s >  
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