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It is clear that the designer’s love for 
the exceptional extends to the people 
with whom he surrounds himself. Un-
like the usual glamour and fl ash of the 
fashion world that he is so integral to, 
the guestlist comprises a few of the 
women he has admired over the years. 
From Meeta Ghose, who heads his jew-
ellery department and was the one 
who encouraged him to make his fi rst 
design portfolio decades ago, to veter-
an dancer Mallika Sarabhai, who 
Mukherjee recalls chasing at an air-
port as a student (“I was mesmerised 
by the confi dence with which she strut-
ted through security in a bottle-green 
velvet sharara,” he shares), his guest 
list is a curious mix of mentors and 
fi rst-time meet-cutes. “I was lucky to 

have grown up around some very 
strong women—be it my teachers 
or my mother, aunt or grand-
mother… I remain inspired by 
women who are strong and have 
opinions. You don’t have to agree 
with each other all the time, but 
that’s the fun.” He pauses and 
looks around, reverentially, at the 
women in the room and continues, 
“When you put 10 strong people in a 
room, it’s powerful, even combustible, 
but isn’t that so much better than a 
tepid conversation where no one really 
says what they mean?” Here we spot-
light a few women who are part of 
Mukherjee’s inner circle—the ones 
who say what they mean, be it in draw-
ing rooms or through their work.

Chef Asma Khan whips up 
Mukherjee’s favourite treats, which 
include her signature beetroot 
chop and Kolkata prawn fry

Khan, who speaks about embracing 
community through food. Above all, 
her goal as an immigrant chef is sim-
ple—to create a sense of belonging, be 
it for her guests at an intimate tea 
party in Kolkata, at the café she set up 
in Iraq as a safe space for ISIS survi-
vors living in displacement, or at her 
restaurant in London.

TOP CHEF
“I am a success. As women, we don’t 
say that about ourselves enough. It’s 
time we take back the right to be,” 
states chef and restaurateur Asma 
Khan, a champion of women’s rights 
and the fi rst British chef to star in Net-
fl ix’s Chef’s Table. Her restaurant,  
Darjeeling Express, is one of London’s 
toughest to get into, with reservations 
being made months in advance, and it 
boasts of a kitchen that is run by 
erstwhile housewives. When we meet 
Khan, she is elbow-deep in churning 
out a delectable feast for this tea party, 
with everything from beetroot chops 
(Mukherjee’s favourite) to scones with 
clotted cream and preserves. “There is 
great honour in feeding people,” says 
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