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K.ou.zlo{n}
[Czech for ‘magic’, ‘to be under a spell’]

Karlovy-Vary, a quaint spa town right 
outside Prague, is famed for its healing 
thermal springs, spring gardens in full 

bloom, candy-coloured houses that line its 
canals, and innocuous pavement squares 
that strike up a tune if you step on them.

Czech Republic

JUST 
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Struggling to � nd the 
right word to describe the 
sensation a place evokes 
in you? SHREYA SHAH 
picks seven places and 

the words from their local 
parlance that say it all

Dra.um.kennt{a} 
[Icelandic for ‘dreamy’]

The word sums up an 
experience at Greenland’s 
Myggedalen Village—the 

veritable edge of the 
world where a mysterious 

dreamscape presents itself 
between softly twinkling 

lights, gently rising peaks, 
and a glimpse of the 

Northern Lights.

Greenland

Long.an.tach{a} 
[Scottish Gaelic for 
‘legendary’]

Stories swirl thick as mist 
around King Arthur’s Seat, a 
stunning peak in Edinburgh. 
Believed to be the location of 
the legendary Camelot, the 
slopes of the hill are said to be 
covered with dew that prevents 
ageing, and a sleeping dragon 
is said to be coiled around this 
dormant volcano.

Scotland

Sc.in.ti l . lo{v} 
[Italian for ‘glittering’]

The feeling as you 
walk into Rome’s 
Trastevere with the 
sunrise and sit at the 
steps of the fountain to 
take in the luminous 
mosaics that form 
parts of the street and 
historical buildings.

Italy

Vi.vo{a} 
[Spanish for ‘lively’]

A little past Barcelona lies 
Costa Brava—the landscape 
that greatly inspired Salvador 
Dali. Kick back with an 
aperitivo, and catch a fl amen-
co show at the Gran Casino to 
enjoy the beauty of its sapphire 
waters and brilliant sunsets.

Spain

Sé.dui.sant{v} 
[French for ‘seductive’]

Paris is a skilled temptress, and 
half the fun lies in getting lost 
with her. The sweeping boule-

vards of Champs-Elysées, jewel-
toned boulangeries, and secret 

passageways, like Passage Jouffroy, 
paint a dainty daytime picture. 

But as night emerges, there awaits 
a heady tryst fi lled with high 

heels, smoky nightclubs, 
enchanting shows like the Lido, 

and fl utes of Merlot.

France

Fabu.lie.ren{v} 
[Swiss German for ‘to spin a yarn’]

Switzerland intoxicates you without even trying. Grindelwald 
opens up like a cozy storybook and invites you in—wide vistas 
of green, lofty snow-topped peaks, fi elds dotted with daisies 
and speckled cows taking in the sunshine. You can’t help but 
rhapsodise over the rolling meadows with tiny shops nestled 
into their sides, paths that begin outside chalets and land up 
by a sparkling river, to the piece de resistance—a lovely train 
that will take you up the alpine peaks to Jungfrau. ■ SH
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