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THE CRITIC’S GAZE
Completing this pack of powerful 
women is Mumbai-based fi lm critic 
Anupama Chopra. Her fi ve-year-old 
Film Companion has created the only 
comprehensive digital platform for 
Hindi cinema, and  is now diversifying 
into regional Indian cinema. “It’s a 
tough job balancing viewership with 
editorial integrity, but we’re doing it.” 
In her signature style, she sums up 
this gathering as succinctly as one of 
her reviews: “It’s a mise-en-scène. 
Much like the great movie directors, 
Sabya creates a fantastically beautiful 
world and we get to be a part of it.” ■

THE DANCING QUEENS
It’s not often that you fi nd yourself be-
tween two of India’s most renowned 
dancers. But what sets Mallika Sarab-
hai and Tanusree Shankar apart is 
their commitment to bettering their 
communities. Sarabhai, a dance leg-
end, known for her seminal role as 
Draupadi in Peter Brooks’s 
Mahabharata (1989), has been busy 
rebuilding her Darpana Academy of 
Performing Arts in Ahmedabad into 
what she calls “the fi rst green public 
art space in the country.” However, 
what she’s most excited about is her 
newly launched dance workshop series 
in municipal schools, where they aim 
to educate children on self-expression 
through folk dance. 

Her contemporary, the Kolkata-
based icon of modern Indian dance, 
Tanusree Shankar, is following suit, 
deep-diving into the conversation 
around immigration through her most 
recent production, Maati. Scheduled 
this fall, her latest performance cen-
tres on the plight of people who are 
forced out of their homes. “It’s 
 important to be socially aware and re-
fl ect that awareness through your art,” 
she states.
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“There is nothing 
more comforting than 
being surrounded by 
strong women.”

FASHION ADJACENT
Also in the room are two of 
Mukherjee’s neighbours and 
fashion world comrades—
long-time collaborator and 
model Indrani Dasgupta, and 
Shalini Nopany, the founder 
of the multi-designer bou-
tique 85 Lansdowne. 

Dasgupta recalls how she 
instantly bonded with 
Mukherjee when they met 
in the early noughts. “We 
were both these middle-
class kids who had broken 
all the rules and were in 
this big bad world of fash-
ion.” After conquering the world of 
modelling, she moved to Kolkata and 
currently has her hands full with her 
two children while tapping into her en-
trepreneurial sensibilities. Now a fash-
ion consultant, when she’s not work-
ing with big brands, she’s busy styling 
the city’s swish set. 

Nopany, on the other hand, may be a 
fashion veteran but she’s also focusing 
on her photography career. “Docu-
menting the streets and lives of Kolka-
ta is my passion,” says Nopany, who 
currently has a solo exhibit showing at 
the Sabralon Gallerie in Cannes and 
another one scheduled at Florida’s 
Coral Springs Museum, next year.
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