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cutting-edge Gallery Fumi sits with two blue velvet 
armchairs by hip Italian designer duo Brit Muran 
and Emiliano Salci of Dimore Studio and a custom 
armchair by Christian Liaigre. Looming above is 
Vinti’s favourite piece—a Baccarat chandelier. 

PRESERVING THE PAST
For the most part, Saini, also a friend to the family, 
chose to celebrate and not snub the history, and 
lovingly restored the original mouldings, wainscot-
ing, cornices and marble fi replace. The space limi-
tations were overcome by knocking through into 
the mews property that backed onto the main 
housing, adding an area that now comprises a self-
contained guest apartment on the lower level and 
rooms for the children as well as a terrace above. 
He also devised clever design solutions to bring 
light into the heart of the building through sky-
lights, micro-courtyards, large glass doors on the 
rear and even a terrace at the back.

“We wanted an amalgamation of the English his-
tory of this property and the warmth that India 
brings,” says Abhishek, carrying his youngest child 
in his arms. According to the Lodhas, Saini was 
given a “free hand” to realise this vision. On his 
part, Saini cherishes the bond just as much: “Abhishek fi lled 
me in on his family’s likes and dislikes. We’ve done a few 
projects together on which he has been the developer and we 
share a great rapport as friends.” 

 A minimalist approach to the design, coupled with Vinti’s 
disdain for places packed with bulky furniture, was also part 
of the strategy to make the rooms feel bigger. Abhishek and 
Saini developed the concept design by visiting hotels built 
during a similar era to gather inspiration, including the 
nearby St. James’ Court, a series of red brick 19th-century 
buildings, now owned by the Taj Group, which has the sense 
of the old-meets-new that the couple wanted. Saini also se-
lected the artworks including works by Indian contempo-
rary artists such as the late Hema Upadhyay and avant-
garde works by Thukral & Tagra. A custom hand-painted 
wallpaper with a delicate motif of fl owers and birds, is the 
focus of one of the bedrooms. Vinti helmed the choices when 
it came to the design elements; she and Saini visited top-
notch London galleries to select and commission furniture.

 
LAP OF LUXURY
When Vinti gives me a tour, she starts at the bottom, where 
a dining area with lighting by Brooklyn-based Roll & Hill 
overlooks a pool and a pocket-sized courtyard. It’s a relaxed 
space, where the couple has entertained many friends. “Lon-

don is a summer capital. A lot of our friends from India are 
here at that time, and this is also where we end up meeting 
friends from London, Singapore and the US,” adds Vinti. 
Above, in the more family-focused living room, are strik-
ing orange shelves by Glas Italia, a gleaming white leather 
armchair by avant-garde Spanish brand BD Barcelona and 
colourful angular ceramics by Gallery Fumi. These are com-
plemented by modern classics, such as a corner sofa by B&B 
Italia and cushions by Armani. Elsewhere in the house lie 
other striking pieces of modern design, including a console 
table from the experimental Mint Gallery, lighting by such 
big-name designers as the Israeli multi-disciplinary artist 
Arik Levy and a mirror by experimental Dutch designer Lex 
Pott. In spite of this stunning curation, it’s the heritage of 
the building that outshines all else. “All these carvings on 
the walls as well as the marble on the fi replace have been 
retained. I love all of it,” says Vinti. 

Light spills in over the assemblage of old and new design 
through large glass doors, which look out to a brick church 
and a leafy square beyond. “Every room on this side of the 
house has this view,” Vinti confi rms. “We saw 14 to 15 
different houses before deciding on this one. Nothing 
matched the sense of privacy and calm that we found here.” 
Ultimately, every dream home is just that—your haven 
of peace. ■

“We wanted an amalgamation 
of the English history of this 
property and the warmth that 
India brings”  —ABHISHEK LODHA

The ceiling light by Marset 
matches the muted palette 

of the custom hand-
painted wallpaper in one of 

the bedrooms 


