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Amala Akkineni’s performances and style sensibil-
ities remain an audience favourite. In addition to 
being the wife of Telugu superstar Nagarjuna Ak-
kineni, she dons three different hats. A typical day 
in her life involves her being the director of An-
napurna International School of Film and Media, a 
family-run institute, volunteering at the Blue 
Cross Hyderabad and focusing on her acting and 
directing projects. She is drawn to distinct sto-
rylines and is currently wrapping up The Forgotten 
Army, directed by Kabir Khan. Her style gravitates 
towards what part of the day she’s tackling fi rst. 
“When I’m at the institute, a kurta with pencil 
trousers or a simple handloom sari is my go-to. I 
pick up pieces at Fabindia or The Deccan Story in 
Hyderabad. The owner of the store, Keerthi Reddy, 
does lovely customised outfi ts, including khadi 
kurtas with a soft lining.” A practising vegan, Ak-
kineni is as particular about what she puts on her 
body as what she nourishes it with. “I tend to grav-
itate towards very simple, minimalistic styles. For 
me, the focus is more on the fabric and how com-
fortable I am than the brand.” On screen, she calls 
out her stylists Ganesh Nallari and Anu Vardhan: 
“They have a fantastic eye and truly understand 
what works for me.” 

MADE IN INDIA: Akkineni is a big supporter of 
handloom fabrics. “I love saris from Shravan Ku-
mar. He does a wonderful presentation of Indian 
handloom fabrics from different states and con-
ducts draping sessions at our fundraisers for Blue 
Cross. Jyoti Reddy of Ereena is another favour-
ite—her saris are a beautiful blend of cotton and 
cruelty-free eri silk, a fabric that’s manufactured 
in Assam. While they drape beautifully, it’s also the 
vegan angle that reins me in.” 

STYLE INFLUENCES: “Rukmini Devi was an 
icon for all the Bharat Natyam students at Kalak-
shetra. I grew up watching her at dance school and 
I associate her style with grace and humility—it’s 
never the clothes, it’s the persona. I also love my 
friend Shalini Bhupal’s aesthetic. My mother-in-
law, Annapurna Akkineni, was also very graceful 
in her saris.”

NEW DISCOVERIES: “Ayurvastra, in Kera-
la, for festive wear and the softest organic cotton 
pieces.” She’s particularly a fan of the sandalwood 
night suit and turmeric-dyed sari. “It’s very gentle 
on the skin and there’s no chemical dye involved,” 
she explains. >

 It takes two
The wives of some of south India’s most well-known actors may 

often maintain a low pro� le, but they are well-established in their 
own right. Whether it’s running production houses, managing 

legacy institutes, raising children or being actors themselves, these  
women have � gured out their individual paths to success along with 

a signature style. Vogue � nds out more. By Akshara Subramanian
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AMALA AKKINENI 
Actor and director at AISFM


