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From reinvigorating a tired discipline to redoing the most challenging of spaces—
Chennai is ready to recharge its design scene, says MANJU SARA RAJAN

C H E N N A I

MOAD
The Madras 
O�  ce for 
Architects and 
Designers is 
one of a triad of 
hot young-ish 
design practices 
in Chennai. Their 
work is daring, 
and multifarious, 
ranging from 
architectural and 
interior design to 
installation art, 
furniture and 
set design. 

WEBE DESIGN LAB
Led by principal architect 
Yogesh Chandrahasan, the 
second in the triad won the 
prestigious commission of 
the National War Memorial 
inaugurated in February 
this year. But don’t worry 
if you’re not planning a 
public monument; WeBe 
also designs residences. 

ARCHITECTURE RED
Architecture RED is 
experienced in dealing with 
all shapes, sizes and sorts 
of spaces. One stop-shop 
for cutting-edge, surprising 
architectural design. 

U R B A N  V I S I O N A R I E S
Interiors of Decibel, a home 
entertainment experience 
store by WeBe Design Lab

MANCINI 
ENTERPRISES
A group of architects 
including the Germany-
trained Niels Schoenfelder, 
and JT Arima, this 
studio’s work is beloved by 
design editors across the 
country. Mancini projects 
are distinguished by an 
unusual marriage of Indian 
materials, craftsmanship 
and design elements with 
an international sensibility. 
That is true to every 
sort of project they do, 
whether a crematorium 
or an apartment.  

SUNITA 
YOGESH 
STUDIO
Interior stylist extraordinaire, 
she specialises in 
challenging spaces. 
A� ordable, chic and 
infi nitely Instagrammable.

E D I T O R ’ S 
C H O I C E

Niels 
Schoenfelder

CAPE KAMORYN
There’s no other single-

outlet lifestyle store like this 
one. Stretched out along 

the East Coast Road, it has 
an expansive collection 

of household accessories, 
vintage objects, fashion, 
furniture and home linen. 

RETAIL 
THERAPY

All Mancini projects are 

defi ned by exquisite 

craftsmanship and eco-

conscious materials 

SOUK
Soumya Kesavan’s Chennai 
store creates spaces that tell 

stories of heritage and culture. 
The studio also custom-makes 

pieces that blend di� erent 
Asian design infl uences. 

Blue Horse, a 
vintage artefact 

from Souk
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