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living

Designer Sabyasachi 
Mukherjee’s 

exquisite tea set 
collection hints 

at why he’s a true 
aesthete. By Megha 

Mahindru
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wWhen designer Sabyasachi Mukherjee 

speaks about Bridget Jones, he’s not re-
ferring to the weight-obsessed, chain-
smoking poster girl of single women 
around the world. He’s recalling the fi rst 
link to his latest Mad Hatter-level obses-
sion. “She is a friend from Kolkata who 
has a salon called Bridgette Jones. And 
her husband, who owns an auction house, 
sold me my fi rst Devonshire tea set.”

Mukherjee surely gets it from his 
mum. “My mother used to collect a lot of 
tea sets. Even on train rides, she’d always 
carry her tea paraphernalia. For most 
Bengalis, tea sets are like a family seal—
they defi ne our pedigree,” he adds. 

At his Alipore home, the designer has 
34 tea sets. Naturally, he’s held many a 
legendary tea party (one  featured in this 
issue), breathing life into the plenitude of 
Enid Blyton novels with buttery scones, 
clotted cream and freshly baked short-
bread, transporting you to ’50s England 
and The Famous Five that Mukherjee 
admits was his childhood favourite.

From fl ea market fi nds to designer 
gifts by friends like Louboutin, his tea 
pots run the gamut of time and place. 
“I’m a nomadic collector with no 
agenda. I pick from different cultures 
and timelines and I enjoy putting them 
together.” You’d expect nothing less 
from the master stylist. ■
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“This was the fi rst tea 
set I bought—a hand-
painted Devonshire 
piece featuring the 
English countryside. It 
came with two sugar 
pots, one milk pot, two 
sizes of tea kettles and 
eight cups and saucers. 
When I designed my 
collections for Asian 
Paints and Pottery 
Barn, they were 
inspired by this.”

“Hand-painted with pure silver dust, I got this from The Great Eastern Home.”

“This one is 
from Florence. 
It was visually 
appealing, 
so I had to 
add it to my 
collection.” 


