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Two years ago, Reha Sodhi received a fellowship 
for the International Curators Programme at the 
7th Glasgow International in Scotland. It was 
a prestigious win for someone who had fi rst 
made her presence felt, emphatically, as 
curatorial assistant for Whorled Explorations 
at the 2014 Kochi-Muziris Biennale. Sodhi has 
brought to life the grand textile exhibitions 
such as New Traditions: The Infl uences And 

Inspirations In Indian Textiles From 1947 To 2017, Jawahar Kala Kendra, Jaipur 
(2018), and A Search In Five Directions: Textiles From The Vishwakarma 
Exhibitions, presented by National Handicrafts and Handlooms Museum 
in collaboration with Devi Art Foundation, New Delhi (2018). Right now, 
she is busy with a large project to be held at the Moda Goa Museum next 
year, and other major exhibitions. Her way forward is linked closely to her 
environment, she says, “We need to increase the volume of platforms for 
people to show and view art, and spread out beyond mega cities.”
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In a country where the idea 
of a non-profi t organisation 
is often confl ated with 
a struggle for survival and 
funding, and where culture 
and heritage command 
space in palaces of pride, 
but fall out of favour 
with philanthropists, it is 
champions like Rodriguez, 

who have injected a hefty dose of optimism and strategy to the 
endeavour and drill of fund-raising. Rodriguez, as part of the 
India Foundation for the Arts, a grant-making organisation that 
supports practice, research, and education in various disciplines 
of art and culture, raises the resources to support the foundation’s 
diverse programmes and initiatives, and plans for its long-term 
fi nancial sustainability and growth. For her uncommon zeal and 
accomplishment, she was awarded ‘Fundraiser of the Year’ at the 
India NGO Awards 2016-17, instituted by The Resource Alliance, 
India and the Rockefeller Foundation. Her e� orts have helped 
build a rich compilation of works that provide access to the 
country’s diverse regional and cultural histories (through the work 
of the grantees), and stack up a robust archive of books, fi lms, 
performances, publications, exhibitions, and educational material, 
which will now be accessible to the public via the IFA Archive 
(launched in October 2018). ■


