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Among other factors that have contributed to the expan-
sion of Telugu cinema in other markets is the dubbing of 
fi lms in Hindi. Action dramas are a major hit, and the de-
mographic of people consuming these fi lms on television 
and mobile has grown manifold in the past few years. Not 
just on TV, the Hindi dubbed versions of Telugu fi lms have 
also turned into a goldmine on YouTube. The impact seems 
to be trickling down to the mid-budget fi lms as well—
Vijay Deverakonda and Rashmika Mandanna’s fi lm, Dear 
Comrade, recently released in all four south Indian 

languages this July. 
The literal million-dollar 

question, however, remains: 
Will big-spectacle cinema be 
the answer to giving the 
Telugu fi lm industry a wider 
audience and bigger returns? 
“The risk is whether the sto-
ry will work for a pan-Indian 
audience. Most times, it’s not 
about whether it’s a good or a 
bad fi lm—not every story can 
cut across regional and cul-
tural barriers,” adds Shobu 
Yarlagadda, producer of 
Baahubali. For now, Telugu 

cinema is in an exciting phase, and the crossover potential
of some of these big-budget fi lms will, in turn, inspire more 
to follow suit. > SH
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IIn 2015, when SS Rajamouli’s Baahubali: The Beginning, 
dubbed “India’s biggest motion picture,” was about to re-
lease, everything about it sounded like a risky proposition. 
But this high-stakes franchise had a happy ending. Baahu-
bali 2: The Conclusion (2017) amassed a gross earning of over 
1,800 crore from all its versions, including Telugu, Hindi, 

Tamil and Malayalam. And the fi lm’s success (especially in 
Hindi) turned out to be a game changer in more ways than 
one. Right from fi nding stories that hold a pan-Indian appeal 
to investing the big bucks, Telugu fi lm producers are taking 
their cues from Baahubali’s 
path to glory.

This year, Saaho, an action 
drama starring Prabhas and 
Shraddha Kapoor; Sye Raa 
Narasimha Reddy, a period 
drama starring Nayanthara, 
Chiranjeevi and Amitabh 
Bachchan; and RRR, Ra-
jamouli’s upcoming period 
drama, have budgets pegged 
between 250-400 crore. Su-
jeeth, the director of Saaho, 
explains, “We wanted to push 
the envelope in terms of
presenting a contemporary 
action drama with the best possible technology, technicians 
and other resources. But the budget completely depends on 
the story you want to tell and the scale you want to achieve.” 

In the age of Baahubali-style fi lmmaking 
and the 1,000-crore club, Hemanth 

Kumar CR charts how one blockbuster 
changed the course of Telugu cinema
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