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pears not to have changed. To be fair, all artists 
who follow an alternative practice and have 
only a privatised module to rely on for patron-
age face the dichotomy. It leaves a yen for a sys-
temic change, one that she seems to throw out 
there as a kind of wish fulfilment in her
curatorial venture.

KNOW YOUR CURATOR
“I remember Guy Debord’s warnings of a world 
mediated primarily through images as I write 
this note. That such a society is fascism’s main 
ally, we are all discovering in different parts of 
the world today,” states Dube’s curatorial state-
ment. But to understand her vision, we need to 
look at her trajectory. Born in Lucknow in 
1958, Dube’s oeuvre is marked by political,
feminist and Leftist leanings. She was part of 
the Indian Radical Painters and Sculptors As-
sociation, in 1987, in Baroda’s Faculty of Fine 
Arts, spearheaded by KP Krishnakumar, an >  
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Dube’s biennale 
is expected to be 
the most diverse 
and inclusive 
show so far

TThe first reveal of Anita Dube’s curatorial 
premise for the 2018 edition of the Kochi-Muz-
iris Biennale was held in the palatial home of 
art collectors, Shalini and Sanjay Passi, at
Delhi’s posh Golf Links Road. A Gatsby-ish 
evening with the who’s who of India’s art co-
gnoscenti—Passi announced The Shalini Passi 
Art Foundation (which supports this year’s Bi-
ennale), and Dube read her manifesto. Dube’s 
curatorial approach is perfectly captured within 
the title of the theme—“Possibilities for a Non-
Alienated Life”. She explains, “The need to lis-
ten, think, and learn with each other, particu-
larly voices from the margins—of women, of the 
queer community, of the oppressed castes, of 
the whispers of nature—with a spirit of com-
radeship is vital.” Dube’s entrenchment as one 
of the ‘significant’ contributors to the art world 
that is primarily driven by a capitalist market 
has moved away from those early days of
struggle, but her ideological Leftist stand ap-
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