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Culture enthusiast, champion of women’s empowerment and the 
director of Reliance Jio and Reliance Retail, Isha Ambani Piramal shares 

her vision for preserving, promoting and heralding in a new age of 
inclusivity in the Indian art world 

my mother (Nita Ambani, founder and chairperson of the 
Reliance Foundation and recently elected to the Metro-
politan Museum’s Board of Trustees) would always devote 
45 minutes of her day to her dance practice. She always  
encouraged my brothers and me to pick up something we 
like and pursue it with passion and dedication. For me, it 
was sketching, painting and drawing. I still dabble in paint-
ing every now and then, it helps me relax and gets my cre-
ative juices flowing. Art, for me, has always been very in-
tuitive. I do not follow any trends. When I travel, I enjoy  
visiting museums, foundations, galleries and studios—that is 
how I connect with artists’ works.  

A CALL TO ARMS
The more I interacted, the more I realised that art  
exists in a bubble that most people do not have access to. I  
believe that the democratisation of art is the need of the 
hour. It will help further its reach, enable the nurturing of an  
artist community, initiate a dialogue for nuanced interpre-
tations and make art more inclusive and relevant to this  
generation—my generation. In a country like India, which 
has such diverse and distinct art forms and a large and 
young audience base, ‘art for all’ is the only way forward. >

eliance Foundation has been working 
towards enriching the lives of people 
through its work in areas as varied as 
rural transformation, education, sports, 
disaster relief, urban renewal and art. 
When it comes to art, the foundation 

is reimagining ways to protect and promote India’s herit-
age, to not only sustain it but also make it relevant to the 
younger generation. Art, in its simplest and truest form, is 
a way of expression. It is a metaphor for the times we live 
in, a way of scripting and preserving the history of mankind. 
India has such a rich and glorious history of art, culture, 
and heritage. I truly want to make Indian art accessible  
globally and make global art accessible to people here. We 
need to demystify art as too many still feel that it is a luxury. 
The true essence of art is to make it participative and inclu-
sive, and that is our focus. Here’s how I relate to art, both 
personally and professionally:

HOW IT ALL BEGAN
Growing up, art in its various forms, was always an im-
portant part of our lives. I clearly remember, no matter 
how long her day was or how much she had on her plate, 
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