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Milestone stones
 Two decades, 80 boutiques and a 99-piece collection titled Gem Dior 

sum up Victoire de Castellane’s reign as one of the most exciting 
contemporary jewellery designers. As much as her designs for Dior 
Joaillerie are rooted in the present, they also serve as evidence of an 

important narrative between her and Monsieur Dior. By Priyanka Khanna

E X C L U S I V E

Over the summer in Venice, Dior celebrated 
two decades of Dior Joaillerie and Victoire de 
Castellane with a series of decadent events in 
honour of the collection Gem Dior (‘Gem’ being 
a play on the French word ‘J’aime’, meaning ‘I 
love’). These included a masked ball, a salon-
style presentation where Maria Grazia Chiuri’s 
designs provided the perfect counterpoint to 
Castellane’s whimsical, otherworldly creations, 
and a dinner. By the next morning, Vogue.com 
reported, a majority of the pieces sold out.

Not a surprise, considering Castellane, for-
merly of Chanel, has long been heralded for her 
incredible eye for detail and her ability to use 
colours and cuts in new and innovative ways. “I 
wanted to play with the idea of looking at all of 
my previous collections and zooming in, so the 
stones become pixelated,” she tells Vogue.com. 
“I call it abstract but also organic, because 
nothing is symmetrical or geometrical. I imag-
ined that each piece was like a mineral.”

Castellane’s use of colour is unparalleled,  
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