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Through the highs and lows—and I’m  
sure there have been many—what has 
been the learning?
Don’t take things personally! You have to de-
velop thick skin and always think like an entre-
preneur. Constructive criticism could actually 
help you better your craft. In these 20 years, I’ve 
learnt that slow and steady wins the race and, 
truth be told, I love being the turtle in the story.
Tell us about your milestones.
From winning the Shoppers Stop Designer of 
the Year Award when I was 15 to debuting at 
Lakmé Fashion Week in 2007, going interna-
tional with our fi rst store in New York… there 
have been several highs. But I think 2019 has 
been my biggest year yet—20 years in the busi-
ness and doing my fi rst international trade 
show, Who’s Next, in Paris last month.
Long before the fashion industry started 
championing ‘inclusivity’, you were al-
ready making fl attering silhouettes for 
women of all sizes.
It has always been about the real girl for me. 
Comfort, wearability and affordability have 
been mainstays from day one. A lot of this has to 
do with me and satisfying my needs—I’m busy, 
yet I like to be cool with my style, but I am also 
a big girl. Whether you are a size 6 or 16, I’d like 
everyone to feel pretty and confi dent, without 
breaking the bank for it.
Collaborations are a big part of your 
brand. Which has been your favourite?
We do two to three collaborations a year. My fa-
vourite is the one with Fizzy Goblet on their jut-
tis. I love the way they came up with the sneaker 
jutti and now, slides. In a way to democratise 
the brand, we collaborated with The Label Life. 
It made Payal Singhal accessible to all.
What’s next?
This year I’m looking forward to the wallpaper 
collaboration with Marshalls Wallcoverings and 
our alliance with American-based Ayurveda 
company Ranavat Botanics on a hair and skin-
care line. We’re launching our own scents, in-
cluding oud.
To all the aspiring designers out there, 
what do you have to say?
I’ll tell them what my father (also a designer) 
told me when I was in fashion school. If you 
want to win the race, you have to be like a race-
horse with blinkers on so you don’t get distract-
ed. You need to have a purpose and, more im-
portantly, a passion for that purpose.
If there were a theme song to describe 
your journey, what would it be? 
I’m still here two decades later, doing some of 
my best work—so, Gloria Gaynor’s ‘I Will Sur-
vive’ works best! ■

Neha Dhupia
Actor and television host 
“I love her layered kurtas and wear 
them over and over again. Her 
clothes can be worn anywhere, 
from a beach to a wedding.”

Monica Dogra
Musician
“She makes statement pieces that 
are easy to wear and free-spirited. 
She encouraged me to wear my 
Dr Martens with one of her looks 
and I loved the whole vibe.”

Rikee Chatterjee
Model
“I love her fl oral patterns—you can 
style her pieces anyway you want 
and still look stunning.”

Shibani 
Dandekar
Singer, model, television host
“Her silhouettes, colour palettes 
and the fact that she thinks about 
what women really want and need 
in terms of design is what makes 
her stand out.”

Maria Goretti   
Actor and  television host
“Payal’s clothes are feminine and 
comfortable. You don’t have to be 
a particular size to wear them—
that’s half the battle won.”

Payal Singhal

On Rikee: Earrings, Sangeeta Boochra at Minerali. 
On Shibani: (right hand) ‘Ghana’ tribal silver-plated 
Masaba cu� , Tribe by Amrapali. Silver cu� , 
Sangeeta Boochra at Minerali. Silver bangle, Silver 
House. (Left hand) Turquoise bangle, Silver House.
Chair, BoConcept 
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Hair and makeup: Guia Bianchi/Anima 
Creative Management: Lemii/Inega

Art direction: Niyati Mehta
Props: Manisha Mulani

Prop stylist: Priyanka Shah
Production: Jay Modi

Location courtesy: Gallops at RWITC


