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20 for 2020
Meet the designers that you—
and your closets—are going to 

become very familiar with in the 
next decade. By Nick Remsen

F O R E C A S T

As we head into the next decade, these 20 designers are 
poised to set the bar—and the pace—for what fashion 
will become. They are a global group, based everywhere 
from Los Angeles to Paris, and they work in many differ-
ent ways—some of them operate independently, from 
small ateliers in Lagos or Manhattan’s Chinatown, while 
others run Paris’s most-storied houses. They range in 
age from their twenties to their forties, and their imagi-
nations run the gamut from provocative and intellectual 
to sun-kissed and seductive. What unites all of them, 
though, is their ability to see through a kaleidoscope of 
perspectives. Each is aware of their own world but is just 
as sensitive to other cultures. Each of them is also push-
ing creativity forward while helping reform an industry 
that, in the past, was not nearly as inclusive, sustain-
able, or approachable as it is now.

< GRACE WALES BONNER
London-based Wales Bonner approaches 
fashion as a kind of cultural think tank—
collaborators include the writer Ben Okri, the 
musician Sampha and Dior’s Maria Grazia 
Chiuri. Her narratives, meanwhile, are rooted in 
her Caribbean background while they play with 
tropes of gender and class. One high-profile 
example: the dress that Meghan, Duchess 
of Sussex, wore for the announcement of 
her newborn—which looked like an elegantly 
transformed gentleman’s white-tie jacket.

>SIMONE 
ROCHA

There’s magic in what the 
Irish-born, London-based 

Rocha achieves at her 
label. She represents a 

vision of femininity that 
dazzles with romantic, 

poetic prettiness without 
being retrogressive or 
irrelevant. Her velvets, 
tulles and sumptuous 

layers transport the 
wearer into lush reverie, 

but behind the euphoria 
is a resolute celebration of 

womanhood, feminism, 
and independence. 

1

2 > SIMON PORTE JACQUEMUS
Porte Jacquemus is the sort of benevolent rebel who 

typifies the joie de vivre of his native southern France. 
Self-taught, he eschews the Paris fashion circuit for 

the open skies and azure coves of Provence. Whether 
showcasing his sun-drenched holidays or displaying 

his designs—from clingy, sensual dresses to micro-size 
handbags—Porte Jacquemus is also, at only 29, a 

brilliant brand-builder who has, unlike anyone before 
him, put together a label shaped by digital culture.


