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SPOTLIGHT

Long-time friends and now co-creatives, Haseena Jethmalani and Priya 
Aswani prefer to create pieces that people will talk about. Their personal 

style, too, mirrors this ideology, discovers Priyanka Khanna 

A fine balance

J ust two days before the lockdown was an-
nounced, Haseena Jethmalani and Priya 
Aswani were scheduled to showcase the 
latest collection from their collaborative 

home accessory line, PH Accessories. The trunk 
show was cancelled, but the looming pandemic had 
a surprisingly limited impact on sales. “We gave it a 
shot and sold through social media and private face 
time with clients. The response was gratifying. A 
good sale is validation of your product, but especial-
ly so in these circumstances,” says Jethmalani. 

The line is a “culmination of small ideas, inspira-
tions and conversations that come about over long 
afternoons together; an idea that begins and contin-
ues with a dialogue with our craftsmen, resulting in 
a workable design,” says Aswani, who co-founded 
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Shivdasani. More recently she launched a new 
brand, The Indian Marigold, with her friend Ayesha 
Chinai. “I’ve worked with textiles for decades, and 
last year realised the lack of affordable, stylish en-
sembles.” A trunk show at Jethmalani’s seaside 
home followed and the buyers’ approval cemented 
their vision.

SAME KIND OF DIFFERENT
While Jethmalani and Aswani find synergy in their 
design aesthetics, their personal approach to style 
also runs on parallel grounds. Jethmalani has long 
been recognised for her eclectic, often irreverent ap-
proach to fashion and her ability to mix disparate 
elements to create a cohesive look. Tellingly, it 
crosses over to all areas of her life. “In every collec-
tion, we have that one piece that will get people talk-
ing,” she says. 

Aswani veers towards the classic end of the sarto-
rial spectrum, though craft and indigenous influ-
ences mix with her more timeless pieces. “I lived in 
England for nearly two decades and my style blends 
classic British with beautiful craft that gives me a 

Studio Mumbai, an architectural firm, and now 
heads PA Works with architect Anand Patel.  

SUM OF PARTS
“A home should feel collected, not decorated,” is a 
mantra Jethmalani ascribes to. “There is much val-
ue in making simplicity significant,” she says, citing 
the Art Deco period as an important influence on 
their vision. Their tastes, Aswani adds, are quite 
similar and their experiences give them a unique 
perspective. “Haseena’s forte is to bring life and joy 
to the pieces, while my approach is more measured 
and conservative. It’s what gives us balance.”

Balance is also something Jethmalani is keenly 
aware of in her personal wardrobe. For years, she 
ran a bespoke atelier, S, with her partner Leetu 

sense of belonging,” she says, listing pieces from 
Kasab, Brigitte Singh, Idli Design, 11.11/eleven elev-
en, Jewel by Lisa, Studio Himmat and En Inde. “I 
also love the textiles at Ganesh Handicraft Empori-
um in Udaipur.” 

NEW PERSPECTIVES
“My style has always been casual, more often than 
not monochromatic, and I see myself as a 50-year-
old libertarian,” says Jethmalani. “During this time, 
I’ve been living in white cotton pyjamas. It’s some-
thing I want to try and achieve as a lifelong change, 
to simplify and limit choices.” 

Her wardrobe doesn’t hold many surprises as she 
is ruthless about Marie Kondo-ing and only holds 
on to pieces that have special meaning. Her 24-year-
old daughter, Serena, borrows anything and every-
thing and Jethmalani admits to dipping into her 
stash of sneakers and denim jackets too. Her days 
have passed with ease with her three children, 
French lessons and short courses on mid-19th-cen-
tury opera and the Renaissance. 

For Aswani, it has been a routine of regular exer-
cise, 21-card rummy with her mother, cooking, and 
connecting with friends and colleagues. This time 
has also brought about a renewed focus on mindful-
ness. She has delved into her closet for “flowy cot-
tons and white linen dresses during the day and 
Anokhi muslin kaftans in the evening. At the begin-
ning of this lockdown, I made a decision not to shop. 
I now feel strongly about supporting India’s craft-
speople and designers first.” 

It is this perspective she is channelling into her 
design approach: “I believe that importance to life-
style at home is going to become more relevant. As 
designers, we need to focus on things that can be 
practical while enriching our homes.” n

Pieces from their 
home collection; 
Jethmalani shot at 
home, wearing Chola 

Pieces from PH 
Accessories; Aswani 
at home, wearing 
For Restless Sleepers

“Haseena’s 
forte is to 

bring life and 
joy to the 

pieces, while 
my approach 

is more 
measured and 
conservative” 
—PRIYA ASWANI
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