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House of craft
D E B U T

A
Architect Ashiesh Shah has been making waves ever since he burst on to 
the Indian design scene 10 years ago. A series of high-profile projects—
from the original Le Mill store in Mumbai’s Dockyard area to beautifully 
decorated celebrity homes and famed city restaurants like Masque and 
Sequel—established his reputation as one of India’s most exciting, young 
designers. As a collector of contemporary art, Shah’s vision to support 
and promote Indian art and aesthetics has also gilded his pre-eminence 
as a purveyor of a distinctly 21st century Indian visual language. 

After years of designing custom furniture for his clients, aside from 
collaborations with Urban Ladder and Jaquar, Shah has now ventured 
into product design. He recently debuted Atelier, a division that collabo-

rates with artisans from around 
the country to create objects for 
tasteful Indian homes. The aim 

of the studio is focused yet  
fortuitous—it champions Indian 

crafts by contemporising it. 
   Shah tells me that the genesis for 

Atelier can be credited to his work at Shreyasi 
Goenka’s home on Marine Drive. It was here 
that he first explored the idea of bringing tradi-
tional crafts into an urban personal space:  
“I started to create objects that were not yet 
objects of design. They weren’t sculptures but 
they had a use, and this idea captivated me… 
curating objects for homes, where each item is 
carefully placed to reflect a certain ethos.”  

 
TOUCH AND FEEL
There is also that long-abiding need to explore 
tactility. Shah says he feels inspired by the idea 
of working with his hands in an era when  
so much is automated. The other aspect, he  
explains, is that a craft has to be made within 
its own environment. “The material is local, so 
the location of the craft is as important as the 
craft itself,” he says. “You can’t do bidri in 
Bhubhaneshwar, it has to be done in Bidar be-
cause the soil there will give you that colour.”

Shah is happy to see his growing knowledge 
of crafts inform his spatial practice. A lot of the 
built-in work for his architecture projects, such 
as hinges, cabinetry, paneling and onsite  
millwork, is now sourced via the work done at 
the Atelier. The creative diversity and chaos at 
his studio seem overwhelming, as Shah shows 
me an array of products, some in the design 
stage, others nearing completion—a cornuco-
pia of stools, tables, ceiling lights, totems,  
dishes—all inspired by tribal and ancient craft  
practices, developed into splendid form for the 
urban sophisticate. >

With a new atelier, architect Ashiesh Shah is driven to 
champion Indian craftsmen in a contemporary setting, 

finds Gayatri Rangachari Shah

Atelier Ashiesh 
Shah, in Tardeo, is 
a repository of the 

architect-designer’s 
crafts experiments 

‘Moonshadow’ 
vases, hand-

sculpted by Longpi 
potters of Manipur 
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