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TAKE IT OUTSIDE
P I C K

Public art in India has moved beyond commemorative statues to include provocative 
protest art, culturally significant murals and true-to-life installations. Here are five 

recent works that we can’t stop talking about. By Maanya Sachdeva

 WHY BY DAKU
(2019) HUSSAIN SAGAR 
LAKE, HYDERABAD
Street artist Daku, dubbed 
India’s Banksy, in collaboration 
with St+art India used three 
lakh recycled plastic bottles to 
create a giant question mark in 
an attempt to draw attention to 
our massive plastic problem and 
start a meaningful conversation 
around waste, highlighting the 
need for its proper disposal.

 THE TOXIC CHAMBER BY ARUNKUMAR 
HG (2019) GURUGRAM, DELHI NCR 

Part of the Gurgaon Interactive Public Art project by 
the citizen-led collective I Am Gurgaon and gallery 
ArtPilgrim Live, The Toxic Chamber is a large cave-

like structure that sculptor Arunkumar HG fashioned 
from automobile parts, recycled PET bottles, 

e-waste and discarded plastic chairs. His goal was to 
use everyday objects to create an installation that 

viewers could step into, prompting them to reflect 
on the practice of unchecked consumption.

 MISSING 
BY LEENA 
KEJRIWAL

(ONGOING 
SINCE 2014) 

ACROSS INDIA 
This project 

combines art, 
technology and 

photography 
to combat sex 

trafficking. It 
was unveiled at 

India Art Fair 
(2014), when 

Kejriwal presented 
towering 

representational 
black cut-outs of 

young girls. 
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 WHO AM I? KNOW ME! I EXIST.. 
BY ARAVANI ART PROJECT (2018)
SONAGACHI, KOLKATA 
Asia’s largest red light district is marked by an 
impressive mural of a transgender sex worker on the 
building that houses the Durbar Mahila Samanwaya 
Committee, the organisation that provides 
healthcare to the sex workers of Sonagachi. 

 INDIA’S FIRST 
STREET ART CITY 

BY MULTIPLE ARTISTS 
(2019) PRAYAGRAJ 

In one of the largest 
examples of public art the 

country has ever seen, 
Delhi Street Art, a city-

based initiative, covered 
three lakh square feet 

of the walls of Prayagraj 
(formerly Allahabad) with 

graffiti and murals and 
turned it into the country’s 

first ‘street art city’. Notable 
works include a portrait of 

Harivansh Rai Bachchan 
and a depiction of the route 
of the Ganges on the walls 

of the Civil Lines flyover. n


