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A jacket 
of all traits  

F O C U S

For over six decades, Coco Chanel’s tweed 
jacket has epitomised freedom of movement 

and transcended gender binaries, making 
it even more relevant in the sartorial 
conversation today. By Kimi Dangor

“There are some things that 
never go out of fashion—jeans, a 
white shirt and a Chanel jacket”  

—Karl Lagerfeld

It’s an axiom Karl Lagerfeld, the late German 
couturier and multi-hyphenate, abided by dur-
ing his 36-year stint at Gabrielle ‘Coco’ Chanel’s 
celebrated fashion house. A short tweed jacket 
that Chanel conceived in 1954 continued to 
spark Lagerfeld’s imagination for decades and 
remains the French luxury label’s 
evergreen classic —revised, recreated, reinvent-
ed, but never too far removed from the house’s 
design language.    

It was over six decades ago, when Chanel pro-
posed a ladies jacket made from menswear 
tweed and cut it in a simple boxy shape—es-
chewing the wasp waists and full skirts popular 
at the time—that she was considered a revolu-
tionary and a renegade. But one would need to 
be a trailblazer to create a garment that went 
against the grain and blurred the defined 
boundaries of womenswear of that era.

At a time when women preferred being 
swathed in reams of fabric, Chanel gave them 
minimalistic cuts; where others flattered the 
form with underwire bustiers and padding, 
Chanel shunned the superfluous and promised 
sleek comfort and wearability. Liberation and 
luxury came packaged in the form of a boxy 
jacket that took its cues from Chanel’s multi-
farious interest in sports, menswear fashion, 
practical application and timeless style.   

And while her creation’s appeal endured be-
yond Chanel’s lifetime, it was her successor, 
Lagerfeld—who took over the creative reins at 
Rue Cambon in 1983—who truly celebrated the 
little black jacket with every collection, treating 
it with measured regard and reverence, yet not 
without a tempered dash of impertinence and 
humour. He tweaked the proportions, length 
and cut and gave it a contemporary twist by 
pairing it with everything from jeans and biker 
shorts to a swimsuit and wedding dress.      

“The Chanel jacket is a man’s jacket which 
has become a typically feminine piece. It has 
crossed that boundary. I love that. It has be-
come the symbol of a certain feminine elegance, 
nonchalant and timeless,” said Lagerfeld, when 
he paid tribute to it with the book The Little 
Black Jacket: Chanel’s Classic Revisited By 
Karl Lagerfeld And Carine Roitfeld, in 2012. 
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