
  111

One bright after-
noon in Lisbon, 
Christian Lou-
boutin is trying 
to decide where 
to go for dinner. 

He gives his guests three choices, de-
noted by the letters “M”, “V” and “F”, 
and calls a vote. “M” stands for the res-
taurant where the speciality is mush-
rooms. “The staff are so rude, it’s not a 
very nice place, but the mushrooms 
are amazing,” he says. “V” is for view. 
“It’s traditional food and the view over 
Lisbon is incroyable.” “F” is for fado, 
the mournful Portuguese folk music. 
“I hate fado, it’s so depressing. But 
this is manageable—it’s almost like 
flamenco.” Each person writes down a 
letter on a scrap of paper and casts it 

into Louboutin’s trilby. I pull out the 
winner: fado. “That’s the answer I 
wanted!” he yelps, merrily.  

Louboutin, 56, likes options. How 
else to explain the eight residences he 
flits between according to his whim? 
There is an apartment near the Opéra 
area of Paris; a 13th-century château 
in the Vendée region of France, co-
owned with his business partner Bru-
no Chambelland; a house and a da-
habiya, a two-masted sailing boat, near 
Luxor in Egypt; an apartment in LA; a 
Brazilian bolt-hole in Rio de Janeiro; a 
semi-destroyed palace in Aleppo, Syr-
ia; a compound of beach villas in 
Melides, on Portugal’s Alentejo coast; 
and this villa in Lisbon’s historic old 
town, another joint venture with 
Chambelland. “I have houses in places 

where there has been a lot of culture,” 
he shrugs. “I would never have a house 
on an island with two coconuts.” He 
pauses. “But, I don’t consider that I 
have a house in LA because I sort of 
gave it to a friend of mine. And I 
haven’t been to Aleppo since 2010. A 
part of the house is still standing, but I 
just feel bad about what has happened 
in the country more than I care about 
the house.” 

WELL-HEELED INDEED
Louboutin spends most of his time in 
Paris, where he was born, and where, 
in 1991, he set up his phenomenally 
successful shoe business. Instantly rec-
ognisable by their blood-red soles, 
more than 8,00,000 pairs of Lou-
boutins are produced a year. > 

Left: The Wedgwood 
Room, where Louboutin 
added a fireplace lined 
with panels from a 
Portuguese fountain, offset 
by a bronze Janine Janet 
unicorn sculpture. Below: 
the entrance hall, with its 
grand staircase, features a 
tropical mural by Bulgarian 
artist Boris Deltchev


