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Inspired by traditional dance costumes 
of India, amalgamated with the 
strictness of corsetry, the Aankhmaro 
blouse was designed for Peeli Kothi 
(2011). “While we were draping the 
samples on the dress form, an assistant 
observed that the bust seams looked 
like a pair of eyes. It is serendipitous that 
later that evening, on the production 
fl oor, a group of tailors were listening to 
the iconic Bollywood hit ‘Aankh Mare,’ 
(Tere Mere Sapne, 1996) on the radio,” 
recalls Mukherjee. The name stuck.

The Aankhmaro
The Modesty or Kanthi 
(literally meaning ‘neck’) 
blouse, with its high neck, 
austere colours and long 
sleeves, was born from a 
multitude of infl uences—his 
convent school education, 
the disciplined military 
backgrounds of friends, even 
the mesmerising severity of 
the ballet instructor from The 
Phantom Of The Opera. “The 
Kanthi blouse put the spotlight 
back on the face,” says 
Mukherjee. And it combatted 
the fear of fl aunting heavy 
arms. “The idea was to give 
women a sense of security 
because confi dence plays a 
large part in making someone 
look beautiful,” he says. 

The Kanthi

This blouse was the Indian answer to underwire 
lingerie. As the waistband is gently crescent-
shaped, Mukherjee romanticised the blouse by 
calling it the Chaand (moon). Heavily inspired 
by Zeenat Aman’s Satyam Shivam Sundaram 
(1978) avatar, this corseted wonder works in any 
fabric, be it delicate chi� on or sti�  ta� eta. “It’s 
nice to wear it with a low-waist lehenga, or even 
low-waist jeans. It stretches your torso and is a 
great accent for the waist,” advises Mukherjee. ■  

The Chaand 

Conceived for his 
Firozabad couture 

collection (2014), it was 
born from an obsession 

with Mira Nair’s Kama 
Sutra (1996), coupled with 
a need to fi ght patriarchal 
hypocrisy. “I am a feminist 

and wanted to create 
a blouse that was an 

expression of the modern 
Indian woman owning her 
sexuality,” says Mukherjee. 

He credits actors Rani 
Mukerji and Vidya Balan 

for teaching him the fi ner 
points of the V-neck—it 

elongates the neck, extends 
the torso and fl atters large-

bosomed women. How 
would one wear this style? 
“With confi dence! You got 

it, you fl aunt it,” he adds.

The V-neck 

The Tuki blouse—which, 
loosely translated in 

Bengali means ‘hide and 
seek’—was inspired by 
the playful audacity of 

the blouses of the Rabadi 
women of Kutch, fi rst 

designed for his Lakmé 
Fashion Week show, titled 
Chaand Bibi (A/W 2007-

08).  “The idea was to 
create a blouse with small 
nuances, hidden detailing 

and unexpected colours 
and contrasts.” Fashion 

lore has it that a fl edgling 
model named Anushka 

Sharma wore one of them 
during the show and 

fi lmmaker Aditya Chopra 
saw the images and called 

her in for an audition.

The Tuki 


