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ONE PLACE
TO PROPOSE

BY SAVI MUNJAL, 
TRAVEL BLOGGER, 

BRUISEDPASSPORTS.COM
“Ditch the Eiffel Tower; instead, 

if you want to enchant your 
partner into saying yes, do so on 
a hot air balloon over Lake Bled 
in Slovenia. A stunning country, 

Slovenia is full of scenic moun-
tains, rolling pastures, and lakes 

(though Lake Bled is its crown 
jewel). Besides panoramic views, 
the balloon ride also gives you a 
chance to avoid the tourists who 

throng the banks of the lake 
during summer. Book a private 

ride with some champagne to go, 
and celebrate the occasion with 

the smiles it deserves.”

ONE SUITE TO CHECK INTO
BY VIR SANGHVI, FOOD AND TRAVEL COLUMNIST
“There are many reasons to like a suite—luxury, history, service, and the 
view it offers. In all my years of travel, I have stayed at only one suite that 

combined all of the above—the Pisani Suite at Venice’s Gritti Palace Hotel. 
It helps that Venice is the world’s most beautiful city, and Gritti is the city’s top 
luxury hotel. But the Gritti also has a history that few can match. It was built in 
1475 by the Pisanis, a wealthy family, as their palatial residence. The Pisani suite 
recreates the 15th century grandeur of the era when Venice was the world’s richest 
city. It has antique furniture, original works of art, and overlooks the Grand Canal. 
I’d sit in the balcony and watch the gondoliers go by singing ‘Volare’. I once asked 
them to serve breakfast in my living room. Within minutes, two waiters trans-
formed my dining table with crisp white linen, exquisite crockery, and fresh fl owers. 
The problem is that I will have to save up for months if I ever want to go back to 
Venice, but the Pisani spoils you for everything else!”

ONE PLACE TO RUN
A MARATHON 
BY MILIND SOMAN, MODEL,
ACTOR, MARATHONER
“It has got to be the place where it 
all began—a town called Marathon, 
42km from Athens. All marathons held these 
days are a tribute to the soldier named 
Pheidippides, who ran all the way to Athens 
carrying a message from a battlefi eld in this 
town in Greece. Legend has it that the message 
announced the defeat of the Persians in the 
hands of the Athenians, and that Pheidippides 
died as soon as he delivered the missive. So 
whether you decide to join the offi cial run that 
takes place each year in November (down the 
same path as Pheidippides), or jog down that 
road like many do throughout the year, this is 
an experience you shouldn’t miss.”>

ONE CULINARY
HOTSPOT TO VISIT 
BY RITU DALMIA, CHEF,

OWNER, DIVA GROUP 
“So far, Iceland was mostly known for its 
seafood and root vegetables, but thanks to 
many locals experimenting with green-
house farming, this region now has 
bragging rights to some amazing produce. 
Though Iceland doesn’t have a distinctive 
local cuisine—much of it is meaty and 
focused on the Icelandic hotdog, dark rice, 
bread cooked in hot springs, and ice 
creams—they have talented chefs who 
adopt European techniques to present local 
food in a contemporary format. Hop into 
restaurants like Dill, Sjavargrillid, Grill-
market or Matarkjallarinn in Reykjavík for 
an authentic Icelandic experience.”

Lake Bled

The Pisani Suite at   
Gritti Palace Hotel


