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The Benefits of Properly Storing Your Clothing
Keeping your clothes looking fresh and lasting longer is as easy as 
knowing the proper storage techniques for your garments. Organizing 
your wardrobe benefits you and your clothing, allowing you to locate 
that matching skirt or suit 
pants effortlessly while also 
keeping your clothes in good 
condition. 

Below are a fews tips on how 
to keep your clothes looking 
their best while they eagerly 
wait to join you on another 
life adventure.

Hanging Items
Shirts, blouses, skirts, dresses 
and pants should all be 
hung with a bit of space in 
between each item to prevent 
wrinkling. 

Choosing the right hanger 
for each item is important 
for keeping clothes in top 
condition. Linen, rayon and 
100% cotton items may be 
hung on a generic wood or 
plastic hanger. Padded hangers should be used for more delicate fabrics 
such as silk, satin, velvet, chiffon and taffeta. Curved suit hangers help 
maintain the shape of outerwear like overcoats, suit jackets and blazers.

Skirts should be hung with a skirt hanger that has rubber on the clips to 
avoid snagging the fabric. Pants may be folded in half and draped over 
the bottom rod of a hanger or hung by the cuffs with clamping trouser 
hangers.

Folded Items
Sweaters are the main item that you want to be sure to fold in order to 
prevent distortion that can happen if hung.  

The best solution is to roll your sweaters and place them in a drawer from front 
to back. This way it is easy to see them all and find the one you want without 
having to sort through a stack.

Long evening dresses should also be 
folded, especially if they are made of 
heavy fabric or have heavy beading 
on them. Again, this is to prevent any 
distortions from being hung.

Jewelry
Pearls are very soft and should be stored 
in a non-abrasive environment such as a 
suede lined compartment or a silk pouch. 
Pearl necklaces and bracelets are strung 
using a very thin wire and should be stored 
flat, not hung, to prevent stretching. Most 
importantly, keep your pearls away from 
other jewelry to prevent damage.

Gold is a very soft metal that should never 
be stored next to gemstones. A stationary 
box such as a felt jewelry drawer insert 
is the best place to prevent gold from 
getting scratched.

Silver will tarnish, so storing in an airtight 
container that minimizes exposure to oxygen is the best solution. Silver should 
also be kept separate from gemstones.

Finally, gemstones should be kept away from other metals. Since they are very 
hard, they can easily scratch gold and silver. It is best to keep jewelry containing 
gemstones in a ring holder so that they stay upright and are not touching other 
pieces.

Following these tips will ensure your clothes and jewelry will stay looking great 
long after you’ve removed the price tags!

-Kimberly Petty, Marketing Assistant

Five Ways to Utilize Baskets
Baskets are favorite storage accessories because they make life so much 
easier. It’s easy to see, grab and put away anything when you use a slide-
out basket in your closet. Below are five prime  
examples of how baskets can improve your 
closet design.

1. Bedroom Closet
With a glance you can choose folded items 
like jeans and sweaters with slide-out baskets 
in your bedroom closet.

2. Laundry
Slide-out and removable laundry baskets in 
your closet make it simple to sort out dirty 
clothing and bring it right to the laundry 
room.

Too often we get stuck in a rut and just take the easy way out. I would like to encourage you to 
think outside the box and take a bold step forward. Think about using two or more different 
finishes in the same area. Add bold, brilliant splashes of color to add excitement and flare to 
your unique space. Show some personality and make it your own.

If this sounds a bit too bizarre for you, consider adding different heights and widths to your 
spaces. In the past, everything had to be symmetrical, or a mirror image. Times are changing 
and that is no longer the case.

You can create fun, functional spaces in almost any area of your home. Consider transforming 
a dull, boring family room into an exciting, eye-popping extra room for guests, complete with 
a wall bed and additional storage.

I challenge you to stretch your imagination to other possibilities. Then, I ask you to challenge 
your California Closets Design Consultant to make your visions come to life.

-Jayelyn Powell, Design Consultant

Be Extraodinary: Thinking Outside of the Box
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3. Entryway/Mudroom
Keep boots and shoes neat and clean – and out of the way – with baskets in 

your entryway or mudroom.

4. Nursery Closet
Babies and toddlers have lots of small items that can 
easily get jumbled and messy. Little kids can move fast, so 
it’s important to be able to easily grab clothing or shoes 
(sometimes with just one hand!). Slide-out baskets offer 
the perfect solution.

5. Linen Closet
A combination of stand-up canvas bins and slide-out 
baskets makes it easy to elegantly store towels and 
linens.

-California Closets Blog, californiaclosetsblog.com



When you are living seeking the good, you will be much more relaxed. 
A bad day is more manageable. You 
really do choose which one you 
get.

Relaxation is easier with the right 
attitude!

Step 3:  Rest

The last and most important step 
is learning to allow yourself to 
slow down. Resting involves more 
than just sleeping, it is allowing 
yourself to find an outlet where 
you can participate in mindless 
action. Whether it is reading a book, 
working in the yard, doing a hobby, 
or vegging in front of the TV, it is 
important to find the medium you 
use to relax. Simply find a space and 
time where you step outside your 
world of stress and find that spot 
where life just “is”. 

-Aimee Barrett, Design Consultant

Dry Rub

3 Tablespoons chili powder
2 Tablespoons paprika
1 Tablespoon oregano
1 Tablespoon cumin
1 Tablespoon sugar
1 Tablespoon salt
1 teaspoon white pepper

BBQ Sauce

1 Tablespoon oil
1/2 cup finely chopped onion
1 - 12 ounce bottle of chili sauce
1¼ cups distilled white vinegar
2/3 cup brown sugar
3 Tablespoons Worcestershire sauce
3 Tablespoons hot pepper sauce 
1 teaspoon salt 

Combine all dry rub ingredients in a large resealable bag and shake until it 
is all mixed together. Trim excess fat from a lean pork shoulder roast, place 
in resealable bag with dry rub and refrigerate overnight.

For sauce, heat oil and sauté onions for 4-5 minutes. Add remaining 
ingredients then simmer for 30 minutes.

Heat oven to 325 degrees. Arrange roast in pan and pour BBQ sauce over 
roast. Bake 3½ to 4 hours. Remove  and shred meat with a fork. Bake for 
another 25 minutes. Enjoy!

-Aimee Barrett, Design Consultant
Our clients and their friends love our referral program. Each time they refer someone who purchases a system, we send them another gift card. We appreciate 
our clients for their willingness to help spread the word about our services.

Your Information
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address

Your Friend’s Information

name phone
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TWO EASY STEPS:

Fill out this certifi cate and give it to a friend.

Have your friend give this certifi cate to their 
design consultant during their complimentary
in-home consultation.

1

2

Your family and friends deserve the best, too. 
To show our appreciation for referring us to a friend 
or family member who becomes a California Closets 
customer, you and your friend will each receive a $50 
Nordstrom gift certifi cate.  

©2011 California Closet Company, Inc. All rights reserved. Each franchise independently owned and operated.

Refer a friend 1018 116th Ave NE, Suite 170
Bellevue, WA 98004

800.814.1729

BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwiches

The Art of Relaxation
Fall is rapidly approaching, bringing with it on another school year 
combined with busy schedules, long days and stress! If 
you are like me, and many other Americans, being relaxed 
is not easy.

Learning to relax is an art and is a wonderful gift to give 
to yourself and others around you. Here are a few ways 
to make sure you are taking care of yourself - mind, body 
and soul - through relaxation.

Step 1: Release the Pressure

Learn this lesson well - most of us spend our time 
collecting emotional clutter, rather than releasing it. Each 
day we collect emotional residue and deposit it in an 
internal garbage can. We are too busy to empty it and at 
some point it is full! When that happens, the lid is going 
to blow off. When it blows, anyone around you is going 
to feel the full force of every emotional item that was in 
that can.

One of the best ways to empty that internal garbage 
can is exercise. Exercise will calm you down. It is a way 
to mentally, emotionally and physically unwind. When 
you are exercising, it is a 
form of release. You will 
let go of things that are 
nibbling at you.

Watch people, look at 
their faces. Look at their 
eyes and you will see the 
tension that fills their 
life. The more their life 
is filled with emotional 
stuff the more uptight 
they become.

To relax, to dump your 
internal garbage can, 
you have to laugh. 
One person looked at 
me when I made that 
statement and said, 
“If you had my life, 
you would see there is 
nothing to laugh about.” 
There is always humor 
in life! There is always 
something to smile about, to laugh about. Laughter is a way of exhaling 
all the stuffy air you have collected. Have you ever had a really good “belly” 
laugh? I mean one where you started and you could not stop? The harder 
you tried to stop the more you laughed. When it was over, did you tell 
someone, “I needed that”? That is what I am talking about. I am talking 
about slowing down, take the race out of life, looking around and finding 
the humor in a day of your life.

Step 2: Have the Right Mindset

Attitude is a choice. You can choose to see the good and get the positive 
feelings that go with it or you can choose to see the bad and get the 
negative feelings that go with it. It is your choice. Attitude is simply a 
visual demonstration of what is going on inside you. Pay attention to your 
attitude and you will know your life!

facebook.com/CaliforniaClosetsSeattle twitter.com/CalClosetsSEA

Garages are frequently the last storage area to be organized. They often 
become a ‘black hole’ where anything and everything is stored and then 
forgotten. How often 
have you said, “Oh, just 
put it in the garage 
and I’ll take care of it 
later”? 

It doesn’t have to be 
that way! With a little 
planning, a garage 
can have storage units 
and work areas that 
accommodate the 
needs and interests of 
the entire family. 

To achieve a clutter-
free garage, consider 
how you want to use 
the space in terms of 
specific tasks and storage. You may want a gardening area with a potting 
bench and storage for gardening tools and supplies. Or a work bench 
area for home or automotive projects might be a priority. Other needs 
could include storage for sports equipment, bicycles and skis, coat 
storage, surplus pantry items, and recycle bins.

Using cabinets of different depths, either with doors or open shelving, 
will accommodate most things. Using baskets or wall units for hanging 
specific items will make them more visible and accessible. 
 
Grouping tools or equipment for specific tasks and sport activities 
together will make access much easier and faster.

Tips For A Successful Garage
Surplus pantry storage, shoe shelves and coat storage need to be placed 

where you use them. Next to the door leading into the house 
may be a good option.

There is no rule as to how you must organize your garage, 
but having enough storage space and a designated place 
for items will give you a solution that can make your life 
easier and more pleasurable!

-Susan Bornstein,  Design Consultant
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