
Akron Beacon Journal / Ohio.com • INFORMING. ENGAGING. ESSENTIAL. Sunday, September 1, 2019 D1

SUNDAYLIFE

How you doin’? 

‘Hurry up! We’re going 
to miss our train,” 
my friend yelled as 

we were making our way to 
the West Boulevard-Cudell 
RTA station in Cleveland.

“What are you doing?”
“I’m taking a pic-

ture. It might not be here 
when we get back from 
the Indians game.”

She rolled her eyes, and I 
didn’t blame her. It’s hard 
to justify what I was pho-
tographing, but it’s a habit 
I’ve had for some time now.

I like to take pictures of 
things that are completely 
out of place and must 
have a good story behind 
how they got there. I love 
the mystery behind it.

My favorite is the ran-
dom shoe you see in the 
oddest of places, such as 
a wingtip on a highway on 
ramp, a loafer in the coffee 
shop parking lot and, my 
favorite, a perfectly good 
and nearly new lone Chuck 
Taylor red high top outside 
of Disneyland in California. 
Did the person lose it going 
in or coming out of the 
happiest place on earth?

I always wanted to make 
a coffee table book out of 
these random shoe sightings 
and then publish a second 
volume to include random 
things like the recliner on 
I-77 and the shrubbery on 
the inner belt. Once, while 
walking my dog, I found a 
pair of adult-sized under-
wear on a sidewalk. I didn’t 
want to know the story 
behind that one, nor would 
I include that in my book.

So it had been awhile since 
I had seen something so 
mesmerizingly out of place. 
Yet here it was, on a sunny 
Tuesday in Cleveland, lay-
ing still and silent on the 
sidewalk like a long black 
snake. Yet, it was no snake. 
It was, in fact, a black 
braided ponytail that was a 
good 12 inches long and had 
mysteriously landed in the 
middle of the pavement.

How did it get there, 
I wondered?

When I was a news 
anchor at WKYC in 
Cleveland, I would ran-
domly see hair weaves in 
the middle of Lakeside 
as I drove in to work.

“Was there a street party 
last night and someone 
danced their hair off?” I 
would wonder to myself.

That’s not completely out 
of the question, you know. 
One of my mom’s all-time 
favorite stories was about 
that very thing. She was 
working at a radio sta-
tion and one year at their 
company Christmas party, 
the morning disc jockey’s 
wife had a little too much 
eggnog and Watusied the 
wig right off of her head. 
Without skipping a beat, 
she scooped it up and put 
it on. Except she put it on 
backwards. As all the short 
hairs were now over her 
forehead and the longer 
hairs were in the back, my 
mom said she Watusied 
with renewed vigor right 
over to the punch bowl.

It also has occurred to 
me that maybe the hair 
pieces I have discovered 
here in Ohio were perhaps 
blown off. That’s not out 
of the question either.

Years ago, I was on a 

Considering 
hair-raising 
coffee-table 

book

Robin Swoboda
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It’s been 25 years since the six “Friends” began their run on the TV series. [PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS.]

As ‘Friends’ celebrates 25th anniversary,  
fans excited about show merch, Fathom event

By Anderson Turner
ABJ/Ohio.com correspondent

The arts have been used 
throughout history to 
communicate ideas about 
religion, politics, every day 
life and even the unknown. 
Through music, dance, 
poetry, architecture, graphic 
arts, painting and sculpture, 
artists and artisans have been 
engaged in challenging and 
portraying the times or com-
munities in which they live.

They do this through using 
things like imagery and colors 

to help portray messages that 
are included in the structures 
they help build or commis-
sions they are asked to do.

A unique and dynamic 
exhibition is currently 
on view at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art. Medieval 
Monsters: Terrors, Aliens, 
Wonders “explores the 
complex social roles of mon-
sters in the Middle Ages.”

On view through Oct. 6, 
the exhibit was organized 
by The Morgan Library & 
Museum in New York and 
features about 60 illumi-
nated manuscripts from 
the Morgan’s collection. 

A R T  R E V I E W

Medieval Monsters explores 
complexities of Middle Ages

“Book of Hours,” in Latin 
and French (detail), c. 1500. 
Illuminated by Robert Boyvin 
(French, active early 1500s) or 
a follower of the Master of the 
Geneva Latini (French, active 
about 1475). [SUBMITTED PHOTO] See MEDIEVAL, D5

Details

What: Medieval Monsters: 
Terrors, Aliens, Wonders
When: Through Oct. 6
Where: Cleveland Museum of 
Art Kelvin and Eleanor Smith 
Foundation Exhibition Gallery
Cost: Free

The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf has packaged special “Friends” 
bags of coffee in celebration of the 25th anniversary of 
the TV show. [COURTESY OF THE COFFEE BEAN & TEA LEAF VIA THE 

ASSOCIATED PRESS]

By Lea nn Italie
The Associated Press

NEW YORK— See 
your “Friends” on 
the big screen. Deck 
out your place with 
“Friends” decor. Wear 
your “Friends” as 
jewelry. Heck, buy the 
“Friends” Lego set and 
pretend it’s for your kid.

If you’re a “Friends” 
superfan, there are lots 
of ways to celebrate the 
show’s 25th anniversary 
this month.

“It transcends gen-
erations,” Maryellen 
Zarakas, a Warner Bros. 
senior vice president, said 
of the show that ended 
in 2004 after 10 seasons. 

“Everybody still goes 
through growing up into 
your 20s when you get 
your first job, your first 
heartbreak, your first 
time your friends really 
become your family.”

The studio has part-
nered with a range of 
companies to celebrate 
the quarter-century 
mark. Here’s a look at 
some of the fun:

THE FATHOM EVENT

Fans broke Fathom 
Events’ website, for about 
15 minutes anyway, when 
tickets went on sale for 
three days of movie house 
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