ZSW

% StarTribune

K]

TOKYO OLYMPICS

i«

SN \\\\\\\\\\\\\\

I P e MONDAY, AUGUST 9,2021 -

SECTION C

Fireworks illuminated over National Stadium during Sunday’s Closing Ceremony of the Olympics in Tokyo.
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One last celebration

Closing Ceremony strives to show

Protoundly human
stories litt Olympics

JIM SOUHAN

TOKYO - Erri-
yon Knighton,
America’s
17-year-old
sprinting
phenom, ran
through the fin-
ish line, then
bounded to the bottle.

In a moment that epito-
mized the so-called 2020
Tokyo Olympics, Knigh-
ton, in a matter of seconds,
qualified for the 200-meter
final, bounced with joy, ran
a finger under the USA logo

then swerved left to sanitize
his hands.

There you have the in-
actuality 2021 Games: ambi-
tion, achievement, preco-
ciousness, unleashed emo-
tion, national pride and con-
stant COVID awareness.

The Tokyo Games were
postponed, embattled, ques-
tionable and constantly at
risk. On the last Thursday
of the Games, Tokyo set a
record with more than 5,000
positive COVID-19 cases.
Athletes and workers tested
positive, and at least one ugly
American, swimmer Michael

U.S. athletes celebrated during
the Closing Ceremony. Americans took

the Tokyo the athletes didn’t see

By RACHEL BLOUNT
rachel.blount@startribune.com

TOKYO - Thanks to COVID-
19 prevention protocols, ath-
letes at the Tokyo Olympics
were forced to remain seques-
tered from the public, unable
to roam around the city or
experience the culture. As
the Games ended Sunday,
Tokyo tried to give them alittle
glimpse of what they missed.

Onthe floor of Olympic Sta-
dium, organizers of the Closing
Ceremony set up a faux park,
complete with actual grass.
Theidea was to bring a slice of
everyday Tokyo life to athletes
who had seen it only through

Related: St. Paul gives gym-
nast Suni Lee a parade after
triumphant return. Al

It was anoble effort, butit only
underscored how strange the
past 17 days had been.

The Closing Ceremony
usually is a self-congratu-
latory affair, with flowery
speeches declaring the just-
concluded Games as the best
ever. Sunday’s subdued event
felt more like a sigh of relief.
The pandemic clung to the
Tokyo Games like the city’s
muggy summer air, but Japan
soldiered through, keeping
the postponed Olympics on
course all the way to the end.
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Brazil gives the dominant U.S. its first
gold medal in women’s volleyball. C8

worry, the wait is only 179 days. The Winter

Expanded coverage online at www.startribune.com/olympics Games in Beijing are set to begin Feb. 4.



