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Shahid Rafique Naz poetry revolves around contemporary issues
Shahid Rafique Naz is 

counted among those few 
eminent poets who pro-

duced well acclaimed poetic 
creations while pursuing their 
profession.

Born in Mirpur Mathelo, 
dist Ghotki, Sindh province, 
Naz is associated with oil and 
gas sector in Qatar since 2004. 
he received early schooling in 
Mirpur Mathelo and gradu-
ated from Shah abdul Latif 
University, Khairpur, Sindh. 
he holds MBa degree in Pro-
ject Management from Pris-
ton University islamabad. he 
started his first job in Engro 
Chemical Pakistan in daharki, 
Sindh in 1997.

Naz is a highly sensi-
tive person and ob-
serves minute de-
tails of nature with 
keen interest. his 
poetry revolves 
around present 
day issues, which 
touches hearts of 
his readers.

Naz is greatly 
indebted to his 
colleague of yes-
teryears Syed 

Faheemuddin, who is chair-
man of Pakistan association 
Qatar. “i started writing po-
etry in 1998 after meeting with 
Syed Faheemuddin during my 
previous job in Pakistan. he 
guided me and encouraged 
me to pursue my passion. af-
ter i met him again in Qatar, 
he persuaded me to compile 

my poetry in the 
shape of a 

book. My 
first book 
was pub-
lished in 
april 2018 
which was 
formally re-
leased at a 

ceremony organised by Paki-
stan association Qatar in June 
2018. i am working on my sec-
ond book which will be pub-
lished soon,” remarked Naz.

Naz’s first Urdu poetry col-
lection harf-e-Naz is a mix of 
ghazals and poems. The 128-
page book was published by 
Pakistan association Qatar 
and printed at Razmi Print-
ers. he has dedicated his book 

to his better half. Qatar-based 
poet Shaukat ali Naz has writ-
ten preface of the book. “Sha-
hid has studied literature in 
depth which is abundantly 
reflected in his poetry. One 
cannot judge that harf-e-Naz 
is his maiden poetry book,” 
writes Shaukat. 

On the other hand, Syed 
Faheemuddin is happy that his 
efforts have borne fruits. he is 
great admirer of Naz’s poetry 
and hoped that he will bring 
out more books soon.

“Naz is a poet of thoughts, 
emotions and nature,” said 
Faheemuddin while describ-

ing Naz’s poetry. he noted that 
although Naz creates words on 
paper but it seems that these 
are directly coming from his 
heart. his strong sense of ob-
servation about emotional 
and behavior change is seen in 
his poetry. Naz’s poetry does 
not merely revolves around 

the love between a man and 
a woman, as normally seen in 
the work of majority of poets of 
present age. his poetry touch-
es serious subjects like human 
emotions, aspirations, social 
injustices, mental issues, un-
fulfilled expectations, etc,” said 
Faheemuddin.

Title cover of Shahid Rafique 
Naz’s first Urdu poetry collection 
Harf-e-Naz. Harf-e-Naz was released at a ceremony organised by Pakistan Association Qatar in Doha in June 2018.

 

R
azwaN Bobby Sarwar, 
who is a UK-born Paki-
stani music composer, 
pianist and head of Music 
at Sherborne Qatar, has 

found a novel way to stay positive and 
develop musical knowledge and skills 
while staying at home in the wake of 
coronavirus (COVid-19).

he has created a YouTube chan-
nel for his students to see the wonder-
ful learning that has been going on at 
home.  while teaching and encourag-
ing his students to stay positive and 
develop their musical skills, Razwan 
is also working towards creative ways 
to teach music online and how to con-
tinue the passion of learning. 

Razwan, who feels music is a way 
to lift one’s energy, hoped the corona-
virus pandemic will be over soon. he 
thanked all the health professionals 
who are at the frontline of this pan-
demic and the Qatari authorities for 
providing the care and support to the 
community. “it’s important to stay 
at home and adhere to the rules and 
regulations in Qatar. Keep safe and 
healthy and most important of all is to 
stay positive and smile. This journey 
will pass and we need to stay strong as 
a community,” said Razwan.

he has been performing and 
teaching from a very young age and 
created his first Pakistani music al-
bum at the age of 15. The album was a 
blend of Pop, Bhangra, Folk and Rock 
styles of music.  

he started his music career by 
learning the tabla (a membrano-
phone percussion instrument) and 
then continued to learn the drums, 
Keyboard and finally the Piano. he 
has been fortunate to be surrounded 
by many music styles and musicians 
from around the world.

Razwan has had the opportunity 

to perform with actresses like Salma 
agha and Rekha. he also performed 
with popular singers such as abrar 
ul haq, Jawad ahmed, Rahim Shah, 
waris Baig, atif aslam, Rahat Fateh 
ali Khan, hamid ali Khan, Falak 
and Shahbaz hussain (renowned 
tabla player).  

as a young boy Razwan enjoyed 
the traditional music from Pakistan 
and was inspired by the music styles of 
Ghazel, Folk, Sufi, Qawwali, classical 
music and pop music. he feels that the 
country has given some amazing artists 
and unique styles of music.

Razwan is also proud of how the 
Pakistan Coke Studio has become a 
platform for artists to showcase their 
talent.  One of his closest friends and 
international percussionist Babar 
Khanna has been a part of this music 
platform from the beginning. Razwan 
and Babar have worked on many musi-
cal projects together. 

his education as a music composer 
and educator continues to develop and 
support his career and Razwan has 
continued to create and develop musi-
cal projects. This includes conducting 
at the Royal albert hall, London with 
over 1000 pupils, developing an out-
standing music department in various 
schools in England and in Qatar. his 
choir has become the talk of the town 
with their versatility. 

Razwan has organized events and 
projects all over the world and has been 
fortunate to perform and conduct with 
international artists. he has a number 
of albums, singles and music jingles to 
his credit which are currently available 
in the market and has appeared on TV 
and Radio. Razwan has also had the 
privilege to perform before the ex-pres-
ident of Pakistan General (retd) Pervez 
Musharraf at an event to mark Basant 
Festival in Pakistan. 

in Qatar, he and his choir have 
had the privilege to perform at Katara, 
Mall of Qatar, Sheikh Faisal Museum 
and QNCC.  his recent fame is a com-
position that was taken by the BBC to 
air with the world athletics Cham-
pionship in doha. Millions of people 
around the world had the opportunity 
to hear his composition.   

Razwan is working on many won-
derful projects with Sharaka holdings, 
Sherborne Qatar, Kidzania, haydee 
Soul, a professional musician and pro-
ducer, Katara, Mall of Qatar and various 
other organisations.  his recent com-
position ‘Tumhi ho’ has crossed over a 
million views.  he is working on many 
new compositions to inspire and mo-
tivate the community. he feels music 
is a way to lift one’s energy. 

This year Razwan aims to 
showcase a wonderful project 
with the Pakistan embassy and 
Pakistan Professional Fo-
rum Qatar (PPFQ). “This 
will be a blend of differ-
ent genres and styles 
of music. Many in-
ternational artists in 
doha, which includes 
musicians from the Qa-
tar Philharmonic Orches-
tra (QPO), and students of Pa- kistani 
schools are involved in the project,” 
remarked Razwan.

he has also done an arrangement 
of an arabic song and working on a 
world fusion song with Rodrigo alex-
andre aguilera, an international song 
writer and composer and haydee Soul, 
a professional musician and producer.  

Razwan is continuously working 
with many artists and orgnisations 
to create innovative ideas in mu-
sic. Razwan could be contacted on 
GSM: 33435946 if any support in 
music is required.

Razwan Bobby Sarwar is working with 
Haydee Soul, a professional musician 
and producer.

Razwan Bobby Sarwar with Rodrigo Alexandre Aguilera

Razwan Bobby 
Sarwar

Musicians from the Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra

Shahid Rafique Naz

Razwan BoBBy SaRwaR StRiving  
to teach music online
The UK-born 
Pakistani music 
composer, pianist 
and Head of Music at 
Sherborne Qatar, has 
created a YouTube 
channel for his 
students to stay 
positive and hone 
their musical skills in 
these difficult times

14 Wednesday, April 22, 2020

I started writing poetry in 
1998 after meeting with 
Syed Faheemuddin during 
my previous job in Pakistan. 
He guided me and 
encouraged me to pursue 
my passion. After I met him 
again in Qatar, he persuaded 
me to compile my poetry in 
the shape of a book. My first 
book was published in April 
2018. I am working on my 
second book which will be 
published soon.
Shahid Rafique Naz


