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MUNICIPAL USE

THE LEAK: 
In the past 60 years, municipal water usage for personal consumption 
as well as tasks such as laundry, lawn watering and more has 
increased by 600%.2

CIRCULAR FIX: 
Increase innovative techniques and technologies for water reuse, such 
as Aquafresco’s patent-pending filtration system that allows 95% of 
laundry water to be recycled and used again.3

Even now, some businesses in water-stressed areas are being denied the 
ability to operate, impacting the economy by disrupting business growth and 
continuity. By applying principles of circularity—in the case of water, reduce, 
reuse, restore—this precious resource can become much more sustainable.

AGRICULTURAL USE

THE LEAK: 
Currently, farming accounts for 70% of the planet’s  
freshwater usage.3

CIRCULAR FIX: 
Use of smart agriculture techniques that minimize water usage,  
such as produce grower Aerofarms, which relies in part on  
technology from Dell to use less water while growing more food.

INDUSTRIAL USE

THE LEAK: 
Making a single pair of jeans requires around 1,981 gallons of  
water and produces difficult-to-clean wastewater.3

CIRCULAR FIX: 
Denim manufacturer MUD offers jeans on a subscription model 
and each new pair made contains 40% recycled content. 
Together, this saves 1,452 gallons of water for each pair of jeans.3

..

ENVIRONMENTAL USE

THE LEAK: 
Natural catchment areas that contribute to the recovery and  
replenishment of water have been converted to agricultural use,  
causing excess soil to clog rivers, reservoirs and treatment plants.

CIRCULAR FIX: 
Redesign processes to regenerate the environment; as in  
the case of the Tana Nairobi Water Fund, which re-trained 
farmers to cultivate their crops while conserving soil.4

Water is the one finite resource that nearly every form of life needs to exist. 
However, if water use continues growing at the current rate, by 2030 the 
demand for freshwater will exceed viable resources by 40%.1

..

POLLUTION

THE LEAK: 
The amount of plastic trash that flows into the oceans every 
year—and becomes a toxic, soupy mess—is expected to nearly 
triple by 2040 to 29 million metric tons.5

CIRCULAR FIX: 
Cross-industry programs such as NextWave Plastics, a 
consortium initiated by Dell Technologies that helps prevent 
ocean-bound plastics from entering the ocean and recycles them.

..

RECYCLING

THE LEAK: 
In some cases, the recycling process itself can be water-intensive, 
which reduces its effectiveness on improving sustainability.

CIRCULAR FIX: 
Build products using materials that are more easily recycled 
and reduce the amount of waste itself by designing longer-lived 
products that can be repaired.


