
 EHOVAH GOD's written word THE BIBLE says: "The 
span of our live is 70 years, or 80 if one is especially strong..."  
—Psalms 90:10. 

What is to be said of 

  OLIVER WENDELL MATLOCK
 who lived all of 90 years? This formidable man was born 
March 21, 1928 to Wally and Olive Matlock. He was the 
youngest of 3 children, Alva and Herald. Other than his 
military service in Korea as a tank operator, Oliver was 
born, reared, educated, and raised his family in Bakers-
fi eld, California. 

In 1948, Oliver married Ruby Ruth Clark, (deceased). 
They had 3 children. Eric (deceased), Brenda (deceased) 
and Steven of Bakersfi eld, California.  On April 6, 1962,  
Oliver and Arnetta Yvonne Williams were married.  To-
gether they raised their daughter, Traci.  He and "Nett" 
were good examples of a loving married couple for 54 
years, until her death October, 9, 2016.

The Bakersfi eld City Fire Department hired Oliver on January 
5, 1952, he becoming one of the fi rst African-American fi re-
men of that city.  Oliver worked hard, moving through 
the ranks to become an Engineer before his retirement 
on December 24, 1983. Oliver was often called on to 
serve as Acting Captain of Station #6. Oliver enjoyed 
all the consequence of being a fi reman:  the unique 
brotherhood, the respect of the community, the saving 
of lives, the protection of property.  Even after being 
burned when he fell through the roof while fi ghting a 
fi re at the local Circuit City, he continued to serve his 
neighborhood.
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140 LifeWithout End—At Last!
(John 3:16)

Chorus

(See also Job 33:25; Ps. 72:7; Rev. 21:4.)

Can you see with your mind’s eye, Peo - ples dwell - ing to - geth - er?
In those days all will be young, All at peace with Je - ho - vah.
Par - a - dise all will en - joy As we sing of God’s glo - ry.

Sor - row has passed. Peace at last! Life with-out tears or pain.
Trou-bles are gone, from now on, No need to weep or fear.
Long as we live, we will give Hon - or and praise to God.

Sing out with joy of heart! You too can have a part.

Live for the day when you’ll say, “Life with - out end, at last!”



Leroy Washington, one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and a 
"brother fi reman," off ered him a bible study.  Oliver ac-
cepted. They became "spiritual brothers" on November 
10, 1957 when Oliver was baptized as one of Jehovah's 
Witnesses.  Oliver thus accepted the Scripture found 
in the Bible at Isaiah 43:10, 11 saying, "'You are my wit-
nesses," declares Jehovah, "Yes my servant whom I have 
chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me and 
understand that I am the same One. Before me no God 
was formed. And after me there has been none. I—I am 
Jehovah. and besides me there is no savior."' 

For more than 61 years, Oliver regularly proclaimed the 
"Good News of GOD's Kingdom! First he preached to 
his family and friends, then to his community.  No mat-
ter what a person's disposition, Oliver had the knack of 
turning an obstinate attitude into a receptive one. He has 
studied with entire families. With Jehovah's spirit, a stick-
to-it attitude, friendliness, and patience, Oliver was able 
to lead others to "the truth" that leads to everlasting life, 
including his wife Arnetta.  Brother Matlock was always 
encouraging, helpful, kind, and hospitable. These fi ne 
qualities qualifi ed  him to be appointed as a beloved elder.

Oliver's friends loved him like family! He has friends of all 
ages, walks of life and races. He and Arnetta were a lot of 
fun to be around. There were road trips, long walks, coff ee 
breaks, motorcycle rides, airplane fl ights, and nice long 
talks...Oliver was a true confi dant.

Oliver loved his family! He was a strict father. He taught his 
children how to do things "the right way”...his way.   Many of 
the ones he loved have fallen asleep before him...

Oliver's surviving  son Steven and his wife Pam share his 
hope of a resurrection into a new world paradise.They 
look forward to seeing him soon! (Revelation 2:7)

Because of God's promise of a resurrection into para-
dise, Oliver had the hope to be reunited with all those 
he has left behind:

His baby girl, Traci D. Hicks, 

His son Eric's cherished widow, Iileen.

His brother-in-law, Raymond Williams,

His sisters-in-law, Loretta Martin, Barbara, Donnie,
and Gloria Williams.

His grandchildren: Monica (deceased), Eric, Keli, 
Stacy, and Kori.

12 great-grand children, and many beloved nieces, fi ne 
nephews, favored cousins and loving friends.

Oliver left his family a legacy of service...
Service to Jehovah, the only true God, 

and Service to others.

 Oliver Wendell  Matlock  lived 90 years and 10  months...
Especially Strong.


