
ANTI-ASIAN DISCRIMINATION IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19
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3/25 A student at the University of Notre Dame 
posted racist, anti-Asian, anti-Chinese 
comments on their Facebook page. The student 
also wrote “Go home” on the Facebook page of 
an international student from China.
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2/10 “I was walking to class when [four 
guys] ran up to me and yelled "China 
Whore!" They threw papers a notebook 
and and wrappers at me. They pushed 
me to the ground and yelled 
"Coronavirus! Coronavirus! Don't get 
too close to it, you'll catch it!" Then 
they slammed my head into a locker 
and ran off.”

2/1 An Asian woman was 
attacked in the subway station 
for wearing a mask. One 
witness said she heard a man 
call the woman, who appeared 
Asian, a "diseased bitch.”

3/14 A Burmese man and his two children, 
ages six and two, were attacked and 
stabbed at a Sam’s Club by a 19-year-old 
man. The alleged assailant admitted to 
targeting the family because he believed the 
family was Chinese and infecting people 
with coronavirus. The assailant was charged 
with three counts of attempted capital 
murder and one count aggravated assault.

3/19 “My husband, daughter and I went to a local park to 
practice hitting tennis balls when there were three teenage 
boys on bikes and scooter hanging around the wall we 
wanted to use. When they saw us, one of them began to 
yell, "You got Corona? You got Corona?" It didn't dawn on 
my family immediately that they were yelling at us because 
we were talking. Soon, they started yelling, "You got Corona! 
You mother *****! You got Corona! F** you! F** you!" Then 
they sped by us on their bikes and scooter. Another Asian 
family entered the park at that time and had the same thing 
happen to them.”

3/27 A man of Korean descent was denied entry 
into a gas station and told to “never come 
back.” The gas station attendants reportedly 
told police that "anyone of Chinese descent was 
not allowed in the store.”

3/30 An Asian buffet restaurant was vandalized 
with graffiti that included an ethnic slur and a 
message that read, “Take the corona back.”

2/11 WHO announced official 
name of COVID-19

3/11 WHO characterizes 
coronavirus outbreak 
as a pandemic

3/16 Trump and senior 
members of his staff start 
referring to COVID-19 as 
“Chinese Virus”

3/24 Trump says he’ll 
stop using the term 
“Chinese virus”

3/27 Trump signs 
the stimulus 
package into law.

3/25 The White House 
and Senate leaders 
reach an agreement 
on a $2 trillion 
stimulus deal to offset 
the economic damage 
of coronavirus

4/3 Trump says his 
administration is now 
recommending Americans 
wear "non-medical cloth" 
face coverings, a reversal 
of previous guidance that 
suggested masks were 
unnecessary for people 
who weren't sick.

Amid the spread of COVID-19, there have been surging reports of xenophobic and racist incidents targeting members of 
the Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) community in the U.S. The xenophobic climate has been fueled by racist 
rhetoric used by political leaders. This visualization depicts reported incidences of COVID-19 related discriminations in 
conjunction with the increase in COVID-19 deaths worldwide. This is only the partial story of the current reality, as 
hundreds of racist incidences go unreported. 

Sources: Anti-Defamation League & Stop AAPI Hate  
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