
Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump fought on the debate stage for the final time on Oct. 19, 2016 in Las Vegas. 

Off Topic: Personal Attacks in the Final Presidential Debate

“I believe if my opponent should win 
this race, which I truly don’t think will 
happen...”

“I don’t know if Hillary was saying it in a 
sarcastic manner, but I’m very proud to 
have the endorsement of the NRA.”

“The biggest complaint they have -- it’s 
with all of the problems going on in the 
world, many of the problems caused by 
Hillary Clinton and by Barack Obama.”

“The NAFTA deal signed by her husband is 
one of the worst deals ever made of any 
kind, signed by anybody. It’s a disaster.”

“He [Putin] has no respect for her. He has 
no respect for our president.”

“She doesn’t like Putin because Putin has 
outsmarted her every step of the way...
Putin has outsmarted her in Syria. He’s 
outsmarted her every step of the way.”

“You’re the puppet!”
“Hillary Clinton wanted the wall. Hillary 
Clinton fought for the wall in 2006 
or thereabouts. Now, she never gets 
anything done, so naturally the wall wasn’t 
built. But Hillary Clinton wanted the wall.” “And you see, we are going to stop radical 

Islamic terrorism in this country. She 
won’t even mention the words, and 
neither will President Obama. So I just 
want to tell you, she wants open borders.”

“Let me tell you, Putin has outsmarted her 
and Obama at every single step of the 
way... She has been outsmarted by Putin.”

“She has been outsmarted and outplayed 
worse than anybody I’ve ever seen in any 
government whatsoever. And she always 
will be.” 

“And you do have experience. I say the one 
thing you have over me is experience, but 
it’s bad experience, because what you’ve 
done has turned out badly.”

“These women -- the woman on the plane, 
the -- I think they want either fame or 
her campaign did it. And I think it’s her 
campaign. Because what I saw what they 
did, which is a criminal act, by the way, 
where they’re telling people to go out and 
start fist-fights and start violence.”

“So sad when she talks about violence at 
my rallies, and she caused the violence. 
It’s on tape.”

“... and it’s [The Clinton Foundation] a 
criminal enterprise, and so many people 
know it.”

“They [Haiti] don’t want you to help them 
anymore.”

“I was at a little Haiti the other day in 
Florida. And I want to tell you, they hate 
the Clintons, because what’s happened 
in Haiti with the Clinton Foundation is a 
disgrace. And you know it, and they know 
it, and everybody knows it.”

“So let me just tell you very quickly, we’re 
entitled because of the laws that people 
like her passed to take massive amounts 
of depreciation on other charges, and we 
do it. And all of her donors -- just about all 
of them -- I know Buffett took hundreds of 
millions of dollars, Soros, George Soros, 
took hundreds of millions of dollars...
Most of her donors have done the same 
thing as I do.”

“I think what the FBI did and what the 
Department of Justice did, including 
meeting with her husband, the attorney 
general, in the back of an airplane on the 
tarmac in Arizona, I think it’s disgraceful. I 
think it’s a disgrace.”

“So we’re now fighting for Mosul, that we 
had. All she had to do was stay there, and 
now we’re going in to get it.”

“No, you are the one that’s unfit. You know, 
WikiLeaks just actually came out -- John 
Podesta said some horrible things about 
you, and, boy, was he right. He said some 
beauties. And you know, Bernie Sanders, 
he said you have bad judgment. You do.”

“Well, Aleppo is a disaster. And a lot of 
this is because of Hillary Clinton, because 
what’s happened is, by fighting Assad, 
who turned out to be a lot tougher than 
she thought -- he’s just much tougher and 
much smarter than her and Obama.”

“It’s so ridiculous what she -- she will 
defeat ISIS. We should have never let ISIS 
happen in the first place. And right now, 
they’re in 32 countries.” “Such a nasty woman.”

“She’s raising the money from the people 
she wants to control. Doesn’t work that 
way.”

“I will do more for African-Americans 
and Latinos than she can ever do in 10 
lifetimes.”

“All she’s done is talk to the African-
Americans and to the Latinos, but they get 
the vote, and then they come back, they 
say, we’ll see you in four years.”

“Your husband disagrees with you.”

“And wait until you see what happens in 
the coming years. Lots of luck, Hillary. 
Thanks a lot for doing a great job.”

“Now, John Podesta said you have terrible 
instincts. Bernie Sanders said you have 
bad judgment. I agree with both.”

“But she wanted to look good for the 
election. So they’re going in.”

“And the only reason they did it is because 
she’s running for the office of president 
and they want to look tough.”

“I think we’ve never had a situation so bad 
in this country.”

“And you know, Hillary, what you should 
have done, you should have changed 
the law when you were a United States 
senator... because your donors and your 
special interests are doing the same thing 
as I do, except even more so.”

“... I sat there watching ad after ad after 
ad, false ad. All paid for by your friends 
on Wall Street that gave so much money 
because they know you’re going to protect 
them. And, frankly, you should have 
changed the laws.”

“-- tell you one other thing. She shouldn’t 
be allowed to run. It’s crooked -- she’s 

-- she’s guilty of a very, very serious crime. 
She should not be allowed to run.”

“Chris, she should never have been 
allowed to run for the presidency based 
on what she did with e-mails and so many 
other things.”

“If you don’t like what I did, you should 
have changed the laws.”

“You should have changed the law. But you 
won’t change the law, because you take in 
so much money.”

“She mentions this, which is all fiction, all 
fictionalized, probably or possibly started 
by her and her very sleazy campaign. But 
I will tell you what isn’t fictionalized are 
her e-mails, where she destroyed 33,000 
e-mails criminally, criminally, after  
getting a subpoena from the United 
States Congress.”

“She’s lied hundreds of times to the 
people, to Congress, and to the FBI. He’s 
going to probably go to jail. This is a four-
star general. And she gets away with it, 
and she can run for the presidency of the 
United States?”

“And I’ll tell you what, in particular in 
Chicago, people were hurt and people 
could have been killed in that riot. And 
that was now all on tape, started by her. I 
believe, Chris, that she got these people 
to step forward.”“The problem is, you talk, but you don’t get 

anything done, Hillary. You don’t. Just like 
when you ran the State Department, $6 
billion was missing.”

“She gave us ISIS, because her and 
Obama created this huge vacuum, and 
a small group came out of that huge 
vacuum...”

“She gave us ISIS as sure as you are sitting 
there. And what happened is now ISIS 
is in 32 countries. And now I listen how 
she’s going to get rid of ISIS. She’s going 
to get rid of nobody.”

“She’s the one and Obama that caused the 
violence. They hired people -- they paid 
them $1,500, and they’re on tape saying 
be violent, cause fights, do bad things.”

“If you become president, this country is 
going to be in some mess. Believe me.”

“Give me a break.”

“Our jobs are being taken out by the deal 
that her husband signed, NAFTA, one of 
the worst deals ever.”

“Look, she’s been proven to be a liar on so 
many different ways. This is just another 
lie.”

“He choked and then got into a Twitter war 
because the Mexican president said we’re 
not paying for that wall.”

“Well that’s because he [Putin] would 
rather have a puppet for president of the 
United States.”

“Donald has bought Chinese steel and 
aluminum. In fact, the Trump Hotel right 
here in Las Vegas was made with Chinese 
steel. So he goes around with crocodile 
tears about how terrible it is, but he has 
given jobs to Chinese steelworkers, not 
American steelworkers.”

“He raised the 30 years of experience, so 
let me just talk briefly about that. You  
know, back in the 1970s, I worked for 
the Children’s Defense Fund. And I was 
taking on discrimination against African-
American kids in schools. He was getting 
sued by the Justice Department for racial 
discrimination in his apartment buildings.”

“And after that, a number of women 
have come forward saying that’s exactly 
what he did to them. Now, what was his 
response? Well, he held a number of big 
rallies where he said that he could not 
possibly have done those things to those 
women because they were not attractive 
enough for them to be assaulted.”

“So it’s not one thing. This is a pattern, a 
pattern of divisiveness, of a very dark 
and in many ways dangerous vision of our 
country, where he incites violence, where 
he applauds people who are pushing and 
pulling and punching at his rallies. That is 
not who America is.”

“He is the first candidate ever to run 
for president in the last 40-plus years 
who has not released his tax returns, 
so everything he says about charity or 
anything else, we can’t prove it. You can 
look at our tax returns. We’ve got them all 
out there.”

“This is -- this is a mindset. This is how 
Donald thinks. And it’s funny, but it’s also 
really troubling.”

“You know, every time Donald thinks things 
are not going in his direction, he claims 
whatever it is, is rigged against him.”

“But what is really troubling is that we 
learned in the last debate he has not 
paid a penny in federal income tax. And 
we were talking about immigrants a few 
minutes ago, Chris. You know, half of all 
immigrants -- undocumented immigrants 
in our country -- actually pay federal 
income tax. So we have undocumented 
immigrants in America who are paying 
more federal income tax than a billionaire. 
I find that just astonishing.”

“The FBI conducted a year-long 
investigation into my e-mails. They 
concluded there was no case; he said the 
FBI was rigged. He lost the Iowa caucus. 
He lost the Wisconsin primary. He said the 
Republican primary was rigged against 
him. Then Trump University gets sued 
for fraud and racketeering; he claims 
the court system and the federal judge 
is rigged against him. There was even a 
time when he didn’t get an Emmy for his 
TV program three years in a row and he 
started tweeting that the Emmys were 
rigged against him.”

“And, yes, we do need to go after Baghdadi, 
and -- just like we went after bin 
Laden, while you were doing “Celebrity 
Apprentice,” and we brought him to 
justice.”

“I think it’s important to recognize that he 
has been criticizing our government for 
decades.”

“This is the way Donald thinks about 
himself, puts himself into, you know, the 
middle and says, “You know, I alone can 
fix it,” as he said on the convention stage.”

“You know, he started off with his dad as a 
millionaire...”

“My Social Security payroll contribution 
will go up, as will Donald’s, assuming he 
can’t figure out how to get out of it.”

“This is what we have to do. I’m just 
amazed that he seems to think that the 
Iraqi government and our allies and 
everybody else launched the attack on 
Mosul to help me in this election, but 
that’s how Donald thinks. You know, he 
always is looking for some conspiracy.”

“He has all the conspiracy theories...”

“... unfit, and he proves it every time he 
talks.”

“Well, you should ask Bernie Sanders who 
he’s supporting for president. And he has 
said... you are the most dangerous person 
to run for president in the modern history 
of America. I think he’s right.”

“...when you’re whining before the game 
is even finished... it just shows you’re not 
up to doing the job. And let’s -- you know, 
let’s be clear about what he is saying and 
what that means. He is denigrating -- he’s 
talking down our democracy. And I, for 
one, am appalled that somebody who 
is the nominee of one of our two major 
parties would take that kind of position.”

“And I’d be happy to compare what we do 
with the Trump Foundation, which took 
money from other people and bought a six- 
foot portrait of Donald. I mean, who does 
that? It just was astonishing.”

“He went on to say, ‘Look at her. I don’t 
think so.’ About another woman, he said, 

‘That wouldn’t be my first choice.’ He 
attacked the woman reporter writing the 
story, called her ‘disgusting,’ as he has 
called a number of women during  
this campaign.”

“Donald thinks belittling women makes 
him bigger. He goes after their dignity, 
their self-worth...So we now know what 
Donald thinks and what he says and how 
he acts toward women. That’s who  
Donald is.”

“Well, every time Donald is pushed 
on something which is obviously 
uncomfortable, like what these women 
are saying, he immediately goes to 
denying responsibility. And it’s not just 
about women. He never apologizes or says 
he’s sorry for anything.”

“So we know what he has said and what 
he’s done to women. But he also went 
after a disabled reporter, mocked and 
mimicked him on national television.”

“In the 1980s, I was working to reform the 
schools in Arkansas. He was borrowing 
$14 million from his father to start his 
businesses. In the 1990s, I went to 
Beijing and I said women’s rights are 
human rights. He insulted a former Miss 
Universe, Alicia Machado, called her an 
eating machine.”

“And on the day when I was in the Situation 
Room, monitoring the raid that brought 
Osama bin Laden to justice, he was 
hosting the ‘Celebrity Apprentice.’”

“And Donald knows a lot about this. 
He used undocumented labor to 
build the Trump Tower. He underpaid 
undocumented workers, and when they 
complained, he basically said what a lot 
of employers do: ‘You complain, I’ll get 
you deported.’”

“Well, the D.C. vs. Heller decision was 
very strongly -- and she was extremely 
angry about it. I watched. I mean, she 
was very, very angry when upheld. And 
Justice Scalia was so involved. And it was 
a well-crafted decision. But Hillary was 
extremely upset, extremely angry.”

“He went after Mr. and Mrs. Khan, the 
parents of a young man who died serving 
our country, a Gold Star family, because 
of their religion. He went after John 
McCain, a prisoner of war, said he prefers 

“people who aren’t captured.” He went 
after a federal judge, born in Indiana, but 
who Donald said couldn’t be trusted to try 
the fraud and racketeering case against 
Trump University because his parents 
were Mexican.”
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Roughly one sixth of Clinton’s speech  denigrated Trump. Roughly one fifth of Trump’s speech  disparaged Clinton. 
1,146 words wasted. 1,349 words wasted.


