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ASHLEY L. JAMES 
BLOG POST WRITING SAMPLE 

YOU CAN TURN COMMON MISTAKES INTO 

AUDIENCE GROWTH 

Communication failure is far from a virtue. All it takes is one ill-informed post 

to create a whirlwind of bad publicity for your business. However, that’s the 

extreme negative, for a small business it’s just as bad to make the everyday 

mistakes discussed below. 

 

1. Having lots of fans is great, but are you reaching all of them? Use 

your Facebook Insights to pay attention to your Fan Reach, Organic 

Reach, People Talking About This and number of clicks. These 

metrics are important for different reasons. Facebook is only 1 

example; these metrics are important on every social media platform. 

2. Speaking of every social media platform, how many are you using? 

If you can’t defend your use of each platform, you are using too 

many. Review your business and social media goals, use them to 

help you let go of the platforms that you don’t need. 

3. Your product is awesome, but whose isn’t?  No one says that their 

product or service is just ‘okay’. Stand out by focusing on relating to 

your target audience. Find out what’s important to them and think of 

ways to add value based on that.  

4. Don’t make your audience work harder by leading them to one page 

for problems, another for questions and yet another for praise. That 

causes you to miss out on important feedback. Cut the confusion by 

cutting the use of unnecessary platforms. 

5. Create a plan for your social media efforts. Decide on your goals for 

social media, identify your target audience, figure out where they are 

and what they want to talk about. Remember, it’s about THEM not 

you. 

 

Have you figured out ways to avoid other common pitfalls on social media? 

Share your experiences below! 
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