
Strategies for Your Summer Shindig  
 
When weather is warm and it’s time for shorts and sundresses, we all know what that means: 
it’s also time to party! Summer gatherings are what many look forward to throughout the year, 
but when you’re the host, the question is: how do you impress without the headache? Simple. 
Consider these theme suggestions, some tried-and-true, others perhaps new to you. 
 

1. The classic Hawaiian-style luau. Lay on the leis and hibiscus and light up the tiki torches. 
A Hawaiian luau is a theme that never gets old, though if you go as far as the pig on a 
spit, he may not agree as wholeheartedly. 

2. It’s a country picnic, y’all!  Get out the gingham tablecloths and set up the horseshoes. A 
country picnic is the perfect theme for some down-home BBQ and your favorite comfort 
foods 

3. Life’s a beach. Even if you can’t get to the shore just yet, you can recreate that seaside 
feeling with beach balls to toss around, coolers full of beverages, colorful beach 
blankets, beach chairs, umbrellas and if you’ve got the room, volleyball. 

4. All aboard for a nautical seafood feast! Become one with your inner fisherman by setting 
up a family-style seafood feast complete with brown paper tablecloth, crabs, clams, 
corn on the cob and more, as well as nautical décor complete with anchors and blue and 
white stripes. 

5. A summer spot of tea. A tea party is ideal in that it limits the beverage list and requires 
petite food offerings from hors d’ oeuvres and finger sandwiches to delicate desserts. 
And forget the fine china (and possible breakage); many manufacturers produce 
disposable tea sets that feign the look for an affordable price. 

6. Create an “olé!” par-tay.  Those who don’t love Mexican fare are few and far between. 
Salsa, chips, tacquitos, an assemble-your-own taco buffet, Mexican-style striped 
blankets, sombreros and perhaps a piñata—put it together and you’ve got a true crowd 
pleaser. 

7. Why not a wine tasting? A wine tasting party is one of the simplest to assemble, and 
allows attendees to perhaps discover a vintage they’ve not tried before. Your party 
budget percentage will be split far more to the vino, as you’ll be pairing it with cheeses, 
crackers, grapes and if you fancy, some fine chocolates. 

8. A night at the movies. Setting up an outdoor screen isn’t as hard as you might think. 
Have guests bring lawn chairs and blankets, set up a concession stand for popcorn, 
candy and bottled beverages, and you’ve got an event families all around the 
neighborhood will give rave reviews. 

 
 


