
Having a lawn is like cultivating a relationship. A well-tended one will reward you with beautiful 
moments and enjoyment, while a neglected one will wither, develop issues, and possibly 
unfriend you on social media. As a homeowner or property manager, there’s only one practical 
answer: get help. 
 
Today’s lawn service companies feature comprehensive offerings that tackle everything from 
controlling and eradicating crabgrass growth to deterring damaging insect infestations before 
they wreak havoc on your landscape. Many companies house PhD certified specialists who can 
create plans scientifically tailored to your lawn’s needs, so you can be certain there won’t be 
any guesswork going into your lawn strategy. These professionals innately understand the 
seasonal care needed to turn your lawn into lush, and it starts with proper fertilization. 
 
Fertilizing your yard at the proper time for your region ensures a more solid foundation for 
healthy growth. Fertilizer adds organic matter that promotes the microorganisms that are good 
for soil, aiding in better root development and density. The denser and healthier grass is, the 
less that nuisances like crabgrass can spread and choke out vulnerable blades. It can also help 
grass recover from the stress of winter faster.  
 
This first application is often paired with aeration, which breaks through thatch and removes a 
core from every square foot of your lawn so roots have more water and air access. This is also a 
good time to apply lime, used to adjust the pH level of your soil from acidic to neutral and 
making it more amenable to healthy growth. Applying lime promotes microbial activity, thereby 
deterring heavier thatch. Lime + fertilizers = a happy lawn. But note, lime application is 
recommended only every three years. 
 
After the first application, typically in spring, fertilization is also done at the beginning of 
summer to slowly feed the lawn. When grass is once again stressed by temperature—this time 
the heat of summer months—a fall application is applied to aid in its recovery. Fall application 
is considered the most important, as it helps the lawn begin to ready for winter by storing 
energy. Finally, the late fall/pre-winter fertilizer application encourages further root growth, 
nutrient storage and hardiness for the cold to come.  
 
Crabgrass isn’t the only infiltrator that can suffocate grass growth and kill grass that’s already 
there. Broadleaf weeds like violets, speedwell and ground ivy adapt quickly and often require 
repeated treatments to stop the spread. The other known attacker? Insects. 
 
Grubs feed on grass roots and organic soil matter, killing sections of grass as they go. Once 
grubs have matured into adult beetles, the beetles emerge from the soil, mate, and lay more 
eggs, continuing the grass-killing cycle. Grub prevention and insect control primarily involves 
speeding up development to effectively stop feeding.  
 
Knowing how to take care of your lawn by today’s standards isn’t necessarily common sense. 
Take advantage of the tools available, and contact your local lawn services professional to save 



yourself time, headaches and money. Tell the insects to bug off and enjoy your healthy, 
luxurious lawn. 


