
Headline:  
Just Add Autumn: Head-Turning Decor for Fall 
 
Fall is a season of fiery colors reminiscent of sunsets, hayrides, apple picking and an irrational 
obsession with all things pumpkin spice. It invokes an inherent sense of romance, warmth and 
the need to nest, so what better way to celebrate its arrival than to weave the autumn 
aesthetic throughout your décor? Indoors and out, decorating for fall is an effective way to 
make any house feel like home. 
 
OUTDOORS NOT OPTIONAL 
 
On the approach to your porch, stoop or front walkway, you can begin to create a feel that will 
continue as you move through the fall motif indoors. It doesn’t have to be complicated or even 
ornate. You’ve no doubt spied countless hay bales, pumpkins, gourds and mums populating 
porches, and it can be as easy as arranging these items on either side of your front door or 
steps. But if you want to get a tad more creative, consider a few interesting twists.  
 
Make outdoor decorating a fun family activity by building a scarecrow. Requiring minimal 
materials, it’s a charming, hands-on way of adding a festive touch to your autumn theme. 
Another take on outdoor décor is to eschew the traditional colors of fall and embrace a 
minimalist palette of whites and rustic wood. White pumpkins and gourds, white mums, burlap 
bows, white flower pots and a cornstalk wreath can combine to create a striking look that’s 
simultaneously modern yet traditional. Last, consider lighting. Don’t let nighttime dim your 
décor’s shine! Fill a basket with decorative fall items of your choice, then weave a strand of 
Christmas lights throughout to give it a glow. It’s simple, quick, and shepherds the warmth of 
the season into any evening. 
 
A MALLEABLE MOTIF 
 
Moving indoors, the motif can continue with a side table or bench. For a side table, keep it 
simple by filling a decorative lantern or hurricane with gourds and pine cones, and add candles 
scattered around to complement. Alternatively, create a focal point with a rustic serving tray 
arranged with a combination of gourds, coordinating candlesticks, silk fall-hued leaves and a 
small metal milk jug filled with cornstalks or mums. A bench can be decorated easily with 
burlap pillows and autumn-colored throws, flanked by gourd-filled baskets and a cinnamon 
broom that exudes a seasonal aroma spelling “welcome” without a word. 
 
The two main interior areas to show off your embrace of autumn remain the living and dining 
rooms. On the fireplace, a popular idea is to prop up a pair of old windows and attach a fall 
wreath, tying them together to create a cohesive focal piece. Add candles, gourds, and more to 
complete the look. TV mounted above your fireplace? No problem. Use the space below to your 
advantage. After all, décor doesn’t have to be big to make a statement! Utilize your mantel’s 
hanging area with an autumn garland, placing groupings of gourds and candles to the left and 



right of the TV. Just for fun, use four small identical frames that each contain one letter to spell 
out “FALL” and place these below the TV or as you wish. 
 
DOUBLE DUTY DECOR 
 
Thankfully, décor ideas can do double duty on the living room coffee table and dining room 
table. Start with a decorative runner in either case. Adding thick-pillared candlesticks flanking a 
grouping of gourds is a simple yet classic strategy. Digging the DIY vibe? Create a garden 
pumpkin basket centerpiece using only three types of objects, paint optional. In this 
centerpiece, two wire baskets are turned on their sides, filled with a base of artificial moss and 
arranged with pumpkins of varying sizes and colors spilling from within the baskets onto the 
surrounding table. Keep the pumpkins natural or paint them in accordance with your home’s 
existing color scheme for a chic coordinating look. A final fall décor option for the living and 
dining room tables is to revisit the serving tray of the side table mentioned previously, as it’s a 
popular pick across the board! Its appeal lies in its ability to create a focus that can be as rich 
and textured as you desire with objects that vary in height and shape without creating the 
impression of clutter.  
 
Though autumn does imply that the days of summer have passed by, it also heralds its own set 
of perks and possibilities. Using these basic tips, make sure to maximize your enjoyment of this 
enchanting season with décor done right. 
 
 


