
Headline: The Big Bridal Checklist 
 
 
Twelve to Nine Months Prior: 
 

� Solidify your budget. 
� Begin your guest list. 
� Create a head count document (digital or otherwise) that you can use throughout the 

process which will contain columns for easily-referenced contact info. 
� Reserve your venues for the wedding date. 
� Book officiant, photographer, videographer and entertainment. 
� Decide on a caterer and sign contracts. 
� Buy the dress and accessories, allotting time for three fittings minimum. 
� Reserve a block of hotel rooms for out-of-town guests. 
� Register at a minimum of two retailers for shower and wedding gifts. 
� Create your wedding website to keep guests up to date and informed. 

 
Eight to Seven Months Prior: 
 

� Decide on and purchase invitations. 
� Plan honeymoon. 
� Select dresses for bridesmaids. 
� Meet your officiant and map out the basics of the ceremony. 
� Mail save-the-date cards. 
� Secure your florist. 

 
Five to Four Months Prior: 
 

� Secure rehearsal and rehearsal dinner locations. 
� Attend cake tastings, then select and order the wedding cake. 
� Begin dress fittings. 
� Secure hair and makeup artists for yourself and your bridesmaids. 
� Select music for wedding party announcement, dinner and kickoff of dancing. 

 
Three Months Prior: 
 

� Finalize menu, flower selection and wedding favors. 
� Determine toast givers. 
� Determine and finalize readings. 
� Print menu cards and programs. 
� Purchase rings; have resized and engraved if needed. 



 
 
 
Two Months Prior: 
 

� Meet photographer to plan out specifics and locations you’d like shots taken. 
� Mail invitations. 
� Submit your formal wedding announcement to the local newspaper. 
� Review music playlist. 

 
One Month Prior: 
 

� Secure your marriage license. 
� Mail invitations for rehearsal dinner. 
� Have your very last dress fitting. 
� Touch base with all vendors, hair and makeup artists, etc. to confirm times. 
� Purchase gifts for the wedding party. 
� Stock the bar. 
� Cut and color hair. 
� Write vows if needed. 

 
The Week Of: 
 

� Touch base with vendors to confirm arrival times. 
� Delegate wedding day tasks so you can enjoy your big day! 

 


