
Headline: 6 Historic Ways to Herald the Holidays 
 
Getting into the holiday spirit is easier than you can imagine thanks to Greater Nashville’s rich 
architectural history. Though undoubtedly known for its thriving musical culture, cuisine, 
colleges and universities—not to mention a number of industries—the Nashville area is also 
blessed to be home to historic properties that pull out all the stops to celebrate the holiday 
season. Check out these area attractions to get a glimpse of eras past and enrich your idea of 
entertainment. 
 
 
Belle Meade Plantation 
 
From the single log cabin on 250 acres to the 5,400-acre thoroughbred horse farm and Greek 
Revival mansion that it eventually became, suffice it to say that the Belle Meade Plantation is 
an estate worth seeing. Belle Meade’s grounds were also home to a deer park, train station and 
rock quarry that saw five different generations of owners, servants and slaves. Today’s version 
of the plantation retains 34 of the original acres including the homestead and mansion, 
preserving a precious artifact of Victorian architecture and providing educational opportunities. 
The plantation’s annual Candlelight Open House invites guests on a tour of the historic Mansion 
in all its holiday glory complete with Santa, an evening candlelight tour, wine tasting and more. 
 
 
Belmont Mansion 
 
Adelicia Hayes Franklin could be considered a magnate of the plantation era, owning seven 
cotton plantations across Louisiana. After marrying Alabama attorney Joseph Alexander Smith 
Acklen, they began construction on what would become the majestic Belmont Mansion. The 
home’s architecture mixes Greek Revival and Italianate styles, and the estate served as a 
summer getaway for the affluent couple once considered among Nashville’s most wealthy 
aristocrats before the house was occupied by the Union Army’s 4th Corps in 1864 before the 
Battle of Nashville. Lovingly restored with original furnishings, art and sculpture, it’s a true sight 
to behold. Adelicia’s Christmas is brought to life annually when the mansion is decked in true 
Victorian holiday style and hosts a variety of events, luncheons and a visit from St. Nick himself. 
 
 
Historic Mansker’s Station 
 
 
The Bowen Plantation House, rumored to be the oldest brick structure in Middle Tennessee, 
and a 1779 reproduction log station comprise the Historic Mansker’s Station, which features 
costumed interpreters that give visitors a look at life on the frontier. This attraction offers 
visitors the opportunity to move at their own pace in self-guided tours that last approximately 
one hour. The Historic Mansker’s Station also adds warmth to the holiday season with Yulefest, 



an event replete with musicians, storytellers and demonstrators housed in cabins of the fort 
and within the historic home adorned with simple, rustic decorations indicative of the time 
period.  
 
 
Historic Rock Castle 
 
A perhaps little-known fact: the state of Tennessee has General Daniel Smith to thank for its 
moniker. Smith’s 18th century frontier home is now state-owned, nestled amid 18 acres 
overlooking Old Hickory Lake in Hendersonville. Considered one of the first permanent homes 
and the oldest structure listed on the National Register of Historic Places in Middle Tennessee, 
the Historic Rock Castle property also offers tours during the Christmas season that give visitors 
a taste of holiday times gone by in addition to musical performances, refreshments and more. 
 
 
Historic Cragfont 
 
Built for General James Winchester and considered the finest mansion on the frontier when it 
was completed in 1802, the Historic Cragfont is a spot where culture and architecture collide. 
As a local time capsule complete with the first ballroom in Tennessee country, the estate was 
home to the Brigadier General who was known for The War of 1812 and also as founder of a 
little place called Memphis. During the holidays, the Cragfont welcomes visitors to enjoy 
traditions of yore with authentic 19th century decorations, cider, homemade treats and a visit 
from Santa.  
 
 
Two Rivers Mansion 
 
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the 1859 antebellum mansion and the 
adjacent 1802 Federal style home were once Donelson, Tennessee’s centerpiece, and today 
represent a rich slice of preserved local history. The 14-acre parcel includes the mansion, 
known as one of the last of the antebellum country homes, in addition to one of the area’s 
eldest brick houses, built in 1802 and listed on the National Register of Historic Places. During 
the holidays, guides in period costume gleefully lead visitors through this historic property 
dressed in its Sunday best. Admission is for a small fee. 
 
 
 
 
 


