
Headline: 2018 Hardscaping Trends to Get Soft On 
 
Hardscaping doesn’t have to be hard. With the right contractor and the correct selection of 
materials, building your outdoor oasis is well within reach. Trends for 2018 are arching back to 
the past while speeding forward, so whether your home’s architecture leans toward classic or a 
more contemporary feel, you’ll find there are options galore to create the look you’re dreaming 
of. 
 
Modern looks with traditional touches are taking the residential world by storm, and 
homeowners looking to get the most out of their properties are casting an eye toward outdoor 
living solutions that can more than double—or even triple—their livable space. So even if 
you’ve done all you can indoors, there’s a wide world to explore right in your own backyard. 
 
PERGOLAS & PAVILIONS 
 
Today’s pavilion is an animal all its own, effectively creating a living room outdoors complete 
with perks like built-in LED widescreen TVs, full bars, kitchens, pool tables and more, not to 
mention plenty of seating. Many are built with full sewer line access, even outdoor bathrooms 
and roofs with 30-year shingles. All of this adds up to a ton of entertainment value for your 
dollar and increased quality of life. 
 
Pergolas, as a type of gazebo, can take many forms. They can be used to link pavilions together 
with greenery winding through the open top to create a beautiful natural canopy, while others 
are covered to protect from the weather, enabling an easy, dry walk from the house despite a 
rainy day. They can also stand simply on their own, providing just enough shade without 
robbing you of a wealth of sunlight. 
 
STONE STEPS 
 
Every step you take doesn’t have to be a dull one. For folks who prefer to sit poolside, Bristol 
Stone is becoming a popular option thanks to its tendency to stay cool, unlike natural stone 
which tends to retain heat. It also features a texture soft enough for tender bare feet. For all 
other outdoor areas, Devonstone retains the look of bluestone, slate and limestone, creating 
real appeal with the rugged quality that’s trending high among homeowner requests. 
 
 
RETAINING WALLS 
 
Retaining walls are a versatile addition that can easily create a sense of privacy and integrate 
into your home’s existing look. No need to invest in a full new facade for the house! If your 
home’s architecture is more streamlined and minimalist, you can still consider a traditionally 
styled wall to complement it that will conjure a rustic-yet-upscale aesthetic. Nor does function 
have to trump form, and many homeowners are opting to face decks and stoops as well as 
foundation walls to create a cohesive space for entertaining. 



 
 
 
OFFSET OUTDOOR CONCRETE OR STONE PATIOS 
 
The traditional idea of outdoor entertainment space adjoined to the house is being replaced or 
supplemented with creations set further away, with sidewalks or pathways that lead guests and 
homeowners through a beautifully landscaped backyard paradise only to end in an even more 
inviting utopia, surrounded by the sounds of nature and the natural cover of trees. Though 
these aren’t necessarily for use in all weather, they can provide the perfect setting for a 
conversation set or patio table. While stone patios are always a gorgeous option, those who 
prefer the low-maintenance route might consider concrete, which can be stamped to create a 
look similar to stone without the maintenance. 
 
OUTDOOR FIREPLACES 
 
Nature’s most basic element is quickly becoming a backyard must-have for many homeowners, 
continuing its upward trend in 2018. Sitting around a fire evokes the intimate nature of 
camping and good conversation, but with an outdoor fireplace, homeowners and guests can 
enjoy a decidedly more upscale feel with far more ease sans the errant sparks. Many are now 
fueled with gas, making lighting up the night as easy as flipping a switch—and much more fun! 
Outdoor fireplaces are also extremely customizable, providing a focal point that ties your 
outdoor area together whether covered or as part of an open-air patio. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


